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Where Booker Prize winner Szalay and
Nobel laureate Krasznahorkai meet

Recent award-winning books by several writers on post-war/post-socialist Europe don't promise resolution but simply keep a ledger of how people

live when history moves on, leaving them to work out the finer details

Vasudevan Mukunth

ungarian-British writer David
Szalay’s Flesh has won the
Booker Prize for 2025, further

strengthening a spate of
award-winning fiction preserving the
spectre of post-war/ post-socialist Europe
in the public imagination, since Svetlana
Alexievich won the Nobel Prize in
literature. Szalay’s father was Hungarian
and, after spending time in the UK. and
Belgium, he moved back to the Central
European country. Flesh is closely tied to
the country: its protagonist returns there
and scenes unfold amid late-socialist
urbanism.

It would seem this particular condition
hasn’t ended but has in fact become a
climate. Institutions carry on, often
barely, and while there are freedom and
dignity in practice, they’re mediated by
everyday systems reminiscent of the
erstwhile Soviet Union’s heyday. In their
celebrated novels, Laszl6 Krasznahorkai
(also from Hungary, and who has been
awarded the literature Nobel this year),
0lga Tokarczuk, Peter Handke, Dubravka
Ugresic, Georgi Gospodinov, Jenny
Erpenbeck, Mircea Cartarescu, Serhiy
Zhadan, and Kapka Kassabova have all
chosen forms to match their materials —
of long circuits, fragments, speculative
frames, and often plain diaries of passage.
Their books don’t promise resolution but
simply keep a ledger of how people
maintain lives when history moves on,
leaving them to work out the details.

Resonant themes

A particularly resonant theme is systems
changing but not the furniture. Consider
Baron Wenckheim’s Homecoming by
Krasznahorkai, which turns a provincial
town into a nearly lifeless machine with
the cultural house staging events, the
police enforcing order, the local press
manufacturing anticipation, only for

nothing of substance to arrive.

Likewise, in Erpenbeck’s Kairos, the
Wall falls and the institutions of former
East Germany dissolve on paper, but the
habits they produced in people, from
deference to the hunger for recognition,
endure. Cartarescu’s Solenoid provides
the pre-history to this fate in a
late-communist Bucharest that’s an
apparatus of inspections and petty
humiliation, all to train in the local
population a posture of inwardness. It
seems after 1989, that posture didn’t just
evaporate but instituted in citizens a
wariness of new freedoms.

Another theme centres on mobility.
Tokarczuk's Flights is an ethnography of
motion, of bodies in transit in airports
and ferries and through museums and
cabinets of curiosities. Yet, Flights doesn’t
celebrate movement so much as it
measures its costs. Ugresic’s The Ministry
of Pain does something similar for the
former Yugoslavia, with its visas, teaching
contracts, work permits, and residency
papers, and ultimately the drain of
explaining oneself to an outsider that
won't recognise trauma unless it’s in
action takes a toll.

Kassabova’s Border stands on the
ground where crossings were once
forbidden and shows how routes and
smugglers survive rule changes. For all
three, mobility is work rather than
freedom, and for which you'd better have
your papers in order.

Serving nostalgia

Time Shelter by Gospodinov also throws
up nostalgia as a way to govern a people,
with clinics that recreate past decades
becoming popular only for elections and
new referendums to formalise a backward
turn, accentuated by the book’s
speculative style. While the travellers in
Flights resist the precarities of their
present by staying on the move, they're
still visible in what the museums choose

to display, ergo what nations choose to
monumentalise. Kairos similarly
documents who gets to tell the story of
the GDR (East Germany), who gets work
as a witness, and who is told to move on.
Finally, we have language, authority,
and the idea that the two are often the
same thing. In The Moravian Night,
Handke moves through Balkan spaces
where most speech is only official
narrative. He worries about the boundary
between testimony and performance and
forces the reader to sit with the
uncertainty of what can be said without
being pressed into someone else’s service.
The Ministry of Pain examines this
scene from another angle, mapping how
the literary market sorts Balkan voices by
their appeal to Western expectations.
Ugresic is cold-eyed about the demand for
tidy accounts of war and exile and about
the compromises writers make to be
published. In the same vein, Solenoid
retreats from state language into private
architecture without losing sight of the
civic pressure that prompted the retreat.

Ongoing wars

War is of course always ongoing in these
pages. The Orphanage by Zhadan sits
close to the frontline and writes from
checkpoints and severed phone lines
through constant interruption. Kassabova
shows the long tail of gun-laden borders
that keep producing fear and opportunity
after the armies leave. And while
Krasznahorkai’s towns feel demilitarised,
they remain garrisoned by bureaucracy.
Read together with Erpenbeck’s Kairos, it
seems the people are still fighting the war,
just that the enemy is the friction that
stayed behind.

Szalay’s Flesh strengthens this revival of
sorts by recording late-socialist housing
and thin public services against
Western-style consumption. There’s
administrative gatekeeping once again but
also the fraying of a diaspora, in terms of

languages lost across borders and
meetings staged on neutral ground.
Without pronouncing a thesis, Flesh
shows how lives become synchronised to
institutions that changed in all but their
tempo.

These books are also stripped of
melodrama, use a low register, lengthen
outcomes until they’re indistinguishable
from destiny, pare scenes down to hard
edges, preclude sentiment, and
meticulously record every small
transaction between nativity and exile.
The effect is to avoid consoling frames
and to keep from vindicating dignity.

Three decades have passed since the
political ruptures of 1989-91, long enough
for writers to observe a generation grow
up inside the new order. There have also
been geopolitical pressures on borders,
including the 2015 refugee crisis, the rise
of nationalist parties, the
institutionalisation of “memory laws”,
and the return of large-scale war to
Europe. In these conditions, the
questions of what counts as European
and how state socialism ought to be
remembered have again become relevant,
aided by an international reading market
more curious about intra-European
peripheries and literary prizes that
foreground translators’ labour.

Post-war and post-socialist narratives
from Eastern and Central Europe add a
record of how large events settle into
ordinary life, and thus constitute a more
relevant memorialisation in their own
right. Scholarly histories of World War II
and the fall of the Soviet Union fixed the
sequence and scale of violence and
reform, centring institutions, leaders,
treaties, and borders, whereas these
recent novels muster a counter-archive of
small, repeatable situations that those
accounts could never hold. Thus, they
don’t correct the record so much as cut its
judgment to the size of what people can
actually do.

Where Booker Prize winner Szalay and Nobel laureate Krasznahorkai meet
\_rIBT Booker Prize fasiar Szalay 3T Nobel laureate Krasznahorkai firera %

¢ Hungarian-British writer David Szalay’s Flesh has won the Booker Prize for 2025,
further strengthening a spate of award-winning fiction preserving the spectre of post-
war/ post-socialist Europe in the public imagination, since “
Svetlana Alexievich won the Nobel Prize in literature.
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e Szalay’s father was Hungarian and, after spending time in the
U.K. and Belgium, he moved back to the Central European country.

. ST P O EAREE 2 iR, g F. IR Afeway F THY A F 18, 3 wer Rt 2w e
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o Flesh s closely tied to the country: its protagonist returns there and scenes unfold amid late-

socialist urbanism.
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e It would seem this particular condition hasn’t ended but has in fact become a climate.
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Institutions carry on, often barely, and while there are freedom and dignity in practice,
they’re mediated by everyday systems reminiscent of the erstwhile Soviet Union’s heyday.

TR IR I §, SRR GRed 9, 3R Safds agR & Taaardr 3R 1R 3, 3 g4 "ifaad Ig
& TRABTA B TG feal el & TuTierdl §RT ALY Bl & |

In their celebrated novels, Laszlé Krasznahorkai (also from Hungary, and who has been
awarded the literature Nobel this year), Olga Tokarczuk, Peter Handke, Dubravka Ugresi¢,
Georgi Gospodinov, Jenny Erpenbeck, Mircea Cartarescu, Serhiy Zhadan, and Kapka
Kassabova have all chosen forms to match their materials — of long circuits, fragments,

speculative frames, and often plain diaries of passage. mmmﬁfﬁ e
m@mﬁoﬁsﬁt@ 3R ford 39 oY Wifiec e REBR a1 1), Siem Srprded, Wex
gigd, GAAHT SHARIP, STell MG, It Tia®, fafkiar sk, I8 Fer, ok
Wmmfrarﬁ‘ermﬁ’r@rﬁa@ﬁaﬁwqﬁ% wd Afdhel &, Tsl &, Wmﬂ?r
Wl &, 3R SR Ie R SRkt & |

Their books don’t promise resolution but simply keep a ledger of how people maintain lives
when history moves on, leaving them to work out the details.

39! fhdIs FHTUT BT aTe] 7] Rl Sieeh bad Tb Aol ITall & fob T Sitdd Hd ST d
& o 3fagTH 31 §¢ ST &, S fAaRuT Yo &l Sigar |

Resonant themes

<o g

A particularly resonant theme is systems changing but not the furniture. U foRvwu @
ToTa fawg € WonferaY T aga-T dlfdd BeTaR &1 el

Consider Baron Wenckheim Homecoming by Krasznahorkai, which turns a provincial town
into a nearly lifeless machine with the cultural house staging events, the police enforcing
order, the local press manufacturing anticipation, only for nothing of substance to arrive.

GRT IR AT GHABINT R [GTR &%, S U Ui [6R Sl Th a el
AT A sea a1 § o ik e Ter richH SRS Bl 8, IR sIawT ] bRl ©,
R U 3r9e &1 i v ©, Had e &1 i die 7 3 & |
Likewise, in Erpenbeck Kairos, the Wall falls and the institutions of former East Germany
dissolve on paper, but the habits they produced in people, from deference to the hunger for

recognition, endure, 331 g, Eﬂﬁlﬁﬁﬁmﬁ aﬂmﬁwﬁ%ﬁwﬁqﬁmﬁﬁw
gr;n[a%uvms‘raﬁ% Qe 3 AT A U Y 718 3MTed, STRTDTNGT I ARG D1 4G b, S+t
I

Cartarescu’s Solenoid provides the pre-history to this fate in a late-communist Bucharest
that’s an apparatus of inspections and petty humiliation, all to train in the local population a
posture of inwardness. Wﬁ?‘g" ?ﬁ?ﬁ‘lﬁ%‘%ﬁ U ﬁ E'I%IEW UaHd dhIdl e Udh IxR-
AFATE FERRE | ol RIS 3R BICT SUH HT USRI g, Tt RIFT Smardt & sriafedwar
DI T URIET A & g

It seems after 1989, that posture didn’t just evaporate but instituted in citizens a wariness of
new freedoms. ﬁﬂTchﬁHEﬂ?lT% 1989 35313, %%Wa@aﬁg@aﬁwﬁﬁﬁqﬁ
TS 3T AraeT IRUT IR G

Another theme centres on mobility. T 3 fow nifefterar R S 31

Tokarczuk Flights is an ethnography of motion, of bodies in transit in airports and ferries
and through museums and cabinets of curiosities. Wl?gmﬁ

8, §aTg 3rS1 3R B § URTHA & TRIN! &1 3R HUgTadt iR RIS bfamed &
I |

Yet, Flights doesn’t celebrate movement so much as it measures its costs. i o,
TATSEN BT I g! Pl foraHT o ST ANTal P A 5 |

Ugresi¢’s The Ministry of Pain does something similar for the former Yugoslavia, with its
visas, teaching contracts, work permits, and residency papers, and ultimately the drain of
explaining oneself to an outsider that won’t recognise trauma unless it’s in action takes a toll.
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o Kassabova Border stands on the ground where crossings were once forbidden and shows
how routes and smugglers survive rule changes.

o HUEE H1 ST IU THH R TS & gt i HH Ffvg off 3R fazamar § i anf ik
TATER AT aRad! 9 od Sifdd 8d 8|

o For all three, mobility is work rather than freedom, and for which you’d better have your
papers in order. a1 & forg, faRiaaradadr & Ioid BT ©, 3R S9F iy MU 9gaR
BT fob MU HRTSITA ST H Bl |

www.patrioticias.in

Serving nostalgia
AR AT TR

¢ Time Shelter by Gospodinov also throws up nostalgia as a way to govern a people, with
clinics that recreate past decades becoming popular only for elections and new referendums
to formalise a backward turn, accentuated by the book’s speculative style.

o TS o1 TgH AeeR Hf AT o1 At o) MRIT HRA BT Th a=iepT Fart 7, s
fsd g &I fhR ¥ ¥ ardt fFafe gl & e diefiig 81 9 € $iR 7T 9 38 1D
BT 3R S B! MU S €, S [ ot weu-m=ite Deft @ 3R 9¢ Sarg |

o While the travellers in Flights resist the precarities of their present by staying on the move,
they’re still visible in what the museums choose to display, ergo what nations choose to
monumentalism.

o Oafh wATge | T 31U adHE @ ifAfadrsi @1 faRly Ted TwaHR #Rad §, 9 R 4 3F
et & fowrg 3a & off vreTera YeRid el g 8, Srufe MY 91 RSSO B I ¢

o Kairos similarly documents who gets to tell the story of the GDR (East Germany), who gets
work as a witness, and who is told to move on. ﬂﬂgﬁﬂ it 3@[ e W[aﬁ W% f% GDR
(ﬁ%ﬁ)ﬁmﬁqm% TaTg & ¥ 4 & 6y e g, ok i oMt gt &1 dal
SIGIN

 Finally, we have language, authority, and the idea that the two are often the same thing. 3id
¥, §UR URT UTYT, T4, 3R 98 faaR ¢ f GFi ok U gt I &

¢ |n The Moravian Night, Handke moves through Balkan spaces where most speech is only
official narrative. g HIRTAU A1g¢ H, gigdhared- WM A ToRdl g et s
Fad TRIBING FAT |

e He worries about the boundary between testimony and performance and forces the reader
to sit with the uncertainty of what can be said without being pressed into someone else’s

service. I8 TATe! 3R WeRIA & o9 3 W1 ! Ao Rifad § ok ures &1 39 Siffdaar &
Y 96 DY AR HRT ¢ [ T B8 S Yol § foT foplt 3R ot Aar A |

o The Ministry of Pain examines this scene from another angle, mapping how the literary
market sorts Balkan voices by their appeal to Western expectations. ¢ fﬁﬁ@ 3TH U9
Y T B QI BV J SI9d 8, T8 AU Il g % il arirares- smarsi & ufinht
JU&TAT & Ul ITDT 3T & YR R Y Bied g

e Ugresic¢ is cold-eyed about the demand for tidy accounts of war and exile and about thg
compromises writers make to be published. Eﬁﬁlﬂ?{lﬁ' 3R fafea & W—ﬁ?ﬁ’ QT-HT-ﬁ il
AT SR AAH! gRT TSI B F fo1T fHT 71U Jughal &) Ao et ToR @ |

Ongoing wars
I 3e TS
e War is of course always ongoing in these pages. Y& BIEGESCE 3?1?[83[ o ORI 99 3G %I
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The Orphanage by Zhadan sits close to the frontline and writes from checkpoints and
severed phone lines through constant interruption. SITGIH PG Gﬂﬁmﬁq & PG
ot § 3R APUTSeH 3R e WIF A3l ¥ TAR FHTde & H1eH I forad 71
Kassabova shows the long tail of gun-laden borders that keep producing fear and
opportunity after the armies leave. awnaﬁmg% | aq ?ﬂTIT&% CARC| UG feamdt g o
131 & TS S F w18 S 3R AR AT el @l B
And while Krasznahorkai’s towns feel demilitarised, they remaln arrisoned by
bureaucracy. 3R Safd BPTHETER®TE & e _-APHd %w@mﬁmqaﬁ
Ed B
Read together with Erpenbeck’s Kairos, it seems the people are still fighting the war, just
that the enemy is the friction that stayed behind. qﬁqa$ & m% qry tl% GIRUGIRAED
ant 3aft o g S X2 ©, S gRU 98 gyur § S i 38
Szalay’s Flesh strengthens this revival of sorts by recording late-socialist housing and thin
public services against Western-style consumption. SIT¢ld DI TART T TRE B JTv&R Call

F & SUR-ATHITHATETG ATaRT 3R gl Ardti-id Garsi & ufdndt Aet &
mlg" & faw Rapls aah |
There’s administrative gatekeeping once again but also the fraying of a diaspora, in terms
of languages lost across borders and meetings staged on neutral ground. Udh dR

8 Aft 1 & U vl ayera &1 &g i, Farett & uR Wig s

YToTaft 3R T YA R I d6d! & g Al
Without pronouncing a thesis, Flesh shows how lives become synchronised to institutions
that changed in all but their tempo. fomm ﬁ'st SRy gifta fPy, T e % & Sllgq 39
TRprsft ¥ 4 RisIATS 81 91d & o 30! T &1 BISaR 94 $© 9ed Idl ¢ |
These books are also stripped of melodrama, use a low register, lengthen outcomes until
they’re indistinguishable from destiny, pare scenes down to hard edges, preclude
sentiment, and metlculously record every small transactlon between nativity and exile. B
R AateTaT @ +ff ged 2, o1 IReR 1 SUAT S 2, TR 51 3T oial Bl & 1 3
WG R ST B oA ¢, 20l Bl BER ReARY G HH BN 8, UG B Al &, 3R w7
IR Frafee S0 R ©12 A3 1 GEraT @ R e B
The effect is to avoid consoling frames and to keep from vindicating dignity. UHTd Hica=T
39 919 A A S 3R TREAT B WA 38 A R IE BT
Three decades have passed since the political ruptures of 1989-91, long enough for writers
to observe a generation grow up inside the new order. 1989-91 %W EEFEIGIE]
X Ad I ¢, 301 T b e TS Sqaedl & 3fcR T Uil ) 5871 8ld & b |
There have also been geopolitical pressures on borders, including the 2015 refugee crisis,
the rise of nationalist parties, the institutionalisation of “memory laws”, and the return of
large-scale war to Europe. Hrsff wR %ﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬁlﬁ garg i X ©, o 2015 IO W,

m;?ﬁ?ﬂm, THf BT BT GRIFTABI, 3R gAT ¥ 8 THH U= g b1 oy
|

In these conditions, the questions of what counts as European and how state socialism
ought to be remembered have again become relevant, aided by an international reading
market more curious about intra-European peripheries and literary prizes that foreground
translators’ labour. szfqﬁ‘@mﬁ @Tﬂ'q?ﬂ'[ EIGI] Sy 3R WW@WWW
ST AT, 3 Uy iR uifies g1 71U &, Forien! et Uah of T3 §I6R 3 &1 Sl gRIU-
?ﬁu&f‘uﬁ%qﬁfs{%mﬁ% IR AIRTAS RIBRI A Sl STATGHI b 97 DI ST @
I
Post-war and post-socialist narratives from Eastern and Central Europe add a record of
how large events settle into ordinary life, and thus constitute a more relevant
memorialisation in their own right. qﬁf qy q\ﬂ‘q ) Q,@?R' THISIATE-3TR HUT T8
Repie Sredt § o 98 Uerhd ATURYI SHad § &l 99 91d €, 3R 39 UHR W | s
i wgfa-Rge s 81
Scholarly histories of World War Il and the fall of the Soviet Union fixed the sequence and
scale of violence and reform, centring institutions, leaders, treaties, and borders,
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whereas these recent novels muster a counter-archive of small, repeatable situations that
those accounts could never hold.

o Iy gz iR Aifaga @ & uaa & Aeifore sfogrl 2 AT ok YuR &t 3rgwa iR U=
oI FRR forar, wwmaft, Aanaf, witry, ofik Wwre o) o A A gu, Jafes 3 gifern Iu=amg
%@?,mmmm%ﬁﬁwwuﬁ-ﬁ%m%ﬁ%émwﬁwﬁ

|

e Thus, they don'’t correct the record so much as cut its judgment to the size of what people
can actually do.

. w,éﬁﬁéﬁ%ﬁmmﬁmﬁwwwm%ﬁﬁ@ﬂwﬁw
|

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED 17 November 2025

History
1. | Minister apologises for remarks against Raja Ram Mohan Roy

3TSIT I g I & Raame fewoft wr W= 3 3w |1l

2. | Stone nagaswaram at Tamil Nadu temple to hog the limelight at
consecration ritual

dffreerg dfeR 3 W ARRaRT iU SEH § Yl &7 &g a1
Society
3. | The legal hoodwinking of Adivasis
SfeariRral 1 ST TreaaTe
Geography
4. | Maduro decries joint exercises by U.S. and Trinidad and Tobago

Tl A Mkt SR Aifvigre Td clam & Wigaa snardi ot fHar o1

Bridge collapse at Congo cobalt mine after rain kills over 30 informal
miners

FIT DlaTee WeM A 7a FRA A I1=1 & a1 30 I ¥ sFvaiRe
@fe! &t dia

Haiti town mourns as it staggers from Hurricane Melissa

Fheh=1 AferaT | S[grd T oelt 1 Sl M F gal

In Chile, a presidential vote pits a communist against the far right

forelt #, T1gufa g9 te segfRe 3t sifd-aféomy & fRaare st sxarg
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Czechs plan nuclear expansion to double output, end fossil fuel reliance
Y TURTST TRHTY] fAFIR P TIST 947 38T 8 a1 SIS gRAT 8 3R
Starew g1 wR Rar gura gt

| History [17/11/2025
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Minister apologises
for remarks against

Raja Ram Mohan Roy ~

BHOPAL/KOLKATA

Madhya Pradesh Higher
Education Minister and
BJP leader Inder Singh Par-
mar on Sunday apologised
for his remarks on social
reformer Raja Ram Mohan
Roy, whom he had termed
a “British agent” while ac-
cusing him of aiding mis-
sionaries in religious
conversion.

Mr. Parmar made the
controversial remarks dur-
ing an event on Saturday to
mark the 150th birth anni-
versary of tribal icon Birsa
Munda

“l was discussing his
[Birsa Munda] life and dis-
cussing the British conspi-
racy. I mistakenly and in a
flow said something offen-
sive about social reformer
Raja Ram Mohan Roy and I
regret it. I repent for it
Mr. Parmar said in an apol-
ogy video shared on X.

His remarks drew sharp
criticism from Congress
leaders in the State as well
as the Trinamool Congress
in West Bengal.

“There was a vicious cy-
cle going on in Bengal and
nearby regions to change
the faith of the people of
this county through En-
glish education and the
British had made several
Indians as fake social re-
formers. Raja Ram Mohan
Roy was one of them who
kept working as a British
agent,” Mr. Parmar had
said on Saturday.

West Bengal Minister
and Trinamool leader
Sashi Panja said the wo-
men of the country knew it
was because of Raja Ram
Mohan Roy that the Sati
system had been
abolished.

“Calling Raja Ram Mo-
han Roy, the man who
abolished Sati and ushered
modernity, humanism &
women’s rights, a ‘British
agent’ is not a slip. It’s the
BJP’s Bangla-Birodhi (anti-
Bengali) mindset on full
display. When you can't

I'z "
<
Uoas

Inder Singh Parmar

match Bengal’s intellect,
you try to defame it,” Tri-
namool’s Rajya Sabha
member Ritabrata Baner-
jee said.

“Failing miserably to
make any impact in Ben-
gal, the BJP has now resort-
ed to its dirtiest tactic, de-
faming Bengal and the
towering icons  who
shaped our civilisation.

From Rabindranath Ta-
gore to Swami Vivekanan-
da to Ishwar Chandra Vi-
dyasagar, no legend has
been spared from the BJP’s
relentless insults,” the Tri-
namool said in an X post.

‘Communal mindset’

Madhya Pradesh Leader of
the Opposition and Con-
gress MLA Umang Singhar
termed the remarks
“shameful” and alleged
that they were a “BJP con-
spiracy to bring those who
serve their ideology to the
centre of history and to de-

fame the real
nation-builders”.
“Even though the Minis-

ter has apologised after the
public’s outrage, the ques-
tion is - Can a communal
mindset change with just
one apology? Is a mindset
that distorts and twists his-
tory acceptable while hold-
ing a ministerial position?”
Mr. Singhar asked on X.

West Bengal BJP presi-
dent Samik Bhattacharya
said he would raise the is-
sue with the party’s central
leadership but added that
the Trinamool was blowing
the issue out of
proportion.

Minister apologises for remarks against Raja
Ram Mohan Roy

TSI I HigH I & faare fewoft we w:H 3
HIBT A

eMadhya Pradesh Higher Education Minister and BJP leader
Inder Singh Parmar on Sunday apologised for his remarks
on social reformer Raja Ram Mohan Roy, whom he had
termed a “British agent” while accusing him of aiding
missionaries in religious conversion.

TR I e {3t 3R HISTUT AT SR fRig AR A
IaR P AR GURE TSI I WG I TR 370t fewoft
& fore ot AR, forg Sei enftfes uRadH o farmRal &t 7ag
FRA BT HRIY TG gU “farfe=r weie” wgr Ml

eMr. Parmar made the controversial remarks during an event
on Saturday to mark the 150th birth anniversary of tribal icon
Birsa Munda

it IRER A Ig fqarfed fewult IR & SHedE T/ faar
HST Bt 1501 STt & Iucied & Ao Brishd & SR B
¢“| was discussing his [Birsa Munda] life and discussing the
British conspiracy.

T I [faar geT) siia i fafewr e w =raf o= 3@t ol
¢| mistakenly and in a flow said something offensive about
social reformer Raja Ram Mohan Roy and | regret it.

Y T & SR TgTd B WIS GURS ST IH g I &
IR A $S AMUSHS B8 T 3R Y2 SUH regret
| repent for it,” Mr. Parmar said in an apology video shared
on X.

“H T foTT UYTaTT Rl g, ot TRAR 3 X WR 1en foy g
ATe! A o wenl
eHis remarks drew sharp criticism from Congress leaders
in the State as well as the Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal.

STt fewfordt = Xre § i Aarefl qu1 ufdm srel 8 qunge
IO B! HSI ATA=—AT 61 54 e
¢“There was a vicious cycle going on in Bengal and nearby
regions to change the faith of the people of this county
through English education and the British had made several
Indians as fake social reformers.

TS SR U & & 7 St fRigm & dA1em 3 anll &1
e} gee &1 U g Id 8T AT 3R fafesi 3 &3 YRt &t
Bl AHToTE YRS & a1 411
eRaja Ram Mohan Roy was one of them who kept working as
a British agent,” Mr. Parmar had said on Saturday.

TSI ITH HIg I 374 T U U ol fafewr wele &) avg o™
B IB,” I TRAR A AR Bl BT ATl

eWest Bengal Minister and Trinamool leader Sashi Panja
said the women of the country knew it was because of Raja
Ram Mohan Roy that the Sati system had been abolished.

i3 se &t wAt SR Jurge Aar i uiem A w1 fF e

@) AfgATd ST § b el WAT BT I T I HIg I & HROT 3T AT

“Calling Raja Ram Mohan Roy, the man who abolished Sati and ushered modernity,

humanism & women’s ri hts a ‘British agent’ is not a S\;ﬁ"r

Tl TYT THI R ardt

Afeene & fUreRI &

qTEh ITSlT I HigH G Bl faﬁmﬁf Fe B T T 2|
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It's the BJP’s Bangla-Birodhi (anti-Bengali) mindset on full display.

T8 HISUT I SITaT-ARef ARy T &1 TP JexiF 8|

When you can’'t match Bengal’s intellect, you try to defame it,” Trinamool’s Rajya
Sabha member Ritabrata Banerjee said.

TS 1Y S B G Ul DI SRISET 81 B Fobvdl, dl Y I GGAH B DI IR
B T, IO b ICTHHT T Rasd a=sif 1 el

“Failing miserably to make any impact in Bengal, the BJP has now resorted to its
dirtiest tactic, defaming Bengal and the towering icons who shaped our civilisation.

ST B IS YHIT Ul H H 3hd 81 & €I, HISTUT 3(F 30 T Tidt UM
gﬁ%—wsﬁ?m%ﬁmaﬁwm,mﬁmﬂmaﬁw
|

From Rabindranath Tagore to Swami Vivekananda to Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar, no legend has been spared from the BJP’s relentless insults,” the
Trinamool said in an X post.

TieATY &R 9§ da Wil faderg ok 47 95 faemR de, Yot &1 e
TSI fewfdmY @ B +ff AeFEe® 21 o1 8, U = X URe & el

‘Communal mindset’

Madhya Pradesh Leader of the Opposition and Congress MLA Umang Singhar
termed the remarks “shameful” and alleged that they were a BJP conspiracy to bring
those who serve their ideology to the centre of history and to defame the real nation-
builders”.

A TR & fauet & Aar 3R SN [Jures ST RiTR A 37 fewfor &1 <

AT 3R SRIY TR 3 I8 Th WTSTaT |IOTRT 7, forad 3 30 faaRt &t dar el

gﬁﬁgﬁ@m%éﬁﬁwaﬁﬁ% 3R arafae g-Fafarsif & saTH S aed
"

“Even though the Minister has apologised after the public’s outrage, the question is -

Can a communal mindset change with just one apology?

“gTalTe SHSMHIRT &b §IG HAl = AT AN &t 8, A FaTa T8 5—a U AiveID
ATRypar Rt T ATh! ¥ ded b 82

Is a mindset that distorts and twists history acceptable while holding a ministerial
position?” Mr. Singhar asked X.

1 3fIET Pl AS-ARISHR U H a6t ARG 13 U |R Bd gU Wdr 872
i TR = X R g8

West Bengal BJP president Samik Bhattacharya said he would raise the issue

with the party’s central leadership but added that the Trinamool was blowing the
issue out of proportion.

U3 SIS YIS SeAeT Aide HgTaTd A S8l fd 98 39 He ®1 U] B $urd Aqed
& A IoTa, A ag +ft SieT fob qure 39 g, &1 9e1-deTdh: U o @ ¢
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Stone nagaswaram
at Tamil Nadu temple
to hog the limelight
at consecration ritual

B. Kolappan
KUMBAKONAM

The kumbabishekam (con-
secration) of the Adikum-
beshwarar Temple in Kum-
bakonam, scheduled for
December 1, will draw at-
tention to the unique stone
nagaswaram preserved in
the temple.

The instrument was last
played years ago during
the Ayudha Puja. It will be
played again on November
28 as part of rituals leading
up to the kumbabishekam.

“It is a timiri-type nagas-
waram with six holes, and
we use the ‘seevali’ made
for a timiri nagaswaram.
The instrument has its lim-
itations. It also demands
enormous energy on the
part of the player,” said
Swaminathan, former na-
gaswaram artiste of the
Adikumbeshwarar Tem-
ple.

The pipe of the instru-
ment, known as the ‘uz-
haw’, is made of stone. The
front portion, called the
‘anusu’, acts as volume en-
hancer, and the end por-
tion is where the reed is fit-
ted. These parts are made
of brass.

Story on instrument
Although there are no re-
cords on when the instru-
ment was made, the Kum-
bakonam-based  writer,
Ki.Ra. Gopalan, has writ-
ten a short story, Kal
Naayanam, an imaginative
narrative about its
creation.

The story begins with
the Navaratri celebrations
in the temple. Among the
dolls adorning the Golu is a
stone nagaswaram disco-
vered in a room that had
remained locked for many
years. “If there was a sculp-
tor capable of making a na-
gaswaram, there would
certainly be a nagaswaram
player who could handle
it,” says Natarajan, a cha-
racter in the story.

As they admire the in-
strument, another charac-
ter, Vaidhi, begins to nar-
rate the tale: Once, there

i o’
The timiri-type nagaswaram
with six holes.

lived in Kumbakonam a
sculptor named Nagesan
and his close friend Muthu-
kumaran, an accom-
plished nagaswaram
player. Nagesan's sister An-
jana was in love with Muth-
ukumaran. When Muthu-
kumaran wondered
whether Nagesan could
chisel a nagaswaram out of
stone, the sculptor said he
could, if someone was rea-
dy to play it. “Are you rea-
dy to give up your vocation
if I manage to play it? If I
fail, I will never touch the
nagaswaram again,” said
Muthukumaran.

Nagesan instead de-
clared that if Muthukuma-
ran could not play the
stone nagaswaram, he
would not give his sister in
marriage. This shocked
Anjana, who even secretly
attempted to break the in-
strument but failed.

Contest result

After the nagaswaram was
completed, a date was
fixed for its playing. Muth-
ukumaran picked up the
instrument effortlessly and
played it as though he had
been doing it for years.

As everyone looked on
in amazement, Muthu-
kumaran explained that he
had begun practising by
holding an iron pipe hea-
vier than the stone nagas-
waram and “playing” it in
his mind, imagining it as
the real instrument. “It
was difficult for the first
two or three days, but it be-
came normal thereafter,”
he told the audience.

about its creation.

T 39 I & A0 &1 $18 Rels Iudsy 781 8, FUBIH F dE® S
MUTAA = 3P T R MY U HedTHD HeM! ‘b A=’ gl B

e The story begins with the Navaratri celebrations in the temple.

HEH B YIIMT TR & g1 ardt a1y Iad I gl 2|

Stone nagaswaram at Tamil Nadu temple to hog the
limelight at consecration ritual

affreTg dier & w i ARaRy Afie® g |
ATHYT BT g TAM

. The kumbabishekam
(consecration) of the
Adikumbeshwarar Temple in
Kumbakonam, scheduled for December
1, will draw attention to the unique stone
nagaswaram preserved in the temple.

' F IAMfSHAYRT TR BT 1
faxiar @ FHeiva g (@f
TR # WRfEra sifgdia ® ATRaRd W
AT SATHIAT B
. The instrument was last played
years ago during the Ayudha Puja.
g IR P N UG G ST b GRH
SifaH IR ST T 7|
. It will be played again on

November 28 as part of rituals leading up
to the kumbabishekam.

g 28 TAER D] HHHUD ¥ U< 51 aTet SISHI b o & TUH
TR & ST Se|

) “It is a timiri-type nagaswaram with six holes, and we use
the ‘seevali’ made for a timiri nagaswaram.

Tg BT Dal Al U Tl HPR AFRGRH ©, 3R 51 39 g
TR faam - <<ftarey Wi wvd g1

o The instrument has its limitations.
S AR BT SO FEN B
. It also demands enormous energy on the part of the

player,” said Swaminathan, former nagaswaram artiste of the
Adikumbeshwarar Temple.

3 IO a1l § UR Frelf Bl 4 STl Bt B, SMfebagR

TR & qd TTRRH HATDBR HIHTYA = FHET

. The pipe of the instrument, known as the ‘uzhau’, is made of
stone.

e B! Ursy, Y IS’ FHeT Il §, U/ B a1 g |

. The front portion, called the ‘anusu’, acts as volume

enhancer, and the end portion is where the reed is fitted.

T 1 e, O <3 g1 9T €, aTegH §¢ &b BIH Bl
g, 9 sifcm fewd & $s s et 51

. These parts are made of brass.

U fad & §H 8Id 5|

. Story on instrument

qIRIA W BTt

. Although there are no records on when the instrument was
made, the Kumbakonam-based writer, Ki.Ra. Gopalan, has
written a short story, Kal Naayanam, an imaginative narrative
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¢ Among the dolls adorning the Golu is a stone nagaswaram discovered in a room that
had remained locked for many years.
T &1 gollae | Ue T AFRaRd o 8, St 8 aui 3 §¢ TS U HIR J U 77 T

o “If there was a sculptor capable of making a nagaswaram, there would certainly be a
nagaswaram player who could handle it,” says Natarajan, a character in the story.
Gie, PIs HABR AFGRH §1 Gl &, f FIHT T § 34 I arell T ATRGIH
arg® i g1, HETI & U UT eI Hed 6|

o As they admire the instrument, another character, Vaidhi, begins to narrate the tale:
SR gt 3 IR B U R ©, U 3T U Y HgT AT R el 6

o Once, there lived in Kumbakonam a sculptor named Nagesan and his close friend
Muthukumaran, an accomplished nagaswaram player.
TS IT FUBIVH H ARRM A0S Th GdBR AR DT Hal (B GYFHRA, S
U PRI AFRIRY a6 T, 384 Y|

o Nagesan'’s sister Anjana was in love with Muthukumaran.
ARIR & S5 3T B GYPURA I U 41|

o  When Muthukumaran wondered whether Nagesan could chisel a nagaswaram out of
stone, the sculptor said he could, if someone was ready to play it.

S GYHHARA = T o 71 AFRE TR ¥ ATRGRH aRI el 8, al JJdBR - el b
I8 U1 I Tl 7, Ife PIs 39 FoF & U AR 21

e “Are you ready to give up your vacation if | manage to play it? If | fail, | will never
touch the nagaswaram again,” said Muthukumaran.
“<RT qH ST 9N Bl & 1T dIR 8, e H 58 aof1 §2 afe # srathd gan, a1 # fiR
B! ATRERH TET GHT1,” TYHHR 7 Dl

¢ Nagesan instead declared that if Muthukumaran could not play the stone
nagaswaram, he would not give his sister in marriage.

b SO AN A U0 1 fob Ui GYGHAR T TREH g1 ool Urd, dl I8
31U+t T8 1 faaTg IHA 8T |

e This shocked Anjana, who even secretly attempted to break the instrument but failed.
g GADBR ST W I T3, 3R I W U J Ireds b drg o1 off wifRrer i,
s 3 g |

Contest result

o After the nagaswaram was completed, a date was fixed for its playing.
IRIRH RTEH & dle, 39 ToH &I Ue [ q@ &1 TS|

e Muthukumaran picked up the instrument effortlessly and played it as though he had
been doing it for years.
YYHHRA - IR0 ! Jgordl I IS 3R T IR I 98 9 N1 4 ol X@T 7l

e As everyone looked on in amazement, Muthukumaran explained that he had begun
practising by holding an iron pipe heavier than the stone nagaswaram and “playing”
it in his mind, imagining it as the real instrument.
O 9 371 § 36 X6 ¥, GYHHARA 2 9dqr foh 39 S = o o1 &g a1 ursy,
S T ATRaGRA T HRY oft, BT U saR 3R 19 H I aRdfde aredsd AFeR S I

o ‘|t was difficult for the first two or three days, but it became normal thereafter,” he told the
audience.

“Ugal al-diF 137 B3 2, At ITF 918 Ta I 81 a1, 39 =it I &gl

| Society (1TA112025
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The legal hoodwinking of Adivasis

ast month, when the
Chhattisgarh High Court
upheld the cancellation

of community forest

rights (CFR) of Ghatbarra village in
Chhattisgarh’s Hasdeo Arand
forests, it did not just close a legal
case; it also closed the door on
justice. For the residents of
Ghatbarra, mostly Adivasis, whose
forests were taken over and felled
for the Parsa East and Kanta Basan
coal mine, the ruling added insult
to injury. In the nine years since
they approached the court seeking
restoration of their rights, the
damage was already done: while
the matter remained sub judice,
mining on their community forest
lands was fast-tracked and lakhs of
trees were felled. Now, rather than
restoring their rights, the court
dismissed the original recognition
of rights as a “mistake” and
suggested that any rights claims
could be compensated in money.

To the Adivasis, however, the
forest is not a property claim but a
living relationship. The judgment
is not only a legal setback but also
amoral one, revealing how the
architecture of forest governance
continues to serve capitalist
developmental logics that the
Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006, was
meant to challenge.

A long history of legal tussles
The proposal to divert the forest
land for mining was originally
rejected by the Environment
Ministry’s Forest Advisory
Committee (FAC) in 2011, noting
the area’s ecological richness. An
FAC subcommittee also reported
that forest rights were not settled
and that the affected villagers
lacked basic awareness of the law.
Since 2009, following the FRA’s
enactment, settlement of forest
rights and informed prior consent
of affected Gram Sabhas have
been a legal precondition for
forest diversion that is done under
the Forest Conservation Act, 1980.
Despite this, the then
Environment Minister, Jairam
Ramesh, allowed the project to
proceed, arguing that
developmental imperatives

_ outweighed ecological
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Lele
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The Supreme
Court’s Niyamgiri
verdict was a
beacon for the
constitutional
promise of Adivasi
self-determination.
What has unfolded
in Hasdeo
contradicts that
principle

considerations, which could be
managed. The forest clearance
was granted in 2012, despite
villagers’ pleas and protests.

In 2014, the National Green
Tribunal set aside this clearance,
directing the Ministry to
reconsider the proposal and to
halt mining. But on appeal by the
mine leaseholder, shortly
afterwards, the Supreme Court
allowed the mine to resume,
without interfering with the
direction to reconsider the
clearance. Despite the apparent
oddity, this position continued
until the appeal was withdrawn in
2023. The FAC reconsidered the
matter in 2018. By then, the mine
was already operational and the
FAC merely noted it as a fait
accompli.

Meanwhile, in 2013, the
Ghatbarra Gram Sabha’s CFRs
were formally (albeit partially)
recognised under the FRA. But
once the community began
asserting those rights against
mining, the District Level
Committee (DLC) headed by the
District Collector unilaterally
revoked their title in 2016,
prompting the villagers to
approach the High Court.

Finding and its failings

After nine years, the High Court
has held that Ghatbarra’s CFRs
were void ab initio because the
land had already been diverted for
mining. This reasoning ignored
Section 4(7) of the FRA, which
states that forest rights are
recognised “free of all
encumbrances.” If a mining lease
is an encumbrance on a
community’s customary forest, it
is the government’s duty to
remove it before recognising or
restoring rights — not the other
way around.

Recognising CFRs does not
mean mines will always be
blocked, because Gram Sabhas
can still give their consent. The
difference is that recognition
empowers a Gram Sabha to make
its own decision and, if necessary,
determine the appropriate
compensation. By contrast, the
court’s suggestion that any claims

The legal hoodwinking of Adivasis

fearRral ®t ST arerarett

could be compensated, while
refusing to uphold recognised
rights, is a judicial shrug rather
than a binding direction.

The judgment also relied on
technicalities to sidestep a central
question: whether the forest
clearance complied with the legal
requirements to settle forest rights
and obtain Gram Sabha consent.
Ghatbarra Gram Sabha’s recorded
opposition preceding the
clearance and the subsequent CFR
recognition suggest otherwise.
Under Rule 12(B) of the FRA rules,
it is the DLC’s obligation to ensure
that CFRs are recognised and to
record reasons if they are not. Yet
the court faulted the petitioners
for failing to prove that the
clearance violated the FRA.
Without the DLC’s reasons to
explain the non-existence of CFRs,
it is likely that any evidence of FRA
compliance used to grant
clearance was flawed. This is not
pure conjecture, because Gram
Sabha consents were found to be
forged in the neighbouring Parsa
coal block.

The court’s rejection of the
petitioners’ locus standi is also
problematic. CFRs are rights of the
entire village community in the
name of its Gram Sabha, and the
petitioner villagers were clearly
aggrieved by the cancellation. The
court also faulted them for not
challenging the original diversion
order, ignoring that the NGT had
already set it aside and that the
Supreme Court’s pending
proceedings had effectively frozen
their legal options.

The Supreme Court’s Niyamgiri
verdict (2013) was a beacon for the
constitutional promise of Adivasi
self-determination over their
customary forests. What has
unfolded in Hasdeo contradicts
that principle. The verdict is less
an act of justice and more an act of
administrative legitimisation. It
shows how the language of legality
can be turned against justice and
how institutions, even the courts,
can ritualise procedure while
perpetuating dispossession. .
Unless the FRA is enforced, justice
will remain as empty as the mine
pits in Hasdeo.

e Last month, when the Chhattisgarh High Court upheld the cancellation of community forest
rights (CFR) of Ghatbarra village in Chhattisgarh’s Hasdeo Arand forests, it did not just

close a legal case; it also closed the door on justiceﬁ@ﬁ J:|—5°|€[ oid Eﬁ-ﬂ@'l’é I g A
UG & 89¢d 3RUY STA! H UTesR] 1 & T ABRI (CFR) B T51bRUT &l
AR G, Al g DHad U DI HIHC Bl §a g [T, 38 =1 b gR DI H 5 $Hx faar|

e For the residents of Ghatbarra, mostly Adivasis, whose forests were taken over and felled
for the Parsa East and Kanta Basan coal mine, the ruling added insult to injury. HUTeaRl &
frafat & fore, srerar snfeardt, e Sira uRan gd 3R et 91 Siaen e & g
Fool § fow MU $iR H1C 7Y, I8 T de R SgHTH SIS fadT|

¢ In the nine years since they approached the court seeking restoration of their rights, the
damage was already done: while the matter remained sub judice, mining on their
community forest lands was fast-tracked and lakhs of trees were felled.

o At aul § oiT A I U USR] B Terel b Ry 3rereid o1 AT Wewen, &fd Ugd € &l
g : S9 g 99 Sgfed 41 @7, 39 AHIA® a9 Y IR G S doft 9 S dg/T
7 3R dREl 98 H1e |
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Now, rather than restoring their rights, the court dismissed the original recognition of rights as
a “mistake” and suggested that any rights claims could be compensated in money. 3{d,
HYBRT DY T8 B &b oI, SHETAd - HA DR Bt AT DT el HRR T 3R g
foan fop fopat oft ifRrepR Tl bl &1 | anrasT e S Wb 31

To the Adivasis, however, the forest is not a property claim but a living relationship.

gTelifeh, nfeaTRyaY % Ry, SiTel Ueb TRy <raT =8 Sieth U siad Wy 21

The judgment is not only a legal setback but also a moral one, revealing how the
architecture of forest governance continues to serve capitalist developmental logics that

the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006, was meant to challenge. I8 thadl - %dd T BT
TP § Ticp T Afae o, Gﬁwm%ﬁ?mwﬁwgﬁﬁaﬁﬁmﬁﬂaﬁ
DI a1 Y IRT T g forg a1 SR Sifufae (FRA), 2006 &1 g 37 & forg s=mar mar
i

A long history of legal tussles

BT faarel 1w sfaere

The proposal to divert the forest land for mining was originally rejected by the Environment
Ministry’s Forest Advisory Commlttee (FAC) in 2011, noting the area’s ecological

richness. T & 1T a1 YT 1 e 1 URdTd T U § UG1aRoT HATed & 9 GaEPR
AR (FAC) BRT 2011 & 3RATHR B o T o, & o) uIikfRufe T 1 Sooid
gl

An FAC subcommittee also reported that forest rights were not settled and that the affected
villagers lacked basic awareness of the law. U FAC Iuafafa 3+ Raid fFar fea=
PR 7 el U & 3R T IoR & BT &t Yo SRRe T &1 Bt |

Since 2009, following the FRA’s enactment, settlement of forest rights and informed prior
consent of affected Gram Sabhas have been a legal precondition for forest diversion that
is done under the Forest Conservation Act, 1980.

2009 ¥, FRA & SHTIF0 & 916, 9 ARIPRI &1 FUerT 3R yyifad ara qure & giad qd
ggwﬁlaq%i?&marf‘irﬁw, 1980 & Tgd T I aTdt a1 WIS & folT U HIAT Yawrd gt
|

Despite this, the then Environment Minister, Jairam Ramesh, allowed the project to
proceed, arguing that developmental imperatives outweighed ecological considerations,
which could be managed.

3P FTac[G, debTe qgiaur Hfl, STaRTH IR, 3 YRGS &I 3 §g4 o1 3iHfd <, ad ad
§U fos faprard} siftardamiiRufas faart w U et 8, 5 et fosan o1 9w g |
The forest clearance was granted in 2012, despite villagers’ pleas and protests.

T Hef2012 B A T, Trefiont a8 orieh 9k ket 3 Sraee

In 2014, the National Green Tribunal set aside this clearance, directing the Ministry to
reconsider the proposal and to halt mining.

2014 ¥, X919 g S 3 39 Hed) &1 g R o, HATerd &l R W GHAGER $ 3R
T A o1 R R

But on appeal by the mine leaseholder, shortly afterwards, the Supreme Court allowed the
mine to resume, without interfering with the direction to reconsider the clearance.

Afh WG UETURS® 31 3did W, U] 81 &} 91G, Haled =Arareyg = WaH i R ¥ L& A
BT SHfa <, TR R AR F Adw A sxaay feu fam)
Despite the apparent oddity, this position continued until the appeal was withdrawn in 2023.
Wy fafesd & sTace, a8 fRUfd 2023 7 sidie Iy fore oM 9@ SIRT 361
The FAC reconsidered the matter in 2018.
FAC = OTHd TR 2018 T GATdAR foha|
By then, the mine was already operational and the FAC merely noted it as a fait accompli.
%ﬂﬂi W%ﬁﬁﬁm%ﬂﬂﬁ 2t 3R FAC 7 38 %dd U fait accompli & U | Al

I
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Meanwhile, in 2013, the Ghatbarra Gram Sabha’s CFRs were formally (albeit partially)
recognised under the FRA. 4 a1, 2013 H, UTESRT UTH HHT & CFR &1 FRA & d8d
RS =T F (FTelifep 3R ¥U J) AR < T

But once the community began asserting those rights against mining, the District Level
Committee (DLC) headed by the District Collector unilaterally revoked their title in 2016,
prompting the villagers to approach the High Court.

AT T IR 916 THGH A T & RIdATh 39 BRI 1 GaT BT YR 10631, Al Forer dadex
& A arah forem Tt |fifa (DLC) 7 2016 T THARWT U J 361 X6 Xg B o, for
IO 1 ST AT BT S B & o URa foba

Finding and its failings

fafg ok ot el

After nine years, the High Court has held that Ghatbarra’s CFRs were void ab initio
because the land had already been diverted for mining.

=t quf & a1, I= =AraTer = A % gresRf & CFR 3T f gfeat & ifes ufy uga €
T & forg Arg & g o

This reasoning ignored Section 4(7) of the FRA, which states that forest rights are
recognised “free of all encumbrances.”

Tg dd FRA ®1 HIRT 4(7) & ToR3{S R 74T, St et ¢ [ a1 ifreR “qaft dem & e
A1 U B1d & |

If a mining lease is an encumbrance on a community’s customary forest, it is the
government’s duty to remove it before recognising or restoring rights — not the other way
around.

Ife; PIS WA UT U TG & WARTA 99 R 94 8, O WHR P Hdd § & 98 fIGRI oY
T ¢ I 98T - 4 Ugdl 39 gl — el ol |

Recognising CFRs does not mean mines will always be blocked, because Gram Sabhas can
still give their consent. CFR @I AT ¢ I8 g] AdAd b WaH gHIT %G g7, Hifdh
T8 FUTY 372t 2ft oot Tgwfa & Tohelt B

The difference is that recognition empowers a Gram Sabha to make its own decision and, if
necessary, determine the appropriate compensation. 3R Ig % &% A T arg T Call
ST FIORT T T TRIfGaaHRT ol B SR, Il S1a=ad 1, dl Sfrd gaimaett Fuikd & o1
By contrast, the court’s suggestion that any claims could be compensated, while refusing to
uphold recognised rights, is a judicial shrug rather than a binding direction. mﬁcﬁﬁ
SfeTeTd BT e fob fopeit ot aral bt GanaeT faan S 9l &, Safds J-al U SIS RI B
RBIR T Y TABHR R gU, T TP HUT STDTHI ¢ - [ U aregspr fdwn

The judgment also relied on technicalities to sidestep a central question: whether the forest
clearance complied with the legal requirements to settle forest rights and obtain Gram

Sabha consent. Hd = Adh-tararst R 1t 1R fasam T Heig Uy &1 e & fag: wrae
Todta USRI B T B 3R ITH TUT HHIA Ut BRA DI BT ATIADH IS BT ITa
C2GIRI

Ghatbarra Gram Sabha’s recorded opposition preceding the clearance and the subsequent
CFR recognition suggest otherwise. HTeaR UTH JHT B Iﬁﬁ’[ I Ugd o faRIY 3R IS aIg
! CFR AT 6 3R I |

Under Rule 12(B) of the FRA rules, it is the DLC’s obligation to ensure that CFRs are
recognised and to record reasons if they are not. FRA it = frram 12(B) & dgd, 98 DLC
1 g § % 98 gRfa #R i cFR A v &1 8k afe; 16t o Rt aof x|

Yet the court faulted the petitioners for failing to prove that the clearance violated the FRA.
mmﬂgmﬁﬁmm%ammﬁm@%m FRA &I
[SISSE] |
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o Without the DLC’s reasons to explain the non-existence of CFRs, it is likely that any evidence
of FRA compliance used to grant clearance was flawed. DLC & HRUN & {51 CFR &1
U B THEA & e, g8 WuTe § 5 ot <1 & forg SuaiiT ot 118 faadt +ft FRA
SUTE $1 T1eT qraquf off|

e This is not pure conjecture, because Gram Sabha consents were found to be forged in the
neighbouring Parsa coal block. Ig Y& HJHH T2l 8, Fifs SR gt P sre § I
HHT HgHfd P wTelt g T Y|

e The court’s rejection of the petitioners’ locus standi is also problematic. QIcld I
BT ais & Arhd sl I SRABR FRAT 1t THRNRG B |

e CFRs are rights of the entire village community in the name of its Gram Sabha, and the
petitioner villagers were clearly aggrieved by the cancellation. CFR EI:\’ Tﬁﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂﬂﬂ% JIHR
€ IS UTH JUT & 11 R, 3R TTibieral JrHior Wy w7 J e  fifgq 41

e The court also faulted them for not challenging the original diversion order, ignoring that the
NGT had already set it aside and that the Supreme Court’s pending proceedings had

effectively frozen their legal options. Wﬁa%ngrﬁsan%sraﬁ qaﬁ$ﬁ111 1 et
BT, ToR3(STS HId gU b NGT 3 U8 &) 38 T & faam o7 3R ATy B dfed
PRIATE! A UHTH U Y IH! B! [dbedl bl STHTT gt ATl

e The Supreme Court’s Niyamgiri verdict (2013) was a beacon for the constitutional promise
of Adivasi self-determination over their customary forests.

ot arrea & Fraafii Baar (2013)enfearit @-fufor & daufie arg & fow te
U AT 37 UYRT a1 R |

e What has unfolded in Hasdeo contradicts that principle.

o TUSAH O HE THA AT § I8 I RIgid o1 fRiY a1 81

e The verdict is less an act of justice and more an act of administrative legitimation. g
el <aTg &1 B Y AR TRII-P 3faor &1 S oifie g1

e |t shows how the language of legality can be turned against justice and how institutions,
even the courts, can ritualise procedure while perpetuating dispossession. tl%’ﬁ“@ﬂﬁT%ﬁ?

BT U T & FIATE 5 AIST I Fabell 8 SR TR, Tgt b % Srerard, wfewan
DI T B T ThlT § ofalih FaRITIA HT F1¢ 7@ g
e Unless the FRA is enforced, justice will remain as empty as the mine pits in Hasdeo. Sid

% FRA & AL A fohd1 ST, <arag<Ied & @er- g1 fora-1 |rait &1 X |

17/11/2025
Geography
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exercises by U.S. and
Trinidad and Tobago

Agence France-Presse
CARACAS

Venezuelan President Ni-
colas Maduro on Saturday
slammed new joint mili-
tary exercises by the Unit-
ed States and its ally Trini-
dad and Tobago as
“irresponsible,” with
Washington increasing its
presence in the Caribbean.

Caracas claims recent
U.S. military activity in the
region — which Washing-
ton says is directed against
drug gangs — is really a
ploy to overthrow leftist
leader Maduro. This is the
second joint training exer-
cise carried out by the U.S.
and Trinidad and Tobago
in less than a month.

“The government of Tri-

Nicolas Maduro

nidad and Tobago has once
again announced irrespon-
sible exercises, lending its
waters off the coast of
Sucre state for military ex-
ercises that are intended to
be threatening to a repu-
blic like Venezuela, which
does not allow itself to be
threatened by anyone,” Mr.
Maduro said.

Maduro decries joint exercises by U.S. and Trinidad
and Tobago

Ag A 3R 3R Fifgre Td S & dygea srvarat
ot fier &t

Maduro decries joint exercises by U.S. and Trinidad and
Tobago

ggm&%mwm*mamﬁaﬁ

. Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro on Saturday
slammed new joint military exercises by the United States and its
ally Trinidad and Tobago as “irresponsible,” with Washington
increasing its presence in the Caribbean.

CESLG]] g;g%ﬁ FroiarT ugRl A AR & Agad Ieg it
3R IqH ffFere iR et gRT o TTU AT Tgad 9=
3! B “IR-FSFHGRMT §dTd gU el &1, Safdh aifkiTed faams
& T o IR FgT @7 B

o Caracas claims recent U.S. military activity in the region —

which Washington says is directed against drug gangs — is really a ploy to overthrow
leftist leader Maduro.

HRIHY BT a1 § b & 7 g1 31 iR} A 1faffy — R dRied g g &

T SardT § — aRad § aul A1 Ag B g @) Wi B

This is the second joint training exercise carried out by the U.S. and Trinidad and

Tobago in less than a month.
T8 U Ao  off 0 woa § ot oik AT ud S gRT fasan mar gary Sigaa
TRI&0T 3T B |

o “The government of Trinidad and Tobago has once again announced irresponsible
exercises, lending its waters off the coast of Sucre state for military exercises that are
intended to be threatening to a republic like Venezuela, which does not allow itself to

be threatened by anyone,” Mr. Maduro said.

it AgR! A FgT, “AferE 3R Il Bt WBHR A T &R R IR-GRAT snarf o
90T &) 8, ToRm Yo T & I & URT 31UA STaas B T8 W=7 St & fog Iuaisy
BT €, ST dIEaT St TR & fore emabiquf § — 3R dAgua foredt & eapran
ST WIBR gl HRTl”
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China Coast Guard ships sail through

Japan-administered Senkaku Islands
o e e

BEIJING

A China Coast Guard ship
formation passed through
the waters of the Senkaku
Islands on Sunday on a
“rights enforcement pa-
trol”, the China Coast
Guard said in a statement,
as Beijing ramps up ten-
sions with Japan over its
Prime Minister’s remarks
on Taiwan.

A diplomatic spat bet-
ween China and Japan has
intensified since Japanese
Prime Minister Sanae Ta-
kaichi told Parliament on
November 7 that a hypoth-
etical Chinese attack on de-
mocratically-ruled Taiwan
could trigger a military res-
ponse from Tokyo.

The remarks sparked an

China says it patrolled the Diaoyu (Senkaku) Islands’ territorial
waters ‘in a lawful mission’ to defend national sovereignty. Ap

angry response from Beij-
ing, which has signalled
that it expects Ms. Takaichi
to retract them in some
fashion.

China claims Taiwan as
its own territory and has
not ruled out the use of
force to take control of the

island. Taiwan’s govern-
ment rejects Beijing’s sove-
reignty claims.

“China Coast Guard ves-
sel 1307 formation con-
ducted patrols within the
territorial waters of the
Diaoyu Islands. This was a
lawful patrol operation

conducted by the China
Coast Guard to uphold its
rights and interests,” the
statement said.

China and Japan have
repeatedly faced off
around the Japan-adminis-
tered islands, which Beij-
ing calls Diaoyu and Tokyo
calls the Senkaku.

The Japanese Embassy
in Beijing did not imme-
diately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

In Taiwan, the Defence
Ministry said on Sunday
morning it had detected 30
Chinese military aircraft
operating around the is-
land and seven navy ships
over the past 24 hours.
Late on Saturday, the mi-
nistry said China had been
carrying out another “joint
combat patrol”.

China Coast Guard ships sail through Japan-administered Senkaku Islands

A9 Piee TS TETe FATUH-T=IRE FTHTE SIa} | TR

e A China Coast Guard ship formation passed through the waters of
the Senkaku Islands on Sunday on a “rights enforcement
patrol”, the China Coast Guard said in a statement, as Beijing
ramps up tensions with Japan over its Prime Minister's remarks
on Taiwan.

T BHIRE S A TP §IH T &gl o IAIR P I PRe TS &
SgTel &1 U g TP 401 & Saa ¥ "5y TIPIHe
Uere” | IR, aﬂ%asaﬂwwé?umﬂsﬁﬁﬁmﬁaﬁwwaﬁvw
& & a9 §¢ 8T 8|

o Adiplomatic spat between China and Japan has intensified since Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi told Parliament on November 7 that a hypothetical Chinese
attack on democratically-ruled Taiwan could trigger a military response from
Tokyo.
7 4R B AUH! GUTFHAT AT AIBIg1 GRT UG J T8 Hg ofF & a6 [ Aibdiiad
AT8aE R 91 & HTedfe g0d T S ot Afe ufafsrar 8 It 8, =4 3R SuH
& J ToHRE faare g @ T gl

e The remarks sparked an angry response from Beijing, which has signalled that it
expects Ms. Takaichi to retract them in some fashion.
39 fewuft 3 fifsit &t wt ufaferar & s faar, S obd faar § 6 ag Sufie v
2 f5 goft TR 39 et 7 famdt =0 & aruy |

¢ China claims Taiwan as its own territory and has not ruled out the use of force to
take control of the island. Taiwan’s government rejects Beijing’s sovereignty claims.
T dIgaE B1 3TAT &5 AT § 3R g9 R ga01 & o ad TaRT &1 76RT 81 §
ATEIH P TBR SIS b THYET gTal B TR Bl |

e “China Coast Guard vessel 1307 formation conducted patrols within the territorial
waters of the Diaoyu Islands. This was a lawful patrol operation conducted by the
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China Coast Guard to uphold its rights and interests,” the statement said.

§aH B &gl T, "9 HRe s Uid 1307 98 A feansiyg el & uelie Jags &

%a%’n w?ﬁnﬁmﬁaﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁaﬂw%@aﬁnﬁw%
m‘lg |ll

e China and Japan have repeatedly faced off around the Japan-administered islands,
which Beijing calls Diaoyu and Tokyo calls the Senkaku.

fearaig ik Al AT BT 2|

Bridge collap

e The Japanese Embassy in Beijing did not immediately respond to a request for

comment.

SIS & STt garar = fewuft & SRy &1 qRd SiaTd el |

¢ In Taiwan, the Defence Ministry said on Sunday morning it had detected 30 Chinese
military aircraft operating around the island and seven navy ships over the past 24

hours.

AT H, &1 HATer A IFdaR Yoig BT fob I Ul 24 °T H Gl & U 30

A+t A= fre oik ara e Stere Yaferd gid gu um|

e Late on Saturday, the ministry said China had been carrying out another “joint
cqmbat patrol”.

AT A WAAR R I1d el fob 97 T SR "Hgad e =™ T a7 Ul

Bridge collapse at Congo cobalt mine
after rain kills over 30 informal miners
GS |: Geography: Resource Distribution §

Agence France-Presse

into the quarry,” said Mr.

LUBUMBASHI Mayonde.
He said that miners
A bridge collapsed at a co- rushing across the makesh-

balt mine in southeast De-
mocratic Republic of Con-
go killing at least 32 wildcat
miners, a regional govern-
ment official said on
Sunday.

The bridge came down
Saturday onto a flooded
zone at the mine in Luala-
ba province, Roy Kaumba
Mayonde, the provincial
interior minister, told
presspersons. He said 32

-

Miners rushing across the makeshift bridge, built to get across a

flooded trench, made it collapse, say authorities. FILE PHOTO

computers and mobile

Kalando mine, about 42

ift bridge, built to get
across a flooded trench,
made it collapse.

A report by the SAE-
MAPE government agency
which monitors and helps
mining cooperatives said
that the presence of sol-
diers at the Kalando mine
had caused a panic.

Accusations over the
use of child labour, danger-
ous conditions and corrup-

bodies had been recovered  phones. km southeast of the Luala-  tion have long cast a sha-
and more were being More than 2,00,000 pe- ba provincial capital, dow over the DRC’s cobalt
searched for. ople are estimated to be  Kolwezi. mining industry. The
The DRC producesmore  working in giant illegal co- “Despite a formal ban DRC’s mineral wealth has
than 70% of the world sup-  balt mines in the giant cen-  on access to the site be- also been at the heart of a
ply of cobalt, which is es-  tral African country. cause of the heavyrainand  conflict that has ravaged
sential for batteries used in Local authorities said theriskofalandslide, wild- the country’s east for more
electric cars, many laptop  the bridge collapsed at the  cat miners forced their way  than three decades.

PiaTee WaH | d R 9 91iv=1 & 918 30 | 3ifte

e A bridge collapsed at a cobalt mine in southeast Democratic Republic of Congo
killing at least 32 wildcat miners, a regional government official said on Sunday.

se at Congo cobalt mine after rain kills over 30 informal miners

Gl 3 A
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gferrqd Sthfe® RufRre 3ifts HiT & Te Hiale
Wﬁwtma‘gw o 9 @ &1 32 TS

1 BE|

e The bridge came down Saturday onto a flooded zone
at the mine in Lualaba province, Roy Kaumba
Mayonde, the provincial interior minister, told
presspersons. He said 32 bodies had been recovered
and more were being searched for.

Tieitg 3iaRes =i T HiET AT 3 THAHRY & §ar fs Wﬁaﬂaﬁgsmuﬁ
aﬁm%wmeﬁawﬁ?wmﬁﬁm%nmwﬁmw%eﬁ?ﬁ?
AT T e Y o S R

e The DRC produces more than 70% of the world supply of cobalt, which is essential
for batteries used in electric cars, many Iaptop computers and mobile phones.
DR 1 ) PiaTee YRS BT 70% I 3T I BT 2, o gAdED BRI,
3 AUy ) 3R Marsd BIF H IUTNT 1 aret sl & oy sffa=ge g

e More than 2,00,000 people are estimated to be working in giant illegal cobalt mines
in the giant central African country.

39 faxa Aeg Srpia! <=1 H S AM § % 2,00,000 | 31 N1 &3 31dY HlaTee
e § HH R IW ¢ |

e Local authorities said the bridge collapsed at the Kalando mine, about 42 km
southeast of the Lualaba provincial capital, Kolwezi.

R UGN A Hg fob I BreAis! WeH | ¢ M1, S G3raal Ui =i
Hiedult I aH 42 forht aferorgd A8

o “Despite a formal ban on access to the site because of the heavy rain and the risk
of a landslide, wildcat miners forced their way into the quarry,” said Mr. Mayonde.
ot TS 3 FgT, “URY TR SR YFGAT & Fav & HRU A d Ugd |
RPN ufeey & Sravie, YRS WA®! 7 TaRex! W A yaw fHar”

e He said that miners rushing across the makeshift bridge, built to get across a
flooded trench, made it collapse.
IiH HEl b TP U ST I ¥ g1z, Sl U d1gIRd WIg Bl UR B o fo1w
ST T T, it § TeR g 3, ford 98 &g T

e A report by the SAEMAPE government agency which monitors and helps mining
cooperatives said that the presence of soldiers at the Kalando mine had caused a
panic.

T TepR IfRfaal ot AR iR Tgraar #34 arell TWeR! Tl SAEMAPE &t
To RUie § g1 71 f wretis! @am | Af ! of IufRUfd 3 gavTge tar &1 & |

e Accusations over the use of child labour, dangerous conditions and corruption have long
cast a shadow over the DRC’s cobalt mining industry. The DRC’s mineral wealth has also
been at the heart of a conflict that has ravaged the country’s east for more than three
decades.

T 4H, @aRATP IR 3R YPRR & 3RIU ds THY T SR & Pialee T IGNT
W%E%l@%ﬂﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@%@ﬁﬁ@ﬁ?ﬂqmﬁﬁmmwﬁ
|
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Haiti town mourns
as it staggers from

Hurricane Melissa

PETIT-GOAVE

Many in Petit-Godve were asleep when La Digue
river began to rise after midnight. By the time resi-
dents in the southern coastal town realig~7 %
was happening, it was too late. The river t
its banks and swept away children, ¢
homes as the outer bands of Hurricane

lashed southern Haiti in late October. .

One man escaped through a window
woman grabbed onto a car and held her
to avoid being dragged by floodwaters th:
ly broke her leg. They survived, but the C:
hurricane, one of the strongest Atlantic s
recorded history, killed at least 43 people;
More than a dozen others remain missing.

Most of the deaths occurred in Petit-Goave,
where the community mourned their own on
Saturday.

“Where is my strength?!” cried out Fanile Estin-
val as she opened her arms, dressed in all white to
honour her two sons who died in the storm. Eight-
een caskets topped with bright yellow and orange
flowers were carried into a public plaza where a
crowd gathered to say its goodbyes. Many of the
coffins were small, with Petit-Goave losing at least
10 of its children.

Sadness mixed with guilt as the survivors of the
storm wept and wailed. Anger also prevailed, with
a protest scheduled for Monday along a key high-
way to demand a quicker response and more aid
from the government. The environment in Petit-
Goave remained tense, with some saying the
deaths could have been prevented with better
planning and infrastructure.

Haiti town mourns as it staggers from
Hurricane Melissa

&= AR | S[31d §T <t &1 Fw1 ;MNP
qgar

¢ Many in Petit-Goave were asleep when the La
Digue river began to rise after midnight.

Ps anT ufee-mama 7 9@ g & od a1 f&w 7} smeft wra
& §I1G dg Al

o By the time
residents in the southern
coastal town realise d what
was happening, it was too
late.

e % GléMufl acta s &

NUEIREE R Cac |

3;1%, 9 q g &R & I
I

o The river had burst

its banks and swept away children, cars and homes as

the outer bands of Hurricane Melissa lashed southern

Haiti in late October.

¢ 7 ey ats T 3 ok 9=, HRI 3R Wi &I 7@

fezn o1, aifer i Aferr & aed fexl 7 SR &

3id # ol gt 1 yafaa faam

¢ One man escaped through a window while a woman

grabbed onto a car and held her son tight to avoid being

dragged by floodwaters that severely broke her Ieg

T o RISH! T YFTHR T Talfdh U Higal 7 HR

THSHR 304 9 Bl HUDR UHS fordl difds a1g & U=t &

963 © 99 TF, PR 3T T g ke e o

e They survived, but the Category 5 hurricane, one of
the strongest Atlantic storms in recorded history, killed at
least 43 people in Haiti.

3 99 1T, AfP BT 5 gRP, S sfediiicd b ool 3Ier b Jod QT qHm!

T TH A1, A 5 & HF G HH 43 AN &I o & A

e More than a dozen others remain missing.
T Goi 3 e AT 3 ot Ao &

o Most of the deaths occurred in Petit-Goave, where the community moumed their own
on Saturday.
3ffeyerTer Aid Ufee-Mmama & g3, gl e 3 TR &I 30 AR &1 KMeb AT |

e “Where is my strength?!” cried out Fanile Estinval as she opened her arms, dressed
in all white to honour her two sons who died in the storm.
TR} qThd el 82! WIfa TReAara fRiears, 9id 3= I & UR 7Y 30 1 del &
T § Ithe $US UgHR 304 81y |

o Eighteen caskets topped with bright yellow and orange flowers were carried into a
public plaza where a crowd gathered to say its goodbyes.

33RE T, o R TH I Ulet SR TR T 3@ &, TP Waole alep | o oY 1Y
el WIS SrafaaT He & o 3T g3 |

e Many of the coffins were small, with Petit-Goave losing at least 10 of its children.
F3 dlgd Bic 3, Fifds Afee-TMaeng 7 &1 ¥ &1 10 F= &I @ i

e Sadness mixed with guilt as the survivors of the storm wept and wailed.

IHEH T T2 AT d-Toerad 31, 3R g8 & 91y srRreaty Ht fBrem gaim
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e Anger also prevailed, with a protest scheduled for Monday along a key highway to demand a
quicker response and more aid from the government.

T Y BTa o, SR IR 9 ot Ufafehan 3R 31fid Tgradt &1 Jif &1 A AR &1 U
T ISR R Ry yeri Feifed fasar )

The environment in Petit-Goave remained tense, with some saying the deaths could have

been prevented with better planning and infrastructure.

Mg BT

J 37 Hidl &I ApT o JobaT AT

TG §1 XET, TS QNI 1 g1 T fob SgaR arern 3R gfard) et

In Chile, a presidential vote pits a

SANTIAGO

Chile votes for its next Pre-
sident and Parliament on

“communist against the far right

ing about things that all vo-
ters care about, they’re vy-
ing for the centre,” said
Rodolfo Disi, a political
scientist at Chile’s Adolfo

Sunday in a contest expect- Ibafez University.

ed to favour the right as Polling behind Ms. Jara
candidates play on popular and Mr. Kast in the eight-
fears over organised crime candidate field are Jo-
and immigration. hannes Kaiser, 49, a radical

It’s the first of what’s
likely to be two rounds of
presidential elections in
the South American coun-
try, as polls show none of
the candidates clearing the

Presidential candidate Jeannette Jara embraces relatives during
her closing campaign rally in Valparaiso, Chile. AFp

servative lawyer and form-
er lawmaker who opposes

candidate has promoted
fiscal restraint and the

libertarian congressman
and YouTuber, and Evelyn
Matthei, 72, a veteran
centre-right politician.
With the right-wing vote
divided and President Ga-

50% threshold needed to abortion and vows to Catholic father of nine has  briel Boric’s centre-left
avoid a run-off scheduled shrink the state. avoided talk of traditional coalition united behind its
for December 14. But with voters anxious  family values. former Minister, most ex-

On the surface, Sun-
day’s election offers Chi-
leans a dramatic choice
between two extremes:
Jeannette Jara, 51, a card-
carrying communist and
former labour Minister in
the left-wing government,

about a rise in gang-driven
crime that they blame on a
recent surge of illegal im-
migration from  crisis-
stricken Venezuela, the
campaign has steered the
starkly opposed front-run-
ners toward the shared

Both say it’s a top prior-
ity to fight foreign gangs,
like Venezuela’s Tren de
Aragua, whose recent push
into Chile has fuelled kid-
nappings, extortion and
sex trafficking and shat-
tered the country’s self-

perts see the charismatic
Ms. Jara prevailing in Sun-
day’s first round. Mr. Boric
is constitutionally barred
from seeking a consecutive
term. But an initial win for
Ms. Jara may yet spell her
defeat in a run-off against a

and, among other right- theme of public insecurity.  perception as far safer and  right-wing rival who pro-
wing contenders, José An- In afeat of politicalgym-  more stable thantherestof —mises a harsher security
tonio Kast, 59, an ultracon-  nastics, the communist the region. “They’re talk- crackdown.

In Chile, a presidential vote pits a communist against the far right

forelt #, T1gufa g9 te segfe 3t sifd-gféomy & faare st sxar g

e  Chile votes for its next President and
Parliament on Sunday in a contest expected to
favour the right as candidates play on popular
fears over organised crime and immigration.

frelt QAR o1 3194 3FTd
foe Haer HRar g, T gaea & S gfdony &
ger § o1 31 IHie § ife IRfiqar Tnfda

3R THE &

SRTY 3MR 3T BT AP Sl P 8% W TR &

o It's the first of what's likely to be two rounds of presidential elections in the South
American country, as polls show none of the candidates clearing the 50% threshold
needed to avoid a run-off scheduled for December 14.
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g R SRen 31 B Ayl ATl & Tyifad & arol # 9 ugan 8, Fiifes wderon
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e On the surface, Sunday’s election offers Chileans a dramatic choice between two
extremes: Jeannette Jara, 51, a card-carrying communist and former labour
Minister in the left-wing government, and, among other right-wing contenders, José
Antonio Kast, 59, an ultraconservative lawyer and former lawmaker who opposes
abortion and vows to shrink the state.

e W, IAAR &1 AT iRl &) §F @R e UeM ol §: SiiFe §RT, 51, Th
PIFRE Taw AR THTN TWHR 1 gd 45 T, R 3 Ryorh Safeari 7, s

TR PRE, 59, U Sifa-Feard) aoia ik gd faurges, st murd &1 fRiy wva §
3R 3o P BIeT B T a1 e T

e But with voters anxious about a rise in gang-driven crime that they blame on a
recent surge of illegal immigration from crisis-stricken Venezuela, the campaign has
steered the starkly opposed front-runners toward the shared theme of public
insecurity.

QAfs Aderar An-anfera erRTy & gfg &1 dox fHfdd §, e e 3 e
AU ¥ A T | BT Tl o) FoIER 381 § | 37 HRUT, I = Wy
Sﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁmw&naﬁw Ry ot iR 7T fear

I

¢ In a feat of political gymnastics, the communist candidate has promoted fiscal
restraint and the Catholic father of nine has avoided talk of traditional family values.
R T & d8d, FRIFARE IRNGAR A A9H N YIH &1 gerdl i1 § SR =
=t & FUifere far 3 uRuRe ulaie qeat @) 91d o3 3 RS [Har g

e Both say it's a top priority to fight foreign gangs, like Venezuela’s Tren de Aragua,
whose recent push into Chile has fuelled kidnappings, extortion and sex trafficking
and shattered the country’s self-perception as safer and more stable than the rest of
the region.

Gl Hed © o faaRht A § T =i vrfiredr 8, S 39quar &1 e S SRT,
forget gieran ferelt & SQIaR) 3 3UeRUl, T 3R WeRT PR} I Sl feT & 3R
ﬁ&mﬁmﬁ&?ﬁ%aﬁﬁhﬁmw&ﬂaﬁvﬁmmﬁaﬁwﬁaﬁgﬁm%l

o “They’re talking about things that all voters care about, they’re vying for the centre,”
said Rodolfo Disi, a political scientist at Chile’s Adolfo Ibanez Un|verS|

t
3 3 o1l UR T PR R § ot Tt HaeTdl TRaTE €, axvﬁfnz
FRIWE,” ﬁﬁﬁa@ﬁaﬁaqﬁaﬁ%%wﬂmmm%ﬁﬁm|

e Polling behind Ms. Jara and Mr. Kast in the eight-candidate field are Johannes
Kaiser, 49, a radical libertarian congressman and YouTuber, and Evelyn Matthei,
72, a veteran centre-right politician.

3iTe SafleaRl & A &, g ART AR 6t e F I SgT=a BIEeR, 49, TH IU
Rie?Rer wive 3R JesR, 3R TR W, 72, U SiHd) Heam-afoiel i 21

o With the right-wing vote divided and President Gabriel Boric’s centre-left coalition
united behind its former Minister, most experts see the charismatic Ms. Jara
prevailing in Sunday’s first round.

SRt de & Ry 89 oIk Jyufa Afsrre 8T & Tegm-arg TasuE & ot
ggﬁﬁgwm;ﬁ%ﬂw TR faRvg HRIAE Yoft IRT 1 ¥R & v
|

e Mr. Boric is constitutionally barred from seeking a consecutive term. But an initial win for Ms.
Jara may yet spell her defeat in a run-off against a right-wing rival who promises a harsher
security crackdown.

off ST AR RT HRIGE A4 Haue =0 1 dfrd g1 Afee uga wRor 7 g2 SR ot
ofid Juaa: 38 - Wﬁ@ﬁ&mﬂuﬁﬁ%%mﬁmﬁéww% S
FS YR&T ST H1 I1gT HRaT 5 |

1. World’s Largest Producer of Copper
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2. One of the Largest Producers of Lithium

3. Leading Producer of Iodine and Rhenium

e Chile is the world’s largest iodine producer.
e Among the world’s top producers of rhenium (used in superalloys).

e Chile produces about 25-30% of global copper output.
e Itis home to Escondida, the world’s largest copper mine.

e Located in the “Lithium Triangle” (Argentina—Bolivia—Chile).
e Chile is either 2nd or 3rd largest globally, depending on the year.

Czechs plan nuclear expansion to double output, end fossil fuel reliance
M plant whose two reactors

CZECH REPUBLIC

The eight huge cooling
towers of the Dukovany
power plant overlook a
construction site for two
more reactors as the Czech
Republic pushes ahead
with plans to expand its re-
liance on nuclear energy.

Mobile drilling rigs have
been extracting samples
140 metres below ground
for a geological survey to
make sure the site is suita-
ble for a $19 billion project
as part of the expansion
that should eventually at
least double the country’s
nuclear output and cement
its place among Europe’s
most nuclear-dependent
nations.

South Korea’s KHNP
beat France’s EDF in a ten-
der to construct a new

will have an output of over
1,000 each. Af-

try wean itself off fossil
fuels, secure steady and re-
liabl lies at a reasona-

ter becoming operational
in the second half of the
2030s, they will comple-
ment Dukovany’s four 512-
MW reactors that date
from the 1980s.

The KHNP deal gives the
Czechs an option to have
two more units built at the
other nuclear plant in Te-
melin, which currently has
two 1,000 reac-

ble price, meet low emis-
sion requirements and
enable robust demand for
electricity expected in the
coming years to power da-
ta centres and electric
cars, Mr. Zavodsky said.
The European Union
(EU) has accepted nuclear
by including it in the classi-
fication system for envi-

tors. Then, they are set to
follow up with small modu-
lar nuclear reactors.

“Nuclear will generate
between 50% and 60%
around 2050 in the Czech
Republic, or maybe slightly
more,” Petr Zavodsky,
chief executive of the Du-
kovany project, said.

The nuclear expansion
is needed to help the coun-

economic activities, open-
ing the door to financing.
That has been a boost
for the Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Hungary and
France — the continent’s
nuclear leader - that have
heavily relied on nuclear.
Belgium and Sweden re-
cently scrapped plans to
phase out nuclear power.
Denmark and Italy are

Ground tests: Workers conduct a geological survey for the nuclear
power plant expansion project. AP

reconsidering its use,
while Poland is set to join a
club of 12 nuclear-friendly
nations in the EU after
signing a deal with US.-
based Westinghouse to
build three nuclear units.
The EU generated 24%
of nuclear electricity in
2024. Britain signed a
cooperation deal with the
United States in September

that Energy Secretary Ed
Miliband said would lead
to “a golden age of nuclear
in this country.”

It will also invest 14.2 bil-
lion pounds ($19 billion) to
build the Sizewell C nu-
clear power plant, the first
in the UK. since 1995.

CEZ, the dominant
Czech power company in
which the government

holds a 70% stake, and Bri-
tain’s  Rolls-Royce SMR
have agreed on a strategic
partnership to develop and
deploy small modular nu-
clear reactors.

EU approval expected
The cost of the Dukovany
project is estimated at over
$19 billion, with the go-
vernment agreeing to ac-
quire an 80% majority in
the new plant.

Approval is expected to
be granted by the EU,
which aims to become “cli-
mate-neutral” by 2050.

“We’re in a good posi-
tion to argue that we won’t
be able to do without new
nuclear units,” Mr. Za-
vodsky said. “Today, we
get some 40% electricity
from nuclear, but we also
currently get another 40%
from coal. It’s clear we

have to replace the coal.”

Uncertainty over financ-
ing has caused a significant
delay in the nuclear expan-
sion. In 2014, CEZ canceled
a tender to build two reac-
tors at the existing Temelin
nuclear plant after the go-
vernment refused to pro-
vide financial guarantees.

Russia’s energy giant
Rosatom and China’s CNG
were excluded from the
Dukovany tender on secur-
ity grounds following the
Kremlin's  invasion of
Ukraine.

CEZ signed a deal with
Westinghouse and Franc-
e’s Framatome to supply
nuclear fuel for its two nu-
clear plants, eliminating
the country’s dependence
on Russia. The contract
with KHNP secures fuel
supplies for 10 years.

While atomic energy en-

Czechs plan nuclear expansion to double output, end fossil fuel reliance

AP MURTSY TRHTY] fAR &1 Fi=1 9471 76T 8 d1f% TS gRAT 8 8 Sfarzw
¢ IR A Rar 9w @

The eight huge cooling towers of the Dukovany power
plant overlook a construction site for two more reactors as
the Czech Republic pushes ahead with plans to expand its

reliance on nuclear energy.

P! UTaR Wi & 316 T8 HieT IR f 3R RT st &
oo =@ & SR fouE <d § Fifd 3@ RIS Sio
TR Sott R [FaRar sgm &1 die1 o 3 SgTwT ]

joys public support, skepti-
cal voices can be heard at
home and abroad.

The Friends of the Earth
says it is too costly and the
money could be better
used for improving the in-
dustry. The country also
still does not have a perma-
nent storage for spent fuel.

The Dukovany and Te-
melin plants are located
near the border with Aus-
tria, which abandoned nu-
clear energy after the 1986
Chernobyl nuclear explo-
sion. In 2000, a dispute ov-
er the Temelin plant result-
ed in a political crisis and
blocked border crossings
for weeks.

Austria  remains the
most nuclear-skeptical EU
country and its lower
house of Parliament has al-
ready rejected the Czech
modular reactors plan.

Mobile drilling rigs have been extracting samples 140 metres below ground for a
geological survey to make sure the site is suitable for a $19 billion project as part of
the expansion that should eventually at least double the country’s nuclear output.

Aiarga fefef far 140 Wew yftrma 791 & e 38 € a1 g gFfda o o o
f g w 19 fafera= ster 3t ulaierT & forw Iuyed 8, St S=1 & TR ITe Bl
& I B G HT |

South Korea’s KHNP beat France’s EDF in a tender to construct a new plant whose

two reactors will have an output of over 1,000 megawatts each.
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GI&01 BHIRTT BT KHNP = Wi &1 EDF &) 1T 933 o Faior & ffaar & g, fore &
RUSeRT B & 1,000 FMTETE 9 SHfereh gIft|
o After becoming operational in the second half of the 2030s, they will complement
Dukovany’s four 512-MW reactors that date from the 1980s.
2030 & B & goR HUFT H URTTAH & 3H & 916, I SHIAFT & IR 512-MW
o & R B S 1980 F <H P & |
e The KHNP deal gives the Czechs an option to have two more units built at the other
nuclear plant in Temelin, which currently has two 1,000-megawatt reactors.
KHNP THSIIT I TURTST &1 SRel YA 93 H g1 3R gh1sdl -1 &1 fabed
&an 8, forad adar & € 1,000 ATraTe RUgeR 7|
e Then, they are set to follow up with small modular nuclear reactors.
TP 91C, 4 BIe Areger WY Rugest ! off wifdd &= ara g
¢ “Nuclear will generate between 50% and 60% around 2050 in the Czech Republic,”
Petr Zavodsky, chief executive of the Dukovany project, said.
“2050 % & IR B TRATY] Sl 50% H 60% I SUTG HXN,” FDIam!
RIS & T8I HRIGR! Uex Farswh! - Hell
e The nuclear expansion is needed to help the country wean itself off fossil fuels,
secure reliable supplies, meet low emission requirements and power rising demand
for data centres and electric cars.
TRATY] fAEIR <=1 ! SHATRH U I TehRT feam, faysa smyfd gifed o, 9
IS HTTIH AT DY TR B 3R ST Bl aUT sAfded BRI &t dgal HiTT & I
I & AT SHTa=T® 5|
o The European Union (EU) has accepted nuclear by including it in the classification
for sustainable economic activities, opening the door to financing.
TR §° (EV) - TRA] S0l & Had e afafafimt ot 9o o =nfia sre
WiHR o g, e faqaryor &1 et g 1 3|
e This has boosted the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and France, which heavily
rely on nuclear energy.
Y AP TURTH, éaﬁm,imﬁaﬁvwmééwulﬁmh%ﬁﬁamm%
Belgium and Sweden recently scrapped plans to phase out nuclear power, while
Denmark and Italy are reconsidering its use.
Sfcorr 3R WA 7 8T &1 H URHTY] Soll Bl TR avid I THI XA ST Ao
€ PR &I, el STHI 3R 3ol 39b ITATT W GHGaR &R R Bl
e Poland is set to join the 12 nuclear-friendly nations in the EU after signing a deal
with Westinghouse to build three nuclear units.
. ; & T A RATY] SHISAT S & JHSI & §1G 3 DI 12 TRHTY-
A 3 B G § 2 o1 S T |
o The EU generated 24% of nuclear electricity in 2024.
9. 2024 T 24% TRATY] fosTel! STd B
e Britain signed a cooperation deal with the United States in September that will lead
to “a golden age of nuclear power in this country.”
fore = RideR o Tiga T SARST & 1Y Tdh qHeid R gWER 6y, ot g o
“URHTY] T IGUI QT ATCTI
e Britain will invest 14.2 billion pounds ($19 billion) to build the Sizewell C nuclear
power plant, the first since 1995.

fore1 14.2 fafer= wrds (19 faferm staR) &1 fFax w) Agwad ¢ WA 93 &1
fAmTor B, S 1995 & SIE UgaT 8N I

e CEZ and Rolls-Royce SMR have agreed on a partnership to deploy small modular
reactors.

CEZ 3R AT SMR 7 BIT AlsgeR Nuaest & dA1d A & g Irgie’t W
BRSINACCIER

e The cost of the Dukovany project is over $19 billion, with the govemment acquiring
an 80% majority in the new plant.

Pt AnTd 19 fafera STer @ 8ifde g, o PR Tu T &
80% SgHd A &1 |
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. Approvgl is expected from the EU, which aims to be climate-neutral by 2050.
39 3 W 3 IEAIE §, S 2050 TP TAA-deT - P AT 19T ¢ |

o  “We get some 40% electricity from nuclear and another 40% from coal. It's clear we
have to replace the coal,” Mr. Zavodsky said.

“GH 40% farsTell TRATY] T 3R 40% PIa T U B 81 T8 WY ¢ & gH Iua
a1 g, ot Sarswd! = wall

¢ Uncertainty over financing caused a major delay; in 2014, CEZ cancelled a tender to
build two reactors after the government refused financial guarantees.

faar o & fRffadr & HRo aS X §%; 2014 H CEZ A 31 Ruaex 91 &1 Afder g
TR & Fifes R 7 faxfig TR 7 T R = |

e Russia’s Rosatom and China’s CNG were excluded from the Dukovany tender on
security grounds after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Y P AT 3R T B CNG B T & Job W A & d1G T HIRUN I
DA Hder ¥ S8R & far T

e CEZ signed a deal with Westinghouse and Framatome to supply nuclear fuel,
ending reliance on Russia; the KHNP deal secures 10 years of fuel.

CEZ 3 AfRATETRN IR WTHISHH % W1y TR0 8 351 Sl & forg mreiien e,
?ﬁwmﬁﬁwwgﬁ; KHNP TH3idT 10 IuT & e &1 3Tyfel Rfdd axar
|

e Critics like Friends of the Earth say nuclear power is too costly, and money should
be used to improve the industry.

Yhed 3P g 3 S ST BT BT § [ IR ol agd Al § 3R O b
ITINT I GUR F e 21 i

e The country still lacks permanent storage for spent fuel.
S A g ft W B gob 3e F fore wIrfY WerRor T B

e The Dukovany and Temelin plants are near the Austrian border, which abandoned
nuclear energy after the 1986 Chernobyl disaster.

U a7 SHTfeeaTs WaT & U 8, o 1986 WA 3l & &g
TRATY 31l I ART e Tl

In 2000, a dispute over the Temelin plant caused a political crisis and blocked
border crossings for weeks.

2000 H A T R fdare 7 Ireifae Hee tar o faar iR FHEr uR SmanmE =
DI Ul d AP fea|

e Austria remains the most nuclear-skeptical EU country and has rejected the Czech modular
reactors plan.

3T $ T TaY URATI[-HAFT I 57 g3 § 3R ST A% Aisger Nuger g o
TSt R fea gl
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1. | 27 lakh workers removed from MGNREGS database as Centre conducts
e-KYC
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27 lakh workers removed
from MGNREGS database
as Centre conducts e-KYC

S
NEW DELHI

Nearly 27 lakh workers’
names were removed from
the database of Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS), the
Centre’s rural jobs scheme,
between October 10 and
November 14, far exceed-
ing the 10.5 lakh additions
during the same period.

The spike in deletions
coincides with the Centre’s
push to conduct e-KYC —
an electronic know your
customer process — for all
workers, to weed out in-
eligible beneficiaries.

This “unusual” rate of
deletions from the data-
base was flagged by Lib
Tech, a consortium of acti-
vists and academicians.
Over the last six months,
deletions added up to
about 15 lakh. But in just
one month, they shot up to
27 lakh - nearly double the
earlier six-month total.

In the first six months of
the financial year 2025-26,
according to the analysis,
the scheme recorded net
additions of 83.6 lakh
workers, as 98.8 lakh work-
ers were added, against
15.2 lakh deletions. By mid-
November, however, net
additions had fallen to 66.5
lakh, effectively wiping out
17 lakh workers in a single
month.

The analysis also noted
that 6 lakh of these benefi-
ciaries were active work-
ers, defined as those who
have worked at least one
day in the past three years.

Highest in A.P.

States with high e-KYC
completion rates are lead-
ing the trend in deletions.
In Andhra Pradesh, where
78.4% of workers have
completed e-KYC, there
were 15.92 lakh deletions.
Tamil Nadu (67.6%) saw
30,529 deletions, and
Chhattisgarh (66.6%) re-
ported 1.04 lakh.

Senior officials at the
Union Ministry of Rural De-
velopment, however, ruled
out any correlation bet-
ween the e-KYC drive and
the deletions. A senior offi-
cial, speaking on condition
of anonymity, said that ver-
ification of the MGNREGS
job card is a continuous

chayats, ¥ l:‘(. TS

Additionally, every five
years, job cards must be re-
newed. This exercise is
currently underway. “We
have also issued a Standard
Operating Procedure
(SOPs) for the deletion of
any job card, which in-
cludes putting out the job
cards finalised for deletion
in public domain, allowing
time for the beneficiaries
to file an appeal, and a final
approval from the gram
sabha,” a top official at the
Ministry said.

Prevent ‘misuse’
The e-KYC process re-
quires the mates, or
MGNREGS supervisors, to
click pictures of each of the
workers and upload them
on the MGNREGS’s digital
attendance  application,
the National Mobile Moni-
toring System (NMMS), to
match these photographs
with their Aadhaar data.

One of the reasons the
government introduced e-
KYC as an additional layer
of verification was the dis-
covery that the NMMS plat-
form was being “misused”.

On July 8, the Ministry
issued a 13-page note to
State governments on the
issue. Under NMMS, geo-
tagged photographs of the
workers are to be uploaded
twice a day. It was found
that “irrelevant or unrelat-
ed photographs” were be-
ing uploaded. In many cas-
es, “photo-to-photo
capturing instead of live
work images” was being
done. There was also “mis-
match in actual vs record-
ed count”, according to the
Ministry note.

It said that a mismatch
in the gender composition
of workers was found at

AT ST B

MR
ing and afternoon photos,
and non-uploading of pho-
tos in afternoon sessions
were also identified as
problems.

The Ministry had direct-
ed States to ensure that
these photographs and the
attendance of workers
were verified at the gram
panchayat, block, district
and State levels.

The Ministry had also
made the Aadhaar Based
Payment System (ABPS)
mandatory from the begin-
ning of 2023. Using a work-
er’s unique 12-digit Aad-
haar number as her
financial address, this sys-
tem requires a worker’s
name and other demo-
graphic details to match ex-
actly on her Aadhaar, job
card, and bank account.
This was also introduced to
eliminate “ghost and dupli-
cate job cards” but led to
the exclusion of many ge-
nuine workers as well.

“The current deletion
pattern echoes the roll out
of the Aadhaar based pay-
ment system, which too
saw deletions rise by 247%
between 2021-22 and 2022-
23” said Chakradhar
Buddha, senior researcher
at Lib Tech.

“Each time a new Aad-
haar-linked technology is
introduced - whether it
was ABPS earlier or e-KYC
now — it is brought in to
strengthen  verification,
but ends up creating new
hurdles for genuine work-
ers and triggering large-
scale exclusions. This
surge in deletions shows
that new technologies
should not be introduced
indiscriminately, without
assessing their impact on
workers,” he said.

-

27 lakh workers removed from
MGNREGS database as Centre
conducts e-KYC

PITETR

Main Ppints
qer fag

. 27 lakh workers removed from
MGNREGS database as Centre
conducts e-KYC

THSHTHSRESITY STeTad & 27 AR
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o Nearly 27 lakh workers’ names were
removed from the database of Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS), the Centre’s rural jobs
scheme, between October 10 and November
14, far exceeding the 10.5 lakh additions during
the same period.

ISR 10 Y TdR 14 & g HgTe el IS
YTH0T AR TR TISHT (THOTASRSEY),
S &g BT AT ASAIR TISHT 8, F STead |

T 27 ARG HoIGR] o ATH §eTT 7Y, S 34t
33 § §T 10.5 TR T oS q Fal 31 §1

e The spike in deletions coincides with the
Centre’s push to conduct e-KYC — an
electronic know your customer process — for
all workers, to weed out ineligible beneficiaries.
BT O | 3 FeIadt g gRT I Hoigdl &
fere §-pargel — gelaeie 1 IR HXwR ufhar
— ARLHRA & YT & I A Wt &, s
3O ATIRIE & geran o 9o |

e This “unusual’ rate of deletions from the
database was flagged by Lib Tech, a
consortium of activists and academicians.
STy ¥ §CTU OF 1 39 "M &R & e
e, S wridpdiai 3R Rienfael 1 v T8 3,
&R fRife fobar )

e Over the last six months, deletions added up
to about 15 lakh. But in just one month, they
shot up to 27 lakh — nearly double the earlier
six-month total.

fUc T8 T | §CTU O & W1 T 15
g At | Afb Bad U e | I8 dga 27
ARG €1 TTE — Sff Ugdl O He I b Pl fichs A

In the first six months of the financial year 2025-26, according to the analysis, the

scheme recorded net additions of 83.6 lakh workers, as 98.8 lakh workers were

added, against 15.2 lakh deletions.
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fa=ewoT o SFTUR, T avf 202526 & Uscl ©E TSI § Ao H 83.6 ARI Holg] Bl
< I g3, FIfd 98.8 ARI HIGR Sifs T &, Safdh 15.2 TRI 8T T Y|

o By mid-November, however, net additions had fallen to 66.5 lakh, effectively wiping
out 17 lakh workers in a single month.

BTelifer, T TaR a9 Y T¢I TedhR 66.5 TRI X8 TS, o T & 7 & qard
0 ¥ 17 ARG Holg §¢ |

e The analysis also noted that 6 lakh of these beneficiaries were active workers,
defined as those who have worked at least one day in the past three years.

fawaivor A gg +f uran man fb 599 @ 6 @ra arvndf afesg 3, o fosa 9 auf o
U Y HH TS o7 S B a1 & =U & gy fosar man

Highest in A.P.

3yl e A gaffere

e States with high e-KYC completion rates are leading the trend in deletions.
o Iral A $-Fparg it gufdr &R 31 §, 3 geTe o &1 gy o o |

¢ In Andhra Pradesh, where 78.4% of workers have completed e-KYC, there were
15.92 lakh deletions.

3T USRI, STGT 78.4% FSIGR! A 3-harayl I &1 8, & 15.92 TR geT |
o Tamil Nadu (67.6%) saw 30,529 deletions, and Chhattisgarh (66.6%) reported 1.04
lakh.

ARIETg (67.6%) T 30,529 FETT T, 3R STRIG (66.6%) & 1.04 TRI &of [T MU

Officials deny link
[ 3 Tay Q 3R fear

www.patrioticias.in

e  Senior officials at the Union Ministry of Rural Development, however, ruled out any
correlation between the e-KYC drive and the deletions.
gTtifes, ITHioT fawT HATeg & gy eIl 4 S-harsdl SR 3R g2 oH &
da foreft oft Ty O SR BT 5

o A senior official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said that verification of the
MGNREGS job card is a continuous process and the onus is on State governments
and ultimately, the gram panchayats, to carry this out.

T IRY HRHRY, R 7 7 U3 31 2d W a1d Y, A HeT o THelTTsRssiey
mmmwwmm%ﬁvsﬁmaﬂﬁmﬁwwﬁaﬁ?m
I Uadl Bt gl |

e Additionally, every five years, job cards must be renewed. This exercise is currently
underway.

g?am,amwﬁaﬁmmﬁﬂwwélwmaﬁﬂﬁw
|

o “We have also issued a Standard Operating Procedure (SOPs) for the deletion of
any job card, which includes putting out the job cards finalised for deletion in public
domain, allowing time for the beneficiaries to file an appeal, and a final approval from
the gram sabha,” a top official at the Ministry said.

T % U T SFIBRT I e, “gh el 1 e TE B ge F g wee
e wfekar @@ off o & g, fora germ & for sifow = fow 1w e wrsf
B! WSS S § STAT, AU B Sid TR BT T T, 3R T TT 3 sifed
TR YT AT A B 17

Prevent ‘misuse’

e The e-KYC process requires the mates, or MGNREGS supervisors, to click pictures
of each of the workers and upload them on the MGNREGS'’s digital attendance
application, the National Mobile Monitoring System (NMMS), to match these
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photographs with their Aadhaar data.

$-HarsT ufehaT o Aed, I THSITSRESIT Tdaeie), B! Udd AR Bl diR
A AR B 3R I TeNTeRE STy &1 Rfved SufUR TR SR arsd
AR RIeH ([EITHTHTY) W 3OS HRA1 811 §, dlfd 37 dXdR| BT YR ST
foretr fobar s e |

One of the reasons the government introduced e-KYC as an additional layer of
verification was the discovery that the NMMS platform was being “misused”.

IR GRT §-HARY! HI Th IR AT TR & U H AN [HT T BT U HROT
g T [ TIUHTHTY WichiH &1 “gouanT fasa 11 38T Tl

On July 8, the Ministry issued a 13-page note to State govemments on the issue.

8 AT ! HATH A 39 HE, TR I WBRI Bl 13-g§ &1 Al SIRY fwa|

Under NMMS, geo-tagged photographs of the workers are to be uploaded twice a
day.

TAUHUHTY & d8d HoigRl ! foril-c78 aedi f71 & €1 SR sfudiie &1 9 amfe |

It was found that “irrelevant or unrelated photographs” were being uploaded.
g7t T fos “3Tifies a1 Srefdd qwdi” 3uelis @i off Xot &

In many cases, “photo-to-photo capturing instead of live work images” was being
done.

H3 A H “ATd B DI TGR] & oI Blel-g-Wie] HET Bt o 38t A

There was also “mismatch in actual vs recorded count”, according to the Ministry
note.

AT & e & AR “TRATdP S gof W1 & i off orE TS|

It said that a mismatch in the gender composition of workers was found at several
worksites.

S0 Fgl T o F3 SR WA W ASIGR! B AR TRaHT B SRR U7 TS|

The same photo of workers in multiple muster rolls, mismatch in workers in moming
and afternoon photos, and non-uploading of photos in afternoon sessions were also
identified as problems.

3 ASIR] B U &1 IR BT B3 AR el | o1, Yog 3R Guer & a&iRl &
TSR] I TS H SR, sﬁt?ﬁwﬁmw&mﬁgqm ff et & = u o

CREIRIRIEI

The Ministry had directed States to ensure that these photographs and the
attendance of workers were verified at the gram panchayat, block, district and State
levels.

T A st Bt AR faam o f 57 awdRY SR AeTeRt @t SufRyfa @t I e,
i, o 3R o9 TR W S G B o |

Aadhaar Based Payment System (ABPS)

3MTYR merfd

YT YO (TGIEsT)

The Ministry had also made the Aadhaar Based Payment System (ABPS)
mandatory from the beginning of 2023.

ﬁa&ﬁzozsaﬁq&m@wmmwﬁawmﬁmﬁmaﬁa{ﬁaﬁlﬁ
 fear |

Using a worker’s unique 12-digit Aadhaar number as her financial address, this
system requires a worker's name and other demographic details to match exactly on
her Aadhaar, job card, and bank account.

ww%a@mm DI YR R DI I [t Ud & U H IUIN Hd gL,
Y YUITE! & 3P MR, Sd HTe 3R d WA TR AT 3R 3 SRS 1T faa=on 1
fyepd A A g

This was also introduced to eliminate “ghost and duplicate job cards” but led to the
exclusion of many genuine workers as well.

Y “IIRe 3R Giloe Siie PTe” §eM & foTT AR fosam T o1, Tfh 389 P aafdd
HoigR +ft S8R g1 Y|
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Too little, much later

The Digital Personal Data Protection
Rules undermine right to information

ver eight years have passed since the Su-
0 preme Court of India held privacy tobe a
fundamental right. In the interceding
years, three separate drafts for a data protection
law have been floated, with little visibility into
how the final contours of the Act took shape. The
2023 law achieved simplification of the 2018
draft, with some important protections for user
data baked into law. But this was at the cost of giv-
ing a wide berth for government organisations to
handle the data of Indians, putting in place an
anaemic Data Protection Board of India (DPBI),
and cruelly amending the Right to Information
(RTI) Act, 2005, setting back major advances in
transparency achieved over the last two decades.
The Digital Personal Data Protection Rules, 2025,
notified on November 14, 2025, do little to repair
the glaring gaps and damage from the parent Act.
In fact, they delay the implementation of practi-
cally all key protections to 2027, while imple-
menting the dilution of the RTI Act immediately;
public information officers are now authorised to
decline any personal information except what is
already required to be published by other laws —
an all-too-thin slice of the pie for citizens seeking
accountability. This is after the government
dragged out a three-month consultation period
for draft rules which were already delayed, and
launched the final form in the heat of the day the
Bihar Assembly election results were announced.
The delays to reach this point were unfortu-
nate, in January, when the draft Rules were put
out, and are inexcusable now. Little has been
changed in the Rules’ final form, and the 12-18
months of a compliance timeline, even for giants
of the technology industry that have known
about this framework well in advance, does not
stand the test of good faith. The lack of indepen-
dence of the institutional framework underpin-
ning these equivocations is particularly worry-
ing: as an example of why, the DPBI will operate
under the Ministry of Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology. A result of this is that the same
government organisation courting big-ticket in-
vestments into India from the world’s main data
guzzlers, firms such as Google, Amazon and Me-
ta, will supervise the body investigating their fu-
ture mishandling of the data of Indians. Firms
handling the data of Indians have few reasons to
be upset with Friday’s Rules, as they will have ov-
er a year to fully implement the document’s limit-
ed aspirations. But for the citizen seeking the aim
in the Act and Rules’ title — privacy and accounta-
bility from public and private actors with whom
sharing data has become an implicit and un-
avoidable condition of modern digital existence
— they will now find that their status quo largely
continues: of being open books to the state and
Big Tech, on the reflective side of a mirror that
hides what is behind it.
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“The current deletion pattem echoes the roll out of the Aadhaar based payment
system, which too saw deletions rise by 247% between 2021-22 and 2022-23,” said
Chakradhar Buddha, senior researcher at Lib Tech.

e ¢ & oy Mydmdl THER GG 3 FHET, “IaAH g BT U SMUR STRT YT
g@ﬁ@@mﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁzom-zz 3R 2022-23 & &9 geTW o H 247% T
"

“Each time a new Aadhaar-linked technology is introduced — whether it was ABPS
earlier or e-KYC now — it is brought in to strengthen verification, but ends up creating
new hurdles for genuine workers and triggering large-scale exclusions.

TR IR OF PIs 3 ATYR-RiTe dh=11p U B! Sl § — TR I8 Ug Loy g a1
3d $-ParSdl — IV T B Holgd I P [T A1 Sl &, Afp T8 IR
oIl & fory A aremy ey R et 8 3R 98 M R SfFShR &1 HROT & ]

This surge in deletions shows that new technologies should not be introduced
indiscriminately, without assessing their impact on workers,” he said.

I Bel, “geH T U8 Teiad] faard 8 3 18 dobeiieh! bt HolgRl IR 3% YHId I
3Th e b fadT sienefy diier o @] el foar ST @nfgu

Too little, much later

§gd PH, JgA X A
Digital Personal Data Protection Rules, 2025

feforea safama Ser Tveur faw, 2025

Over eight years have passed since the Supreme Court of India held privacy
to be a fundamental right.

YR & Ydied e gRT privacy &1 Hifere fU®R 9 fHu gu ons af @
31fere st g g |

In the interceding years, three separate drafts for a data protection law have
been floated, with little visibility into how the final contours of the Act took shape.
24 auf ¥ data protection law & T S{CHT-3THT S0 SR fahT 71U, A g8 Ty
T8t U1 % 3ifom ST &1 ey Y 471

The 2023 law achieved simplification of the 2018 draft, with some important
protections for user data baked into law.

2023 & BT 7 2018 JTUE B! WA 1T, 3R F&S HEAYU! user data protections
DI A | qMad b

But this was at the cost of giving a wide berth for government organisations
to handle the data of Indians, putting in place an anaemic Data Protection Board
of India (DPBI), and cruelly amending the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005,
setting back major advances in transparency achieved over the last two decades.

ifp sﬂﬁ PIUd T8 el I government organisations P YRl &b ST DI

HUTE & forT e ge e 78, Ue SHSIR DPBI AU 351 TR, 3R RTI Act,

12_%05 ﬁWH’QﬁWW 1T, ﬁlﬂ@iﬁmﬁﬁ transparency fr'géwf%rrﬁ%af«ﬁ
|

The Digital Personal Data Protection Rules, 2025, notified on November
14, 2025, do little to repair the glaring gaps and damage from the parent Act.
14 November 2025 &1 Digital Personal Data Protection Rules, 2025

el B B BT R THaHI DY R B P [T 9gd HH Bl B

In fact, they delay the implementation of practically all key protections to 2027, while
implementing the dilution of the RTI Act immediately; public information officers are now
authorised to decline any personal information except what is already required to be
published by other laws — an all-too-thin slice of the pie for citizens seeking accountability.
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Raa 8, 3 @ 9t Ag@qul wraeTl & 2027 T% TIA ol §, Sidid RTI Act $T HHGIR faa
ST ¥ AN 81 TAT; 31§ PIOs 3t 4ff personal SR &I 37 & 1 A= Tobdl &, Ryarg 34
a1l & g 3T I gRT UgA ¥ Sar] fasan a1 8 — S accountability a8 arat
TR & forg srdd i erRT 3|

This is after the government dragged out a three-month consultation period for draft rules

which were already delayed, and launched the final form in the heat of the day the Bihar
Assembly election results were announced.

Ig d9 g1 9 WHR 7 g0e Fgdl & forg 9 7 ) Tare-m=ifary srafdy @R, ik sifad
0 I fe1 oI’} fhar e fagR faurraur gara afvoma 9ifvd gul

The delays to reach this point were unfortunate, in January, when the draft Rules were put
out, and are inexcusable now.

Tg 8 guirgut ft, S S & goe o 9k fare e, SR sie I8 foepd st B

Little has been changed in the Rules’ final form, and the 12-18 months of a compliance
timeline, even for giants of the technology industry that have known about this framework well
in advance, does not stand the test of good faith. }

3ifom fromt & 9gd S Seard faar T €, 3R 12-18 WA &I compliance 37af¥, 8T a fab
TSI Tt Hufal & foe o, S 39 2R & IR A uga I o off, 3 fay &) paidt R
TR g1 ot |

The lack of independence of the institutional framework underpinning these equivocations is

particularly worrying: as an example of why, the DPBI will operate under the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Teqhnology (MeitY).

39 SrRUyarsit & Uie Bt YRINTT TR BT Tdd = g1 [IR fidl &7 fawg 8: Iee=ur & aiRk
TR, DPBI MeitY & 3{¢fiH &TH BN

A result of this is that the same govemment organisation courting big-ticket investments into
India from the world’s main data guzzlers, firms such as Google, Amazon and Meta, will
supervise the body investigating their future mishandling of the data of Indians.

YD gRome gg f& T:I'eﬁ WHRT T=YT S Google, Amazon, Meta é@réf%?ﬁ data guzzlers T
ggr:rt]i:%kfﬁ%ﬂmems TG B, TaT YRG! & ST & GOUTNT BI Sid - areit TR
|

Firms handling the data of Indians have few reasons to be upset with Friday’s Rules, as they
will have over a year to fully implement the document’s limited aspirations.

YR BT ST YU arelt Hufat & Uiy 9 Fgdl & TR 81 & HH HRUT 8, T I
T TTaeT & AN A & fow T I9 9 e &1 9e e

But for the citizen seeking the aim- in the Act and Rules’ title — privacy and accountability
from public and private actors with whom sharing data has become an implicit and
unavoidable condition of modern digital existence — they will now find that their status quo
largely continues: of being open books to the state and Big Tech, on the reflective side of a
mirror that hides what is behind it.

WWW%%M@Act@TRulesaiﬁﬂ'ﬁfa;ﬁﬁ%ﬂm—privacy@?
accountability — 9T8dT 8, J&fds MY fSfred Sitam I SeT I3 &1 Sifard 2 &4 gat
8, 37! fRUfT T ot 81 X5l IS S8R Big Tech & oIt G fhd &t ave, SR TH Tt
0T ) e IR OeT gAsl IR 41 7, I8 four @ ]
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NEWS IN NUMBERS Consumer cases handled by e-Jagriti portal

since its launch

Consumer cases e-SIT[f NI gRT 59 @i & d1¢ ¥ fueme
handled by eJagriti =~ ™ ST AT
p()['[a_l Si[’]ce ltS lElllIlCh . The government’s e-Jagriti digital consumer

grievance platform has processed about 1,30,000 cases

w since its launch in January, with more than 2,00,000 users,

lakh. The government'’s including non-resident Indians, registering on the unified
l 3 e-Jagriti digital consumer portal, the Consumer Affairs Ministry said.
@

grievance platform has 1.3 a9l Wmmwﬁﬁ%ﬂw%e-ﬁﬂﬁ
processed about 1,30,000 cases since its fSforea SuiedT fRiemad wew ™ 3 ‘_’Haﬂ Al Eﬂ%‘ & alq
launch in January, with more than 2,00,000 Y THTHT 1,30,000 m.m ﬁm% 3R 2,00,000.'\&
users, including non-resident Indians, 3f® G'CI'!ﬁTlﬁ'f ﬁr"ﬁ YaRit W i e % W
registering on the unified portal, the e | Uelipd §UT

Consumer Affairs Ministry said. are
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What are Digital Personal Data Protection Rule:

Has the Data Protection Board of India already been formed? Who are data fiduciaries and data principals? How does the DPDP Act aim to protect children?

How has the Right to Information Act, 2005 been amended? What has the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan said?

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
he Digital Personal Data
Protection Rules (DPDP), 2025
were notified this week, kicking
off the formation of the Data
Protection Board of India (DPBI), and the
legal framework for safeguarding the data
of Indians online. The DPDP Act itself was
passed in Parliament in August 2023, and
the draft of the Rules that were notified
on November 14, 2025 were released for
consultation in January.

What do the DPDP Act and Rules do?
The DPDP Act, 2023 is India’s data
protection law just as other major
countries have their own data protection
regimes such as that in Europe (the
General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR)) and Singapore (Personal Data
Protection Act, 2012). Like these regimes,
the Act sets out some baselines for how
companies (“data fiduciaries”) should
handle data of their users in India (“data
principals”). For instance, there must be
access control and encryption, along with
security audits for large firms (“significant
data fiduciaries”).

Further, data principals are required to
take “informed” consent from their users,
and anyone whose data they collect, by
giving a summary of what data they are
collecting, and how they will use it. The
Act also gives users the right to erase or
modify data they provide to firms, or to
delete it. After a specified period of
inactivity, firms are under an obligation to
delete the data they have on users. A Data
Protection Officer (DPO) has to be
appointed by large firms, who will
oversee compliance.

The Act also restricts targeted
advertising and certain data collection
from children. The Rules carve out an

exemption here for parents tracking their
children’s location.

To allow users to exercise rights across
a variety of fiduciaries (accounts over
several platforms), the Act and Rules set
out the framework for a “Consent
Manager,” a service that will allow users to
manage their data across several
fiduciaries, similar to the permissions
manager settings on a smartphone.

Data breaches must be reported as
soon as possible, the Act says.

Fines for non-compliance for different
parts of the law range from 10,000 to
3250 crore.

Are these requirements in force?
No. While over two years have gone by

ISTOCKPHOTO

since the Act was notified, the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology
(MeitY) has chosen to give firms up to 18
more months to comply. Some
requirements, like having a DPO be
appointed for large firms, goes into effect
one year from now.

However, some parts of the Act have
kicked into action — such as the DPBI's
formation. The DPBI will oversee the Act’s
implementation and will be a subordinate
office of the MeitY. The body will have
four members.

Another part of the Act that goes live is
the amendment to the Right to
Information Act, 2005, which has been
furiously resisted by digital rights and
transparency groups alike.

What are Digital Personal Data Protection Rules?

feforea sufermra Ser TReur fAram = 82

e The Digital Personal Data Protection Rules (DPDP), 2025 were notified this week,
kicking off the formation of the Data Protection Board of India (DPBI), and the legal
framework for safeguarding the data of Indians online.

o fEfSrea aafammaser

&[T fSRIT (DPDP), 2025 &1 39 I8 eI

‘Why is the amendment controversial?
The 2023 Act amended Section 8(1)(j) of
the Right to Information Act, 2005, which
allows citizens to request public
information from government bodies.
That section allowed government bodies
to refuse requests for “personal
information”, but said that this exemption
would not apply if there was a larger
public interest in disclosing the
information.

The DPDP Act removed that carve-out,
allowing government organisations more
discretion in what is and isn’t personal
information, and decline it even if doing
so would be in the public interest. The
2023 law was not going to be in force —
including this amendment — until the
Union government notified it.
Transparency activists, such as those
belonging to the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan (MKSS) and the National
Campaign for the People’s Right to
Information (NCPRI), spent years (since
the DPDP Act’s 2022 draft was published)
resisting this change.

But on Friday, the government
disregarded that pushback, and
specifically invoked its power to push the
amendment through in the form of a
notification. Another amendment, to the
Information Technology Act, 2000, is not
yet in force.

Organisations like the MKSS have
worked with grassroots movements to get
access to ration “muster rolls” and work
order logbooks, allowing them to
scrutinise public records for signs of graft
and misspending. By implementing a
broader definition to what constitutes as
“personal information”, they have
argued, citizens may have no room to
conduct such social audits. The
amendment could also be used to shield
powerful officials’ misconduct, they have
said. Nikhil Dey, an MKSS founding
member, vowed that ““[w]e the people
will fight back” after the amendment
went into force.

THE GIST

v

The DPDP Act, 2023 is India’s
data protection law just as
other major countries have
their own data protection
regimes.

v

Data principals are required to
take “informed” consent from
their users, and anyone whose
data they collect, by giving a
summary of what data they are
collecting, and how they will
useit.

v

The 2023 Act amended Section
8(1)(j) of the Right to
Information Act, 2005, which
allows citizens to request
public information from
government bodies.

ICRIRICIREEES

YRA ST TYREIUT 1S (DPBI) & 39 Bl L= o, 3R HRAG! & Sfarg SeT &l JRem & forw

DI &l B

e The DPDP Act itself was passed in Parliament in August 2023, and the draft of the Rules
that were notified on November 14, 2025 were released for consultation in January. DPDP

T AT 2023 H HHG § UTR g o,

et &1 7der St A el & forw SR far mar )

What do the DPDP Act and Rules do?
DPDP 3ififraw 3R foraw =T FRa 22

3R 14 FdaR 2025 FI YR fbw U

o The DPDP Act, 2023 is India’s data protection law just as other major countries have their
own data protection regimes such as that in Europe (the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR)) and Singapore (Personal Data Protection Act, 2012). DPDP

SfUf Ty, 2023 URE &1 ST TREU BT € 31% a4 8l ol 39 TE =01 & U1 U 3T
TREIUT TRITY & S RIT H (JATHTT ST WR&vT fafsaw (GDPR)) 3R RiTTgR & (@afdmra
3T IR&T fufam, 2012)1
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Like these regimes, the Act sets out some baselines for how companies (“data fiduciaries”)
should handle data of their users in India (“data principals”). T IR DI TG,

FB MYRYT AFes Muiia &ar 8 i Hufar (Set frsgRradt) sm Suaiesatst & URd
o 31 (+set fif¥uer) & 8 Hurer AUl

For instance, there must be access control and encryptlon along with security audits for
large firms (“significant data fiduciaries”). 3algRUl & forg, Tg'ilfeﬂil'UT 3R

TR, T & 58 BT (‘Heaqul ST fregfRmst) & fou yRen siffse |

Further, data principals are required to take “informed” consent from their users, and
anyone whose data they collect, by giving a summary of what data they are collecting, and

how they will use it. TP 3faal, SeT fifua &1 s STanTEHarst ¥, aﬁﬂ%ﬂ%@aém
FRd €, ¥ e gedfa o= R, g SR 1 A B 1 2T A R R €, AR A B
JUN |

The Act also gives users the right to erase or modify data they provide to firms, or to delete it.

ST STaNIEaistt &1 HHl &I G T SeT &I fBe™ a1 J=Nfd $3, a1 39 g &l IfGR

W ST B

After a specified period of inactivity, firms are under an obligation to delete the data they

have on users. T A&y 3afd & fAfSpaar & a1e, o W Iudiesdel R 36 UM A

3¢ ! g BT 31 B

A Data Protection Officer (DPO) has to be appointed by large firms, who will oversee

compliance. §8! HH! &I Tdh SeT T&UT AfUBRY (DPO) Fgad -1 G, S SrIUTe Bt

AR B

The Act also restricts targeted advertising and certain data collection from children.
%wa‘r‘ﬁwéaﬂ%aﬁlﬂuﬁdfﬂam%

The Rules carve out an exemption here for parents tracking their children’s location. faw

g1 HTaT-fUdT & 30 =} B R b B P 1Y U Ye ad 7 |

To allow users to exercise rights across a variety of fiduciaries (accounts over several
platforms), the Act and Rules set out the framework for a “Consent Manager,” a service that
will allow users to manage their data across several fiduciaries, similar to the permissions
manager settings on a smartphone.

ITARTEHArst oI fafta fregRast (@8 WewhiH IR WId) & UR HAGRI & TN 6 &1
A & & forg, sifufeam SR fraw e weafa yaus & fore gien Fuiid avd €, T Jar
S STANTEH AT Bl By (YRRt & UR 3T ST BT Uae H3A B S 70, S T
WIEHI W rgafaat e afd & 90 g

Data breaches must be reported as soon as possible, the Act says.

32T YA B! T STeet Tud g1 RU o1 =gy, ififvas sgar g

Fines for non-compliance for different parts of the law range from ¥10,000 to ¥250 crore.

HT & At yrl & oy SrguTe = #A W JAM1 210,000 T 250 HRAS 0 ¢

Are these requirements in force?

FIT T TP ATE AN 2?2

No. Tgl|
While over two years have gone by since the Act was notified, the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MeitY) has chosen to give firms up to 18 more months to
comply.
Safe Sty Siftgfed 819 & a1 af ad | 3iftre oid 9 €, saae =T 3R JE-T
TN e (Meity) 3 AT BT 3IUTeH & T 18 7EH MR 37 &1 fdbey T 2|
Some requirements, like having a DPO be appointed for large firms, goes into effect one year
from now. $& HGLIHATY, S 9 BT 3 1T DPO FgeR BT, T ¥ s wTa & St
However some parts of the Act have kicked |nto actlon — such as the DPBI’s formation.

& S YRTUHE H 3P & — oI DPBI BT 73|
The DPBI will oversee the Act’'s implementation and will be a subordinate office of the MeitY.

DPBISTRIfTH & Hr-ag o1 AR B 3R MeitY T =y Hrafed gl
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The body will have four members. dg A%/ arR Tewl &1 |
Another part of the Act that goes live is the amendment to the Right to Information Act,
2005, which has been furiously resisted by digital rights and transparency groups alike.

Sifufora &1 T 3R 4T o Sifd 81 XeT & 98 & I P SR SfifraH, 2005 § TR,
forarept feforea siftrerY sk uReRiar Tuel <1 gr1 w3t ufeRly farar mar 8 |

Why is the amendment controversial?

TRy =Y faaerRug 272

The 2023 Act amended Section 8(1)(j) of the Right to Information Act, 2005, which allows
citizens to request public information from government bodies. 2023 Srfufaw 3 gl &1
SR iftrferm, 2005 & &R 8(1)(j) H TN v, S AFR®! & WeRT Hmmt &
eI SFBRY A B A 3T |

That section allowed government bodies to refuse requests for “personal information”, but

said that this exemption would not apply if there was a larger public interest in disclosing the
information.

I YRT A WHRI FHHl Bl “HAfRITd STFBHRY & T SrRIeT DI SRAIBR B3 Bt AT
QAfpT e b T8 Fe Ay el Bl Tl BRI Uebe B | 581 Jrdeii-ie e gl

The DPDP Act removed that carve-out, allowing government organisations more discretion in
what is and isn’t personal information, and decline it even if doing so would be in the public

interest. DPDP S(TIFTH 3 39 @c &I gl far, TRPRI W16H! Bl g 09 HA H 3w fddd

DT AR T gU o T & SR o1 T8 afaTd SIHaTRY, 3R S SRATHR A Bt U g ol

BT ATdeIS fea 1 gl

The 2023 law was not going to be in force — including this amendment — until the Union

government notified it.

%23 B — T TN TR — AR T 1 a7 T 5id I Bty PR A 38 Sy =7
I

Transparency activists, such as those belonging to the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan

(MKSS) and the National Campaign for the People’s Right to Information (NCPRI), spent

years (since the DPDP Act’s 2022 draft was published) reS|st|ng this change.

, HTWHW%W(MKSS) SfiarT @ &
PT fYPR (NCPRI) T S, 7 a6T (DPDP SifUfad & 2022 71 & UHIRH ) 39
CARYGRICRC

But on Friday, the government disregarded that pushback, and specifically invoked its power
to push the amendment through in the form of a notification.

QAfh IEFAR BT, WHR A I ORIy BT FoRafar B e, 3R Oy w0 9 ta AfRg= &
U H HRNEH DI 3 GG B ST feki BT U fabsan|

Another amendment, to the Information Technology Act, 2000, is not yet in force.

T 3R TR, G e sifufrad, 2000 B, onft o @] AT 21

Organisations like the MKSS have worked with grassroots movements to get access to
ration “muster rolls” and work order logbooks, allowing them to scrutinise public records
for signs of graft and misspending.

MKSS St §13H1 3 U1 $ 1§ JTgral & 91y 1 fodr § IR <A Aa” 3R st
TSI ANTGP T Ugd UId =l o ford, ol 38 YPTAR SR e @d & ddval & 1o1g
oI Rbie BI Siid B o1 SAfd el

By implementing a broader definition to what constitutes as “personal information”, they
have argued, citizens may have no room to conduct such social audits. *

HT ST § 3UD! ATIDS YRHTST AR R, 3814 adb a1 &, AR & Uy Ut |ramfores
ST HA B! IS TG o 51 Yol

The amendment could also be used to shield powerful officials’ misconduct, they have

%ﬁwﬁmwwmmésmaﬁm%ﬁmﬂﬂmwwé
cal

i
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¢ Nikhil Dey, an MKSS founding member, vowed that

we the people’ will fight back” after

the amendment went into force. ﬁ'@ﬁ@', Th MKSS IRITTS IcH, 3 yfas &1 fb “gH iU
TS MY AFL BN & 9IS |

Decoding the NDA' landslide win in Bihar

Voters expressed a great deal of satisfaction with the incumbent government and reported notable improvements in public services and infrastructure

| DATA POINT |

Sanj

any factors contribute to
M the landslide victory of a

political party or an al-
liance. This holds true for the re-
cent victory of the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) in Bihar as
well. The victory conveys two mes-
sages — that there was an overall
approval of the work done by the
incumbent NDA government un-
der Chief Minister Nitish Kumar,
and of the voters’ continued faith
in the promises made by the NDA
during its campaign. The results
also point to the vital role of wo-
men voters in Indian elections. Not
only did women voters turn out to
vote in much larger numbers in
2025 as compared to all the pre-
vious elections, but they also
seemed to have voted decisively in
favour of the NDA, giving the al-
liance a significant lead.

Kumar

The results

These results are a major setback
for the Mahagatbandhan (MGB).
But despite a rout in terms of seats,
the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
emerged as the single largest party
in terms of votes polled. RJD lead-
er Tejashwi Yadav led the cam-
paign from the front. He managed
to consolidate his core voters -
mainly Yadavs and Muslims - but
failed to attract voters from other
communities.

Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraaj
Party (JSP) party polled just over
3% of the votes. However, one
should credit Mr. Kishor for lead-
ing the campaign on the issue of
job opportunities for residents in
Bihar, rather than on the issue of
migration of labour to industries
outside Bihar. This message later
resonated in the campaigns of oth-
er parties. The JSP appeared to at-
tract large crowds and generated
significant buzz. This created the
popular perception that Bihar was
heading for a three-cornered con-

NDA supporters hold posters of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, and other leaders, in Patna. ANI

test. However, the contest was es-
sentially a bipolar one, as was the
case in previous elections.

The NDA won 202 seats and
polled 46.6% of the votes, while
the MGB managed to win 35 seats
with 37.7% of the votes. This is the
second best performance of the
NDA; in the 2010 Assembly elec-
tions, it won 206 seats. Together,
the two alliances polled roughly
85% of the vote, with other parties
receiving a much smaller share
compared to earlier elections.

A large number of voters made
up their mind about which party
to vote for during the last few days
of the campaign. Evidence from a
survey suggests that 42% were late
deciders, choosing who to vote for
one or two days before voting or
on the day of voting. Most of these
late deciders voted either for the
NDA (47%) or for the MGB (36%),
while the JSP (3%) was not seen as
a party that was likely to win or
play a role in government
formation.

of the NDA i
The NDA's strategy of pitching its
election campaign on large, State-
level issues rather than on local is-

sues seems to helped it in a big
way. The NDA campaigned on the
need for a double engine sarkaar
(Nitish-Modi government) for fas-
ter development of the State.
About half of the voters in Bihar
believed it was necessary for the
party in power at the Centre to al-
so be in power in the State, while a
little over one-third (37%) did not
agree with this view. The NDA con-
veyed the message that this elec-
tion was not about electing an
MLA or Chief Minister, but to en-
sure that Bihar moves ahead on
the path of development. It also
warned the voters that if the MGB
won, it could result in a return to
‘Jungle Raj’ — a reference to the
poor law-and-order situation bet-
ween 1990 and 2005 during Lalu
Prasad and Rabri Devi’s leader-
ship. This message seems to have
appealed to a large segment of vo-
ters, especially women, who faced
major challenges on account of the
poor law-and-order situation.

Countering anti-incumbency

One major reason why the NDA go-
vernment was able to overcome
anti-incumbency was the high le-
vel of voter satisfaction with both

Decoding the NDA'’s landslide win in Bihar

foeR # TS 91 Y Shd &1 fagauor

o Decoding the NDA’s landslide win in Bihar
f9gR ¥ TSI Ft YR Sita &1 fazaiwo

o Voters expressed a great deal of satisfaction with
the incumbent government and reported notable
improvements in public services and infrastructure

Taerdrst 3 adH WRPR T T1 TP ad B

IR Ardetre Yarei 7o gET @ | S #

JUR Ft RUE &

¢ Many factors contribute to the landslide victory of
a political party or an alliance. Eh_§ HRD Udh

the State and Central govern-
ments. Data show that nearly
three-fourths of voters expressed
satisfaction with the performance
of both, creating a favourable envi-
for the NDA’s campaig)
Voters also reported notable im-
provements across key public ser-
vices and infrastructure. More
than three-fourths of the respon-
dents said that the availability of
electricity had improved, and
nearly seven of every 10 believed
that the conditions of roads had
improved. They also said that
there were improvements in social
sector services. More than six of
every 10 voters felt that the condi-
tion of government schools had
improved, and a similar share re-
ported better access to drinking
water. A little over half (54%) be-
lieved that government hospitals
were functioning better, while
nearly half the respondents (48%)
perceived an improvement in law
and order. Crucially, more than
three out of every five voters said
they wanted to give the Janata Dal
(United) or JD(U)-led NDA govern-
ment another chance in Bihar.
The welfare schemes specifical-
ly targeting women also seem to

have helped the NDA in mobilising
women voters in bigger numbers
in 2025 as compared to previous
elections. Women had supported
Mr. Kumar in earlier elections as
well, due to his policy of sharab
bandi (alcohol prohibition), policy
of giving cycles and school un-
iforms to schoolgirls, and the Jeevi-
ka Didi scheme. Initial evidence
suggests that women voters seem
to have played an important role in
NDA’s victory.

The MGB was unable to gener-
ate confidence among voters of its
ability to provide better gover-
nance if elected. It also appeared
much weaker than the NDA in mo-
bilising support. While in the NDA,
alliance partners drew voters from
different castes and communities,
the MGB largely reinforced sup-
port within its existing base and
failed to bring in additional voters.
Within the NDA, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) attracted a large
chunk of upper caste voters, the JD
(U) brought in Kurmi votes, Upen-
dra Kushwaha's Rashtriya Lok
Samta Party (RLSP) was instru-
mental in securing Koeri votes,
and both the Hindustaan Awaam
Morcha and the Lok Jan Shakti Par-
ty (R) attracted a large segment of
Dalit votes.

It is important to note that the
core base of the MGB was much
smaller than that of the NDA. The
alliance partners in the MGB -
mainly the R]D, Congress, Vikass-
heel Insaan Party, and the Left par-
ties — more or less have the same
core support base, which includes
Yadavs, Muslims, and poorer seg-
ment of voters. While the alliance
of these parties helped in consoli-
dating the core supporters of the
MGB, it appeared unable to attract
non-committed voters. Evidence
suggests that over seven of every
10 (70%) of Yadavs and Muslims
voted for the MGB in this election.
But the alliance failed to win over
voters of other communities.

‘Sanjay Kumar is a professor and political
analyst. Views expressed are personal
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e This holds true for the recent victory of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) in Bihar as
well. 7 fS8TR & 5701 31 AP SIS TSHUA (NDA) F1 it 3 forg 47 et 3|

e The victory conveys two messages — that there was an overall approval of the work done
by the incumbent NDA government under Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, and of the voters’
continued faith in the promises made by the NDA during its campaign. H—S’Gﬂﬁﬁméfﬁ%
— & adH NDA TRPR & @I ™ AR & dgd foy 7T Sl & 9o depdt off, ok
HAaTar3lt BT NDA R S & GRM e 71T aral # AR fayr |

e The results also point to the vital role of women voters in Indian elections. RO YR

ATdl & Aigar Aagrarsii @1 Agayqut YfAreT B 3R o IR R |

¢ Not only did women voters turn out to vote in much larger numbers in 2025 as compared to
all the previous elections, but they also seemed to have voted decisively in favour of the
NDA, giving the alllance a significant lead. 9 &g Afgdr Hderarsii 7 2025 § i et
TG 1 goT & Sgd IS S A HeaH [, Sk I NDA 3 U B Frorias U @
naaq%mu'cﬁas‘m% ToE & eaE-IT g¢d o |

www.patrioticias.in

The results
gfyomH

e These results are a major setback for the Mahagatbandhan (MGB). T URUIMH HERTSEH
(MGB) & {17 Ueh T FCH1 B |

e But despite a rout in terms of seats, the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) emerged as the single
largest party in terms of votes polled. Afee el F A A gr %Eﬂaﬁj\?{, QT@'GGFI?IT od
(RID)HA & T A vpHrT Tad TSt urdf & =0 & IR

¢ RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav led the campaign from the front. RJD A1 deredt ared A
S P 3T B g faam

¢ He managed to consolidate his core voters — mainly Yadavs and Muslims — but failed to
attract voters from other communities. 39 30 q 0 HaGTarait — I =0 I greal iR
IRETH — Bl Tholc XA T hadl UTs, difdh 31 TR I Tdardis] & e Nd d 8
fathe g

e Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraaj Party (JSP) party polled just over 3% of the votes. RG]
PRI &1 & TR U (USP) A Fad 3% ¥ 3 A g fahu|

e However, one should credit Mr. Kishor for leading the campaign on the issue of job
opportunities for residents in Bihar, rather than on the issue of migration of labour to

industries outside Bihar. 8T, ot f=mMR &t 8 31 =nfew fos IiH fagR & fRalRml & ferw
Hﬁgﬁ%@mﬁ%aﬁweﬁ‘mﬁmﬁqam, 7 for fgR & 1er ST & oAl & yara &
W

e This message later resonated in the campaigns of other parties. Ug TR 91G | 3 gdl
ST | T

o The JSP appeared to attract large crowds and generated significant buzz. JSP ﬁa@_’f 'm?)'
BT B BT Ul g 3R Ied@-a gerad vel H

° Th|s created the p ular perception that Bihar was heading for a three-cornered contest.

! & fIgR T -9 91 gopTaa o1 3R ¢ 8T U1l

. However, the contest was essentially a bipolar one, as was the case in previous elections.
gTaifes, HhTaa 7a ¥0 4 fgedia o1, sk i3 el gmal & Araer a1

e The NDA won 202 seats and polled 46.6% of the votes, while the MGB managed to win 35
seats with 37.7% of the votes. NDA = 202 e ST 3R 46.6% Td TR T, S/afds MGB =
37.7% Hdl & 1Y 35 W Sitei|

e This is the second best performance of the NDA; in the 2010 Assembly elections, it won
206 seats.

T8 NDA & giRT Jd ¥ WeRA §; 2010 faem=aur gamal &, 597 206 Wi Sfich off|

e Together, the two alliances polled roughly 85% of the vote, with other parties receiving a
much smaller share compared to earlier elections.
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e Alarge number of voters made up their mind about which party to vote for during the last few
days of the campaign.

o SMftEE & Sifow o A & SR 9t e & waeransit 3 98 au far b fpu ca H ae 2
e Evidence from a survey suggests that 42% were late deciders, choosing who to vote for one
or two days before voting or on the day of voting. Tch & & Tied ﬁ%ﬂﬁ g P a2%d @
T S 1A U, S HdGH 9 U A1 <l e uge a1 FdeM & fad die b3 ¢ 98 gd 9
o Most of these late deciders voted either for the NDA (47%) or for the MGB (36%), while the

JSP (3%) was not seen as a party that was likely to win or play a role in government

formation. 39 ¢ & e B aTal | I 3BT 7 T7 o NDA (47%) & 7T IT MGB (36%) &
gwm,wﬁo‘ﬁp (3%) B! STt T WBHR T3 T YAHT UM arelt uref & U H T8
T

Success of the NDA campaign

www.patrioticias.in

NDA 3ifHaT &t gwadr

o The NDA's strategy of pitching its election campaign on large, State-level issues rather than
on local issues seems to helped it in a big way. NDA CIRVEIIRACIRCIE] JA1q S BT
%gﬁ%ma@, G- GEI IR dhigd H 3t 2, 7 3 TS dRib I Heg DI Udd

I

o The NDA campaigned on the need for a double engine sarkaar (Nitish-Modi government)
for faster development of the State. NDA 439 & ool fae™ & fow s9a o TRPR
FAT-AE WPR) B Maadhal W A Far|

e About half of the voters in Bihar believed it was necessary for the party in power at the
Centre to also be in power in the State, while a little over one-third (37%) did not agree with

this view. TS8R & T Siftrepi=r Aacraratt &1 A1 U1 fos g A T A urd o1 sy A +f
T H BT SR 7, T N1 31w uap-faeTs (37%) 39 ehivr @ gedd -1et 2

e The NDA conveyed the message that this election was not about electing an MLA or Chief
Minister, but to ensure that Bihar moves ahead on the path of development.

 NDA 7 ¥icxT faan f I8 gA1d Th MLA a1 GRrwEAt g+ &1 -Te1 o, afcdh a8 gRfd &-A &1 T
fob fagRfa®™ & Ty W W ag |

¢ It also warned the voters that if the MGB won, it could result in a return to ‘Jungle Raj’ — a
reference to the poor law-and-order situation between 1990 and 2005 during Lalu Prasad
and Rabri Devi’s leadership.

o I AdGIarst HI ara it € fs afe MGB Sfid T, Ot I8 ST ¥rer &1 o 8 et § —
m@fmﬁm@éﬁ%ﬁaaﬁwgo 3R 2005 & d TRTE HIH-TTIT Pt FRAUFA 7
ey |

o This message seems to have appealed to a large segment of voters, especially women,
who faced major challenges on account of the poor law-and-order situation.

o UE U AdcIs & U6 g8 a¥f, ARy =u & afgansit 1 sreifa #=a & 9w 381 Udid giar
8, S WR1E S-SRI B fRUFY & HR1 g At o1 [ a2 gt |

Countering anti-incumbency
FAUT PR faRIE YT &1 goH1aar

e One major reason why the NDA government was able to overcome anti-incumbency was
the high level of voter satisfaction with both the State and Central governments. NDA

PR & T TRPR AR UITAT IR B9 T FT Th T RO 6T 3R ST IRBRI
QT % T TeaeTaT Y BT 3 TR T
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Data show that nearly three-fourths of voters expressed satisfaction with the performance
of both, creating a favourable environment for the NDA’s campaign. W fara g fos @y
T-UTE Aagrarstt A SFI & U= & T ad &1, S NDA & S & e srdd
JTATaROT ST B |

Voters also reported notable improvements across key public services and infrastructure.
TaTTelt 3 T e Qareit AR g B A Sraa- gurR) # o Roe 7

More than three-fourths of the respondents said that the availability of electricity had
improved, and nearly seven of every 10 believed that the conditions of roads had improved.

ITRardrslt & f-graTs A Siftre 3 w81 % fagyga &t Suasiar & uR go g, 3R T g
10 W A TId &1 T T & Tl & RN A guR gan |

They also said that there were improvements in social sector services.

35 g ot Fe fob arfore & Aarsii & gUR gU Bl

More than six of every 10 voters felt that the condition of government schools had
improved, and a similar share reported better access to drinking water.

T 10 H 1 B8 A i Taardrsit &1 7eqy o7 i IR ¥l & R & guR g g, 8k
T R 3 W & Uit O dgaR ugd &1 KUl o1

A little over half (54%) believed that government hospitals were functioning better, while
nearly half the respondents (48%) perceived an improvement in law and order. %ﬁET 3feH
SITRIPTRN (54%) T THAT UT S TR SRUATH I5R BT FR IR &, STap AT SHfrpram
ITREIATSA (48%) = B 3R HARIT H YR BT 34T far|

Crucially, more than three out of every five voters said they wanted to give the Janata Dal
(United) or JD(U)-led NDA government another chance in Bihar. n‘satpfwﬁr quﬁﬁ
| = I 3if¥e Aaararsit 4 He1 & 3 SIa1 gd (TS S) 1 JD(U)-Ad aTeit NDA TERPBR
&I fagR & U@ 3R Tt 31 916 B

The welfare schemes specifically targeting women also seem to have helped the NDA in
mobilising women voters in bigger numbers in 2025 as compared to previous elections.
wfgars &1 Alerd A drelt Hearor grer=mg = 1T NDA @1 2025 T fUsc IAmal &t ga-1 § 98
e # Afgar Aderars & e & Aeg &1 Udid gidl o

Women had supported Mr. Kumar in earlier elections as well, due to his policy of sharab
bandi (alcohol prohibition), policy of g|V|ng cycles and school uniforms to schoolgirls,

and the Jeevika Didi scheme. 'Flﬁﬁl'l'{ Cl_a:'a > ﬁﬁﬁ A+ 8ﬂ T gl fopar YT, G|
IRTS §6t (RS e Aifd, Wﬁmﬁﬁquﬁwﬁéﬁﬁ:ﬁ% 3R ShfeT
It AT & BRI

Initial evidence suggests that women voters seem to have played an important role in
NDA’s victory. TRIN® H1& ITd & o AfSE Fagrarsii 2 NDA 3T Siid H Hgeaqul Hfe
fTUTS Tt gicht 5|

The MGB was unable to generate confidence among voters of its ability to provide better
governance if elected. MGB Facrarail & oiF Ut emar IR fayr Iad 3= 7 s/amd &1 fs
g gt 718 df SR R YaH

It also appeared much weaker than the NDA in mobilising support. dg Wﬁﬁfﬁﬁ NDA &1
qaT & 9gd HHOIR Udid g

While in the NDA, alliance partners drew voters from different castes and communities, the
MGB largely reinforced support within its existing base and failed to bring in additional
voters.

STafd NDA B, TaaeH IreieR faft sifay siR Ier ¥ Hagrarsht &1 sraftfd #vd 4, MGB
A T Y 39 HiefeT STYUR & iR T &) Aorgd faman ok sifafvea wagrarsit & am
# fawd 38T

Within the NDA, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) attracted a large chunk of upper caste
voters, the JD (U) brought in Kurmi votes, Upendra Kushwaha’s Rashtriya Lok Samta
Party (RLSP) was instrumental in securing Koeri votes, and both the Hindustaan Awaam
Morcha and the Lok Jan Shakti Party (R) attracted a large segment of Dalit votes.

NDA & iR, WRg si=ar urdf (BJP) = S Siifa Aaegrdraeil &1 ue a1 few s ffd foma,
JD(U)?r@ﬂn?raTq SUs HIETET &1 AP As THAT UTET (RLSP)PIST A Gfard 3 o
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Tgayu off, 3R fégwar smarw Ml ofR ae w==ifaa urdl (R) <1 7 afera wel &1 U wat
if aneefifa famarl

It is important to note that the core base of the MGB was much smaller than that of the NDA.
g Flic HRAT H5aqUl § fh MGB 1 43T STURNDA & T&H1ad dgd Bl Ul

The alliance partners in the MGB — mainly the RJD, Congress, Vikassheel Insaan Party,
and the Left parties — more or less have the same core support base, which includes
Yadavs, Muslims, and poorer segment of voters.

MGB ¥ Tadt TaR — TR U d RID, Hid, Risasia gar urdf, IR araudht aa —
Wgwwﬁa@wﬁaﬂwmﬁ% fored area, 9w, SiR Taerdrsit &1 g i
M Bl

While the alliance of these parties helped in consolidating the core supporters of the MGB, it
appeared unable to attract non-committed voters. 31 Tdl & T3§YT 7 MGB & qs W’t’hﬁ
DI THoC TR § Aeg o, Afh g8 AR-ufdas Aagrars & snaifa & & s/ udita ga|
Evidence suggests that over seven of every 10 (70%) of Yadavs and Muslims voted for the
MGB in this election. T1&d J & fob 3 TG A g3 10 W | TTa A 31w (70%)a1eal 3R
gRadi 4 MGB &1 die faan|

But the alliance failed to win over voters of other communities. Tl TGae GIWWI'Q-T &
HAarrsil o sitad H fawe @l

International Relations

17/11/2025

Jaishankar, Qatar PM discuss bilateral cooperation

Press Trust o! In!!a

DOHA

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Sunday met
Qatar’s top leadership in
Doha and discussed major
aspects of the bilateral rela-
tionship, including energy
and trade, as well as re-
gional and global issues.
He held a meeting with
Prime Minister and Fo-
reign Minister Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman bin Jas-
sim Al Thani, and also
called on Qatar’s Amir Ta-
mim bin Hamad Al Thani.
“Pleased to meet Qatar’s
Prime Minister & Foreign
Minister @MBA_AlThani_
in Doha,” Mr. Jaishankar
said in an X post.
“Reviewed key aspects
of our Strategic Partner-

S. Jaishankar meets Qatar’s PM and Foreign Minister Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, in Doha on Sunday. ANl

ship, including energy,
trade, investment and peo-
ple-to-people connect. Ap-
preciate the exchange of
views on Middle East/West
Asia, regional and global
developments,” he said.
According to the state-

run Qatar News Agency,
the two counterparts also
discussed ways to streng-
then bilateral cooperation.

India-Qatar relations
Mr. Jaishankar also called
on Qatar’s Amir Tamim bin

Hamad Al Thani and “reit-
erated our commitment to
stronger India-Qatar rela-
tions”, the Minister said in
a separate post on X.

“Value his guidance on
expanding collaboration
and exploring new oppor-
tunities,” Mr. Jaishankar
said.

India’s bilateral trade
with Qatar in 2023-24 was
$14.08 billion, according to
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs.

To meet Lavrov

Mr. Jaishankar is also sche-
duled to meet his Russian
counterpart, Sergei Lav-
rov, in Moscow on Monday
to discuss bilateral ties
ahead of President Vladi-
mir Putin’s visit to New
Delhi next month.

Jaishankar, Qatar PM discuss bilateral cooperation

SORHR, Ha¥ & YYTHAT A fguehy ganT = ==t &t

o Jaishankar, Qatar PM discuss bilateral cooperation

AP, HaX P gUEA A fguaha wgaT w =t &t

e Extemal Alairs Minister S. Jaishankar on Sunday met Qatar’s top leadership in Doha
and discussed major aspects of the bilateral relationship, including energy and trade,

as well as regional and global issues.

According to Russian
Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova,
Mr. Jaishankar is arriving to
lead the Indian delegation
at the meeting of the Coun-
cil of Prime Ministers of the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation  (SCO) on
Tuesday.

Pakistan, also a member
of the SCO, will be repre-
sented by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Mi-
nister Mohammad Ishaq
Dar. However, according to
sources, there is no provi-
sion for his bilateral meet-
ing with Mr. Jaishankar.

According to Kremlin
sources, Mr. Putin is sche-
duled to meet the leaders
of the SCO, hosted by Rus-
sian Prime Minister Mik-
hail Mishustin.
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Rf9aR &1 fae=r w5t T, SraRie A <ieT # v & Y A I gareTd 3 3R
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. He held a meeting with Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, and also called on Qatar's Amir Tamim bin
Hamad Al Thani.

I5H gUrHA Td fadwr vt vigwe fom sregac = fom siftm o it &
HTHTd BI 3R HeR & R awfiw fam gue ora it § off e &t

o “Pleased to meet Qatar’s Prime Minister & Foreign Minister @MBA_AlThani_in
Doha,” Mr. Jaishankar said in an X post.

BT H Bk b YYFHAT 9 fae=r 7t @MBA_AlThani ¥ fircesR ogeran g3, off
SRR A 30 X URe | fera|

o “Reviewed key aspects of our Strategic Partnership, including energy, trade,
investment and people-to-people connect. Appreciate the exchange of views on
Middle East/West Asia, regional and global developments,” he said.

TARY I AR & T U qeii—Seet, AR, fawr, 3R o=-8-511
W THle 1| wed qeraid gk, a9t wd e R R fRraR-fms @t

HRIe T PRl _§'” d"é'l'-l gl

e According to the state-run Qatar News Agency, the two counterparts also discussed
ways to strengthen bilateral cooperation.
WPRI HaR ol Tl F IR, g1 ufafar 3 fguehia gean o faved o1 &
! R off 7=l 31

India-Qatar (e!ations
HRA-hd? g

e Mr. Jaishankar also called on Qatar's Amir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and
“reiterated our commitment to stronger India-Qatar relations”, the Minister said in a
separate post on X.

ot SRIYHR A HR P R T 97 50 3t yT B oft He oY 3R “URA-HaR Taiet
1 3R AV TR DI gARY Ufddsdl esTs,” Tt 3 X IR TS 31ehT URe | Fgll

¢ “Value his guidance on expanding collaboration and exploring new opportunities,” Mr.
Jalshankar said.

& fIaId A 3R T 3TR] B! T H I AN &I Hed g, &t
SRR = HEll

e India’s bilateral trade with Qatar in 2023-24 was $14.08 billion, according to the
Ministry of External Affairs.

e HATC & SR, 2023-24 A HRA T HeR & A fguefia R 14.08 fafera
STaR YTl

To meet Lavrov

aTaRie | e & forg

e Mr. Jaishankar is also scheduled to meet his Russian counterpart, Sergei Lavrov, in
Moscow on Monday to discuss bilateral ties ahead of President Vladimir Putin’s visit
to New Delhi next month.

ot TR WHIR B HiEp] H 30+ T THDHE TiE araia ° e arl ©, e
AT e SATfeHIR i @t 713 el amm ¥ ugd fguelia deet w == &l off 9 |

e According to Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova, Mr.
Jaishankar is arriving to lead the Indian delegation at the meeting of the Council of
Prime Ministers of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) on Tuesday.
&4} {41 HaTerd Y YderT HIRAT WRaRIar & , St SRIRIBR HITAGR Bl
AN TS (SCO) F Ul 31 ufkug @ ﬁuw?ﬁuqﬁﬁﬁnsamﬁaa

FH & R Uga R |
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e Pakistan, also a member of the SCO, will be represented by Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar. However, according to sources, there is
no provision for his bilateral meeting with Mr. Jaishankar.

, S SCO &1 Uew g, F1 ufaffia Iu yerwst 3R fagwr 45t vigwg
SUETP SR 1| Tdifeh, T & SR, IAD! o SFARIBR & ary Tt fguelta gamea
&1 U1 51 5 |
e According to Kremlin sources, Mr. Putin is scheduled to meet the leaders of the
SCO, hosted by Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin.

Haf W & IER, A gfad sco & Adrait I firen ara 8, et Asar w4t
gy e R e
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Economy

The case for domestic ship building

WY 8T i & ue d A

S&T

Surprise: reading a quantum clock can cost more than keeping it ticking

3t T HicH YS! B U I Teold 1@ A AfUP AT uS IHdr g

Astronomers spot coronal mass ejection on another star for first time

WAfdel 3 Ugd! IR fredl o g aR R SRIFA A1 SSaR o T

Swing, but do not miss

How is the global precision medicine market shaping up?

e AR 9ok $4 frwfia 81 a1 82

Environment

India to spruce up mechanisms for accessing climate finance

YRT Jarg I3 d® Ugd & ol Pl eg B JAT8T 8

The case for domestic ship building

WY 8T AAir & uet o A
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An uncertain solar-powered future

e sffEa IR-Sef emurfa wfas

IS

9. | Army sets up three new garrisons near the strategic Siliguri Corridor

T A RS RSt FIRER & ur 9 Fv = =g feu
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The case
for domestic
ship building

Big league: CSL eyes doubling turnover as India eyes
strong presence in global shipbuilding . BY ARRANGEMENT

V. Sajeev Kumar

As the world’s largest importer of oil, gas, coal,
and fertilisers, India presents vast opportunities
for its shipping industry — yet much of the
business remains under foreign control. Last
year, shipping requirement was pegged at $85
billion, with nearly 85% of cargo transported by
foreign vessels. This dependence, warns Cochin
Shipyard Ltd. Chairman and Managing Director
Madhu S. Nair, poses a serious risk as any global
shipping disruption could send ripples through
the Indian economy.

Mr. Nair believes India must build a robust
shipping ecosystem to meet its growing maritime
requirements. Shipping, he notes, hasa
cascading impact on the economy, driving
growth across sectors. A comprehensive
development of the sector would enable India to
supply a wide range of goods to global markets. A
vibrant maritime and shipbuilding space is now
taking shape in the country to serve the
expanding trade. Ship manufacturing, Mr. Nair
adds, will energise overall economic activity and
act as a powerful labour multiplier.

To strengthen its shipping industry, the
government has launched several initiatives to
support domestic shipbuilding. The
announcement of a ¥70,000 crore package for
the shipbuilding and maritime sector is aimed at
propelling India into the global top 10 by 2030
and the top five by 2047.

The package envisages a four-pillar approach
to enhance domestic shipbuilding capacity and
maritime infrastructure: facilitate long-term
financing; promote greenfield and brownfield
shipyard development; enhance technical
capabilities; and undertake legal, taxation and
policy reforms.

During the recently concluded Maritime India
Week, in a major boost to the ‘Make in India’
initiative, public sector oil and gas companies
placed 59 shipbuilding orders worth 347,800
crore. Shipping Corporation of India announced
plans to expand its fleet to 216 vessels and
Dredging Corporation of India said it plans to add
11 new dredgers. The Green Tug Transition
Programme (GTTP) aims to generate a fleet of 100
eco-friendly tugbeats by 2040.

“If the shipping requirement is mapped for the
long term — at least 15 years from now — then the
shipbuilding ecosystem can develop accordingly,”
he said.

He recalled how Japan’s efforts to encourage
shipbuilding after the Second World War brought
prosperity to the country.

Today, three countries — China, Korea and
Japan — together control 93% of the world’s
shipbuilding business. On the other hand, India —
with 1/6th of the world’s population and aspiring
1o be the third largest economy — accounts for
barely 0.5% of the global shipbuilding business.

Several coastal states in India are now coming
out with special policies covering ancillary and
skilling support, roads and rail infrastructure,
and so on to meet the country’s shipping
requirements.

States such as Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Gujarat are pitching
strongly.

(The writer is with The Hindu businessline)

The case for domestic ship building

W S8 (AT & uer o Areen

The case for domestic ship building

WY ST fArmfor & ver & wreen

¢ As the world’s largest importer of oil, gas, coal, and fertilisers, India
presents vast opportunities for its shipping industry — yet much of the business
remains under foreign control.

T & I IS A, T, Siadr 3R I s & E0 0, YR Ut
fRAfthT I & for fammer sraeR vRd vt § — bR o et wret few faceh
GRELEE]

e Last year, shipping requirements were pegged at $85 billion, with nearly
85% of cargo transported by foreign vessels.

fOed v, Rift siaxaemdr 85 faferam sTer st 18 o, S d T 85%
ST (G SIgTell gRT URTgH fobar

¢ This dependence, warns Cochin Shipyard Ltd. Chairman and Managing
Director Madhu S. Nair, poses a serious risk as any global shipping disruption
could send ripples through the Indian economy.

fafis & SuxAs iR ey (3T 7Y TH. AT JaraHt oo
2 & g5 Frfear iR Shifem 3 wifer aftyes Rifthn & foredt off e & el
SrefaraRyT yHIfad 8 Tehet B
¢ Mr. Nair believes India must build a robust shipping ecosystem to meet its
growing maritime requirements.

ot TR BT T 8 fb YR Y 30 Tgclt THE ATaRadhdrst & @R1 B4 &
forg ve wetea Rift uikfRifdet d &1 Fafor s arfgul

¢ Shipping, he notes, has a cascading impact on the economy, driving growth
across sectors.

3 ped g b Rt o1 erdfeuaen W e Uy usd 2 3R I8 fafte & &
3fs B Sear gl

¢ A comprehensive development of the sector would enable India to supply a
wide range of goods to global markets.

2 &7 &1 UG B YR & dffyes SOR! A fafis UeR & I &t smyfed
B H GaH ST

¢ A vibrant maritime and shipbuilding space is now taking shape in the country
to serve the expanding trade.

?ﬁ;ﬁwﬁwmﬁ%ﬁﬁwwm&ﬁ?mﬁﬁm%&m
W

e Ship manufacturing, Mr. Nair adds, will energise overall economic activity and
act as a powerful labour multiplier.

ot TR P ¢ & ST Fafo Ty sffe mfafafy ot wfa < ok ue
fFIRTC 9 TUTH B R BT AT

¢ To strengthen its shipping industry, the government has launched several
initiatives to support domestic shipbuilding.

3Tt RITHT ITRT B Holgd B o oI WBR = TR wrgTet Fafor &1 goe=
& & forg % Us & B &

e The announcement of a ¥70,000 crore package for the shipbuilding and

maritime sector is aimed at propelling India into the global top 10 by 2030 and the
top five by 2047.

STgTet FAHTor SR Tl &5 & 1T 70,000 FRIS FUA & Tobet &1 GV &1 AT HRA
@1 2030 TP AP 2 10 3R 2047 T =fid 5 F ugarFT B

e The package envisages a four-pillar approach to enhance domestic shipbuilding
capacity and maritime infrastructure: facilitate long-term financing; promote greenfield
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and brownfield shipyard development; enhance technical capabilities; and undertake
legal, taxation and policy reforms.
TR STETST AT & SR T SHaRa g™ & oy aR-IdY BT &I

TATd Rl §: GrbITerd [aquIyo] § Tgrid]; Twics SR SIeAwics Ruars faer
! TITed BT, Toh-1ap! &Earsl § gfG; 3R B, HRIUTH TS HfavTd JUR FHRAT|

e During the recently concluded Maritime India Week, in a major boost to the ‘Make in
India’ initiative, public sector oil and gas companies placed 59 shipbuilding orders
worth ¥47,800 crore.
mé’rﬁwgqﬁ&aswg%m%aﬁm A 31 3fSAT U B! IS WS
& ¥ § Frdol-d &8F Bt dd 3R T HU- 3 47,800 FRIS UL YeT & 59 ST
fermor 31Tk feuy

e Shipping Corporation of India announced plans to expand its fleet to 216 vessels and
Dredglng Corporation of India said it plans to add 11 new dredgers.

HIURIA 3t ST TN 9IS DI 216 TFTH dD TG D! AT DI GINUN B!

3R ST IR 3t 5T A 11 AT IR S &1 o1 TR |

e The Green Tug Transition Programme (GTTP) aims to generate a fleet of 100 eco-
friendly tugboats by 2040.
WA 1 ifor= YR (GTTP) &1 @67 2040 T 100 UATGRUI-3IH cITale] & 3T
IR AT

o “If the shipping requirement is mapped for the long term — at least 15 years from now
— then the shipbuilding ecosystem can develop accordingly,” he said.
3811 FT, “afe R sawgedr & e1iids — &1 A HH 3T 15 a6 — F fag
A fpar wme, ot Sterst Fmior aifRufaes) da St 3ruR e Rid 8 g 217

o He recalled how Japan’s efforts to encourage shipbuilding after the Second World
War brought prosperity to the country.
311 a1 foan % et 3y g & a1 wIuH & wig Ao &) Wieafed #a &
TR A ox § i o

e Today, three countries — China, Korea and Japan — together control 93% of the
world’s shipbuilding business.
3T o =T — A, i 3R SmuT — e fay & 93% sreret fmfor srawma
@1 e axa B

e On the other hand, India — with 1/6th of the world’s population and aspiring to be
the third largest economy — accounts for barely 0.5% of the global shipbuilding
business.
TR 3R, YRd — gf~am &t 1/6 Smard} & Ty 3R A e gt srfeqawy 7
B BTN @ U — Ay TeTer FAfur g &1 0T 0.5% B fewan @ 8|

e Several coastal states in India are now coming out with special policies covering
ancillary and skilling support, roads and rail infrastructure, and so on to meet
the country’s shipping requirements.
YRA & B3 g T 3§ WeTIP 9 PN GHYT, TSP 3R ¥ ST 31 H
HAR B arent A=y il a1 IR § dlfch o1 &1 Rt saxgeran g3t &t o 9 |

e States such as Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Gujarat are
pitching strongly

AT, HERTY, SIS U, NS 3R ToRTd SR I Holel  Uar R 36 &

| S&T 17/11/2025 |
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Surprise: reading a quantum clock
can cost more than keeping it ticking

Vasudevan Mukunth

ime for us is a constant,

relentlessly moving forward.

‘The ticking of a clock on the

wall, the steady march of
seconds on a digital display - they're such
familiar concepts that we rarel
consider the physical processes that
underpin them.

Atits heart, any clock is a physical
system that evolves in a predictable w
creating a record of the passage of time.
Scientists are now exploring what
timekeeping means at the smallest
possible scale, in the quantum realm, and
their findings could hone how physicists
think about the role of measurement in
timekeeping.

Astudy published in Physical Review
Letters on November 14 by researchers
from Austria, Italy, Ireland, Switzerland,
and the UK. delved into this world by
building and analysing a quantum clock.
‘The researchers reported a surprising
insight in their paper: that the energy cost
of simply looking at a clock to read the
time could exceed the energy required to
make the clock tick in the first place. This
discovery, if it's borne out in more
research, could have important
implications  for the future of
ultra-precise timekeeping with devices
like optical clocks as well as for the
development of quantum technologies
and scientists’ grasp of the laws that
govern the universe at its most
fundamental.

Shattered glass

Understanding the researchers’
motivation demands first appreciating an
important concept from physics call
entropy. Its often described

Aclock, byits:

ounter always increases, which aligns with our everyday experience that it ticks forward: the swinging of a pendulum or the vibrations of a
zv and produce entropy. driving the clock’s hands, but things are not so simple in the quantum world

y from future. Atomic clocks, like the Ytterbium lattice clock shown

here, can make that distinction with extreme precision, NisT

even when the quantum clockwork itself
isata standstil, the team figured.

‘The motivation for the new study was
10 experimentally test this idea. The team
aimed to build a quantum clock where

The interaction between a
quantum system and i
measurement device isn't just a
technical detail: it’s a central part
of the physics involved. The

ical

they could separately
entropy produced ty, the internal
clockwork and the entropy produced by

asa mc.hulc uI disorder. In [()rm.ll terms,
ntroj to the seconc

thermodynamics
isolated system, entropy alway

increase. This relentless increase is what
gives time its arrow, its direction of
evolution.

For example, a shattered pane of glass
has more entropy than one that's intact,
and we will never see the shards
spontaneously reassemble. It's this
principle of irreversible processes that
allows a clock to create a lasting record of
the past, disinguishing s from the fuure.
For all practical purposes, a
Conktes thiyd Increases which akgi
with our everyday experience that clocks
always tick “forward.”

At the macroscopic scale of our
everyday lives, this is straightforward.
‘The swinging of a pendulum o the
vibrations of a quartz crystal are
processes that consume energy and
produce entropy, driving the clock’s
hands forward. But in the quantum
world, things are not so simple. Quantum
systems are governed by probabilities and
can exhibit strange behaviours. The
amount of entropy produced by quantum
processes is generally orders of
magnitude lower than in classical

the apparatus. This would
allow the researchers to directly compare

ese two costs and determine which one
is more fundamental to the process of
timekeeping at the quantum scale. Such
an experiment would be the first to
explore the interplay between the
entropy produced by a microscopic
clockwork and its macroscopic
measurement apparatus.

o realise their quantum clock, the
scientists used a device called a double
quantum dot (DQD). Imagine two
minuscule human-made islands in a
semiconductor material, so small that
they can hold only one extra electron at a
time. These are quantum dots. (Their
inventors were rewarded with the Nobel
Prize for chemistry in 2023.)

By applying precise voltages, the
researchers could control the movement
of a single electron, causing it to tunnel
from a source onto the first dot, then to
the second dot, and finally off to a drain.
(The demonstration of quantum
tunnelling in a large circuit won the Nobel
Prize for physics in 2025.) This sequential
movement of an electron constituted a
single tick of the team’s clock.

Reading the time
The state of he DQD could be in one o[

processes. This can lead
where, due to random fluctuations, a
quantum clock might briefly tick
“backwan

“This presents a conceptual tension. A
clock, by its very definition, must be an
irreversible device that reliably
distinguishes past from future. How cana
quantum system, with its inherent
randomness and potential for backward
steps, function as a true clock?

Ticks of a quantum clock

‘The authors of the new study
hypothesised that the solution lies not
just in the clock’s internal mechanism, or
its clockwork, but in the process of
measurement itself. They proposed that
the act of extracting information from the
quantum system — Le. observing the ticks
o create a classical, readable record -
s alo produceentropy. This -cost o
observ ould be the missing piece
that enforces the forward flow of e,

three

on ither dot (which we'l callsate O, an
electron on the left dot (state L) or an
electron on the right dot (state R). A
forward tick is a full cycle, for instance
from states O to L to R and back to 0, as
the electron traversed the dots.

To “read” the time, the researchers
needed to know which state the DQD was
inat any given moment. They
accomplished this using a nearby charge
sensor — which was another quantum dot
whose electrical properties were sensitive
to the location of the electron in the DQD.
By measuring the current flowing through
this sensor, they could deduce whether

entropy produced by the
amplification and measurement
of a clock’s ticks is the most
important and fundamental
thermodynamic cost of

timekeeping at the quantum scale

technique. This allowed them to vary and
precisely measure the power dissipated,
and thus the entropy generated, by the
act of observation itself. By
simultaneously controlling the voltage
across the DQD, which dictated the
energy dissipated by the clock’s tick, they
could independently study the
thermodynamic costs of both the
clockwork and ‘reading the time’.

Source of irreversibility

The results of the experiment seemed
striking. The researchers first examined
the relationship between the clock’s
precision and the entropy produced by its
internal workings, i.e. the DQD. As
predicted by thermodynamic principles,
they found that a more precise c

one with more regular and
forward-moving ticks — required more
entropy. When the DQD was brought to
equilibrium, where forward and
backward ticks were equally likely, the
clockwork produced no net entropy, and
its ability to record the passage of time
vanish

the measurement device, allowed the
researchers to estimate the passage of
time.

Sure, in your house as well, reading
time from the device on the wall gives you
the time information that also makes the
device's identity a “clock.” But here’s
what's unique about the quantum clock:
the team interpreted their results as
evidence that in the DQD clock, the
dominant source of irreversibility needed
for timekeeping comes from the act of
observation, not from the clockwork
itself!

‘These findings also reinforce those
reported by a different group in 2023: that

reading the clock” is an invasive process
in quantum timekeeping that can’t be
taken for granted. The new study also
complicates and deepens the
understanding of precision reported in
the 2023 study by showing that the effect
of measurement isn't monolithic. Instead
of ‘reading the clock more often s beter’,
the new study seems to report a more
complex reality: the relationship between
measurement strength and precision
depends on the clockwork.

Physics of timekeeping
‘The study’s implications could be
far-reaching, touching on fundamental
physics, metrology (the science of
measurement), and the future of
quantum computing. Perhaps foremost, it
suggests that the oft-ignored interaction
between a quantum system and its
classical measurement device isn'tjust a
technical detail: it's a central part of the
physics involved. The entropy produced
by the amplification and measurement of
aclock’s ticks is the most important and
costof

However, the * more
clail ged when they

analysed the entropy cost of the
measurement process. They found that
the entropic cost of extracting the

at the quantum scale.

At least one implication is potentially
practical: current atomic clocks — which
are some of the most accurate

classical ticks from the quantum clock
was the dominant factor by an
astonishing nine orders of magnitude. In
other words, the energy dissipated to
simply find out what time it was dwarfed
the energy needed to make the clock tick,
by a factor of a billion.

“The team also showed that the
Id effectively

the DQD was in state 0, L or R. This
measurement process, however, wasn't
firee: it required energy and therefore
produced entropy.
used two different methods
sor: a direct-current (DC)
measurement and a more sophisticated
radio-frequency (RF) reflectometry

retrieve the information that makes the
device a clock. This was because even
when the internal clockwork was at
equilibrium, ie. producing no entropy,
the act of continuously monitoring th
DQD created an irreversible, classical
record of its state changes. This record,
generated at a significant entropic cost by

P
Pt
ot

9 \
A quantum dot is a crystal that often consists of just a few
thousand atoms. In terms of size, it has the same relationship
to a football as a football has to the size of the Earth

ed whose size of aclock.

JOHAN JARNESTADTHE ROYAL SWEDISH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

WaTg &1 Reple oI 5|
e Scientists are now exploring what timekeeping
means at the smallest possible scale, in the
quantum realm, and their findings could hone how phyS|C|sts think about the role of
measurement in timekeeping.
IS 3d quantum realm &, T BIC TR TR T AU ST 31 1 51 §, SHDT T
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devices in existence — could
be improved by designing more
thermodynamically efficient
measurement systems. That is, by
minimising the entropy cost of
observation, it may be possible to create
clocks that are even more precise.

‘The principles the new study has
explored are also not limited to clocks.
Any quantum computer will depend on
being able to precisely control and
‘measure quantum states. Understanding
the thermodynamic costs associated with
jon from a quantum
system is crucial for engineers to design
efficient and scalable quantum machines.
‘The authors’ approach feeds int
broader line of work on the energy cost of
quantum measurements, which may
eventually inform how engineers design
quantum computers.

Finally, some physicists interpret such
L uggesting that the clear,
unidirectional flow of time that we
experience may not be solely a property
of the microscopic world itself. Instead, it
could be a feature that emerges anew
from the process of extracting and
recording information on a macroscopic

In the classical proverb, a watched pot
never boils. In these quantum clock
experiments, the pot certainly boils, but
turning its bubbles into a reliable
stopwatch turns out to be costly.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

Surprise: reading a
quantum clock can cost
more than keeping it
ticking

3TYd: TP HicH IS HI
AT 39 e v o
e AT US APpar g

Quantum Time and
Quantum Clock Study
HicH T 3R HicH TSt
Jeqqq

) Time for us is a constant,
relentlessly moving forward.

T gER foN T RR T g, o
R M et Bt &

. The ticking of a clock on the
wall, the steady march of
seconds on a digital display —
they’re such familiar concepts
that we rarely stop to consider the
physical processes that underpin
them.

dldR R gS! Bl feh-few,
f&foca fe¥ W seconds &1
R yae — 3 T4 uRfd faaR §
% g0 Tme & et 37 s
gfsareft IR R axd § off 390
& SRR Bl 6|

. At its heart, any clock is a
physical system that evolves in a
predictable way, creating a record
of the passage of time.

Td ¥9 9, &1 i gt t Hifdw
WTFﬁ@?ﬂ%\?ﬁ predictable?lﬁ%
3 IR gl ¢ 3R 9 &
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%WQ%%", 3R 3% FehY T8 T GUR Thd & 1o THT AT H measurement 31 T YT
I

A study published in Physical Review Letters on November 14 by researchers from
Austria, Italy, Ireland, Switzerland, and the U.K . delved into this world by building and
analysmg a quantum clock.

14 9GER DI Physical Review Letters A UsIRg Austria, Italy, Ireland, Switzerland, 3R
U.K. & Typarel & g ﬁ@ quantum clock d-[hY 3R ISP ﬁ&ﬁw W‘s{q &hﬁ
g 1|
The researchers reported a surprising insight in their paper: that the energy cost of simply
looking at a clock to read the time could exceed the energy required to make the clock tick in
the first place.

MYHarst 3 Th dipM arell §1d Jd1s: US! Bl SHR JHY UgH II energy cost, TS! B tick
T & o AR FHolt o e g Favell 5
This discovery, if it's borne out in more research, could have important implications — for the
future of ultra-precise timekeeping with devices like optical clocks as well as for the
development of quantum technologies and scientists’ grasp of the laws that govern the
universe at its most fundamental.

Ig Wi, afe 3 & MY H TEY UTS STeht ©, <l optical clocks S STV & 1Y ultra-
precise timekeeping 3R quantum technologies & faerg quT ERIS & Aiferes fFadt &t
T TR Hg@quf YHTd STd Tbdl ¢ |

Shattered qlass
GCI B3 DI

Understanding the researchers’ motivation demands first appreciating an important concept
from physics called entropy.
MYHAI31 P IRUM BT FHIH & ol U8 entropy ATHS W%WW@@H@
T IR ¢ |
It's often colloquially described as a measure of disorder.
Y SRR AT S TU & w9 H afvfd 5z S g
In formal terms, entropy is linked to the second law of thermodynamics, which states that in
an isolated system, entropy always tends to increase.

09, QETCﬁ second law of thermodynamics B @@T% S FEdl § & isolated
system ﬁwmaﬁél
This relentless increase is what gives time its arrow, its direction of evolution.
Tt &t 78 PR 3G € TH &) ST arrow, STST I foxm &t 71
For example, a shattered pane of glass has more entropy than one that’s intact, and we will
never see the shards spontaneously reassemble.
Bﬂ%%qgm TCT §3MT i TP TIgd g & gor-T H Sfi YTt I9dT 8, 3R S9& ¢he
ag

It's this principle of irreversible processes that allows a clock to create a lasting record of
the past, distinguishing it from the future.

ufsrarall o1 g8! Rigid gt & 3t &1 Wil Rels a9 & e s g1
For all practical purposes, a clock’s counter always increases, which aligns with our everyday
experience that clocks always tick “forward.”

HARING T ¥, TS BT HIIcR §U Fgdl 7, S gAR 3IHT I Td Wl & & afsar ga=m smt
@1 3R Fadl |

At the macroscopic scale of our everyday lives, this is straightforward.

AR ¢f% Sifd9 & macroscopic TAM TR I8 T g

The swinging of a pendulum or the vibrations of a quartz crystal are processes that
consume energy and produce entropy, driving the clock’s hands forward.

pendulum T AT AT quartz crystal BT HUT 3ol f e oxd § 3R QETQ‘TﬁETW% o
TSt 3T Fgl g

But in the quantum world, things are not so simple.

AfpT quantum world H TS 3+t TR el &
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Quantum systems are govermned by probabilities and can exhibit strange behaviours.
wicH RIEH probabilities TR Iad 5 3R fafm R fowr g&d &1

The amount of entropy produced by quantum processes is generally orders of magnitude
lower than in classical processes.

HicH ufdarsi ¥ 3w QETCﬁ classical processes &t GNEL o §gd dH AR

This can lead to situations where, due to random fluctuations, a quantum clock might briefly
tick “backward.”

T8 U9 BTA1d § Tohd & od efadd SaR-IGId P HRUI HicH Ta! Uls & & forg
“backward” % R Tl 3|

This presents a conceptual tension.

Ig U daIRS d-1d TRd HRaT g |

A clock, by its very definition, must be an irreversible device that reliably distinguishes past
from future.

TSI, 3T URHTYT T, T irreversible SUHRUT 81T TNRT ST 37ciid 3R HiTw & 3R I |

How can a quantum system, with its inherent randomness and potential for backward steps,
function as a true clock?

?-ﬁqu%ntum system FTTH TEfSHdT 8 3R 1R OH & GHIEHT 8, T dRddd get oy &
Hhdl 8?2

T|cks of a ¥antum clock

The authors of the new study hypothesised that the solution lies not just in the clock’s internal
mechanism, or its clockwork, but in the process of measurement itself.
MyHafaft 3 AT b gHTe Fad gSt o1 HidRe Horelt A Tal, 9feh measurement ufdar &
i

They proposed that the act of extracting information from the quantum system — i.e.
observing the ticks to create a classical, readable record — must also produce entropy.

5 URdfad fasar fos sicH Ried § SHaR RdbTa-T—ar! ticks BT observe HRAT—Ht
LELIEHERS

This “cost of observation” could be the missing piece that enforces the forward flow of
time, even when the quantum clockwork itself is at a standstill, the team figured.

g “cost of observation” dg HRDH EBI g dl %‘ S T & forward flow I ﬁ&f@ﬂ DAl %’
U &1 SicH 93! &l o RR 8l

The motivation for the new study was to experimentally test this idea.

Y AU L BT I 39 [daR DT TS YRIE0T T |

The team aimed to build a quantum clock where they could separately measure the entropy
produced by the internal clockwork and the entropy produced by the measurement
apparatus.

e efw quantum clock I D[ A& 9T fS9H 3 internal clockwork 3fR measurement
apparatus gRT 3 QgTvtﬁ P 3IT-3THT HG b |

This would allow the researchers to directly compare these two costs and determine which
one is more fundamental to the process of timekeeping at the quantum scale.

SO SNYHAT 7 GHI ARTAT B! g B U 3R JH UTd b HicH TR IR I93-FeRor & fog
B 3D TAHI B |

Such an experiment would be the first to explore the interplay between the entropy produced
by a microscopic clockwork and its macroscopic measurement apparatus.

ﬁm TR tl'&ﬂ?ﬂ dR microscopic clockwork 3R macroscopic measurement apparatus &
S USTdt & Hae PT 37T Dl

To realise their quantum clock, the scientists used a device called a double quantum dot
(DQD).

3 HicH TSt B YIbR P & fo1T 371! 7 double quantum dot (DQD) TTHE ITHIU
D1 IUANRT faba |

Imagine two minuscule human-made islands in a semiconductor material, so small that they
can hold only one extra electron at a time.
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H B fb Y saex § &l BIe AHa-Ffd €iu €, S 5o gerr € fb 3 U IR § Fhadl T
electron Y9 W%I

These are quantum dots.

B quantum dots %I

(Their inventors were rewarded with the Nobel Prize for Chemistry 2023.)

EOD HITHRD! B TR AT T A RIBR 2023 Harl)

By applying precise voltages, the researchers could control the movement of a single
electron, causing it to tunnel from a source onto the first dot, then to the second dot, and
finally off to a drain.

Wmmmaﬁuﬁf single electron P! Tifa A B gopd ?), ﬁ:m@ras@?r@r
Ugd Sic dd, R gk Sic dd 3R 3fd # 99 d% tunnel HR I |

(The demonstration of quantum tunnelling in a large circuit won the Nobel Prize for
Physics 2025.)

(quantum tunnelling & EI@ gRuy § yezH &I Wifaet &1 Fiea YIEPIR 2025 ﬁl?ﬂl)

This sequential movement of an electron constituted a single tick of the team’s clock.

ZAaSH DI TG HIHD 1A <HH DI TSt BT Td single tick ST T

Reading the time
qHY YeHT

The state of the DQD could be in one of three configurations: no excess electron on either dot
(which we’ll call state 0), an electron on the left dot (state L) or an electron on the right dot
(state R).

DQD T AR d1H PIPIRIA H T 81 Gebdl| 5: bl 1 Sic W sifaRet saiaeiq Tl
(state 0), STU Sic UR ST (state L) 1 GIT SIe WX FaI I (state R)|

A forward tick is a full cycle, for instance from states 0 to L to R and back to 0, as the
electron traversed the dots.

TS forward tick T QX1 Tk BT 8, IalexUl & o 3/awimd 0 | L | R 3R 91Uy 0 d%, 5§
TAFeH ST ¥ 99 e 21

To “read” the time, the researchers needed to know which state the DQD was in at any given
moment.

Y DI “Ug & g, Mywdisnt & Ug ST 3mawaes U7 fob fHt +f &1 pQD forg sa=n &
Yl

They accomplished this using a nearby charge sensor — which was another quantum dot
whose electrical properties were sensitive to the location of the electron in the DQD.

3% I8 TH U & charge sensor @[ JUTGRT HRP bl — S T 3 quantum dot I,
forgept faqye fa=isié DQD H gelagF 1 fufd & ufd Haar=iia |

By measuring the current flowing through this sensor, they could deduce whether the DQD
was in state 0, L or R.

39 YR ¥ VaIed g aall current & A19aR, d I8 AUfRd & I&d 4 fb DQD state 0, L AT
RAEI

This measurement process, however, wasn’t free: it required energy and therefore produced
entropy.

eI, T8 AU Ufshan gud el ot 3TH energy @1 3TaRaddr gl At 3R ST entropy
I gt At

The team used two different methods to read the sensor: a direct-current (DC)
measurement and a more sophisticated radio-frequency (RF) reflectometry technique.

IH A W B Uga & T 3 b &1 STUNT fHaT: direct-current (DC) measurement 3R
3Hf¥eh IFd radio-frequency (RF) reflectometry technique |

This allowed them to vary and precisely measure the power dissipated, and thus the
entropy generated, by the act of observation itself.

T 30 adID DI UiehdT gRT Y §s power ﬁ?W'@"ﬁfentropyﬁWﬁ 3R TP =Y
AT o1 S et

By simultaneously controlling the voltage across the DQD, which dictated the energy
dissipated by the clock’s tick, they could independently study the thermodynamic costs of
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both the clockwork and ‘reqding the time’.

DQD R @R voltage ®! T &b, Sl clock o tick B Soll ! (HUTRA e T, 3
clockwork 3fR ‘reading the time’ G| @ YHISTIAIHG ANTd! BT W U 4 LT BT
b |

Source of irreversibility
CakiGH

e The results of the experiment seemed striking.
TRINT 3 RO A arat ol |

o The researchers first examined the relationship between the clock’s precision and the
entropy produced by its internal workings, i.e. the DQD.
MYHAr3ft 3 U8 clock & precision m 3fiaRe® Gf%ﬁ?f DQD, gRT 344 entropy
& dd ey BT g DI

e As predicted by thermodynamic principles, they found that a more precise clock — one
with more regular and forward -moving ticks — required more entropy.

SIUR, 38IH TR & Y precise clock, o/ fFafird 3R

forward-moving ticks g % Pl Gl'f\W entropy P 3MIRIHT BIalt %I

o When the DQD was brought to equilibrium, where forward and backward ticks were equally
likely, the clockwork produced no net entropy, and its ability to record the passage of time
vanished.

Sd DQD &I equilibrium A amn 4T, Giﬁforward 3R backward ticks THT ¥ I FHIId a),
ar clockworkefﬂﬁ?f net entropy 3d o] P, 3R gAY G0l B DI ITD! &HdT THI Bl TS|

o However, the researchers’ more remarkable claim emerged when they analysed the entropy
cost of the measurement process.

gTaifos, MUHdiar &I e ITRa-1g Gral a9 WHA 31T 9Id 381 measurement process
G| entropy cost &I fa=eryor foman |

e They found that the entropic cost of extracting the classical ticks from the quantum clock
was the dominant factor by an astonishing nine orders of magnitude.
38 ur quantum clock ¥ classical ticks f@Tem 31 entropic cost MRS Y
nine orders of magnitude d& YHQ i

¢ In other words, the energy dissipated to simply find out what time it was dwarfed the energy
needed to make the clock tick, by a factor of a billion.
TR Tl 7, Ryt a8 I B 1o w9 a1 8, T g8 3o, clock @1 tick B & oY STavadh
3ol ¥ T billion AT 31 |

e The team also showed that the measurement process could effectively retrieve the
information that makes the device a clock.
& = g ot fg@mn & A= ufshar 39 TFERT &1 THTaT & 3 GH: UTed $R bl § il SUdHR0I
@I clock ST %‘I

e This was because even when the internal clockwork was at equilibrium, i.e. producing no
entropy, the act of continuously monitoring the DQD created an irreversible, classical
record of its state changes.
U1 STfAY T 1P S clockwork equilibrium & UT 3R $18 entropy I &1 &R 8T UT, 9
1 DQD &t R TR 3 IUDT 3faRT3ft &1 irreversible, classical record S f&@T|

e This record, generated at a significant entropic cost, allowed the researchers to estimate the
passage of time.
Tg Rapre, S 7eayul entropic cost TR &1, MU Bl THT & did- BT M A |
G&H dA1dT Ul

e Sure, in your house as well, reading time from the device on the wall gives you the time
information that also makes the device’s identity a “clock.”
3 T 9, amus WA ff faR R T IuHR0 F T UG 3UD! dal THSRT ol § ol 39
UFHRT BT “clock” B UgAH &all & |

e But here’s what’s unique about the quantum clock: the team interpreted their results as
evidence that in the DQD clock, the dominant source of irreversibility needed for
timekeeping comes from the act of observation, not from the clockwork itself!
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AT quantum clock 1 faRSdr g &: EH 3 310 uRumHY &t e 59 %0 § &t fb DQD
clock W WY ST TG o o1 e irreversibility BT T A Jaaten- $i fpar g, 7 &
¥dY clockwork!

These findings also reinforce those reported by a different group in 2023: that “reading the
clock” is an invasive process in quantum timekeeping that can’t be taken for granted.

3 fpt 2023 T TP 3= G gRT RO P18 o1al &1 it Tofgd R &: 7 “clock &1 U@
quantum timekeeping T Ud invasive ufdean % o Bﬁ T el foran <1 9l

The new study also complicates and deepens the understanding of precision reported in the
2023 study by showing that the effect of measurement isn’t monolithic.

s T8l gg Yi faarar precision &t THS (ST 2023 study H a3 s ) Bl 3R S iR
TERT ST § b A0 &1 UHTd Ueh-a1 81 gl

Instead of ‘reading the clock more often is better’, the new study seems to report a more
complex reality: the relationship between measurement strength and precision depends on
the clockwork.

‘clock Y 3P TR T IgR & F T9g, 718 ol 3P wied IRAfddar B 3R Habd
HR! 8: measurement strength 3R precision & o1 GeY clockwork TR AR & %I

Physics of timekeeping
HHY HIYA BT

The study’s implications could be far-reaching, touching on fundamental physics, metrology

(the science of measurement), and the future of quantum computing.

3T & GHII far-reaching, fundamental physics, metrology (science of
measurement), 3R quantum computing ¥ future B Bl qohd %I
Perhaps foremost, it suggests that the oft-ignored interaction between a quantum system and
its classical measurement device isn’t just a technical detail: it's a central part of the physics
involved.

RMMAq foremost, Uz YATd Targ fo quantum system 3R classical measurement device &
T SRR ToR 3N P S dTelt interaction Had U technical detall :lngf%r g physics &1
central part %I
The entropy produced by the amplification and measurement of a clock’s ticks is the most
important and fundamental thermodynamic cost of timekeeping at the quantum scale.

Amplification 3R measurement ¥ clock’s ticks gRT 34T entropy, quantum scale WX
timekeeping CARIER important 3R fundamental thermodynamic cost %I
At least one implication is potentially practical: current atomic clocks — which are some of the
most accurate timekeeping devices in existence — could be improved by designing more
thermodynamically efficient measurement systems.

HHY HH Udh implication practical %’: I atomic clocks — ST T&d accurate timekeeping
%evices % — @l thermodynamically efficient measurement systems S-Ih JURT Sl Hhdl

I

That is, by minimising the entropy cost of observation, it may be possible to create clocks that
are even more precise.

G{Qﬁﬁ, entropy cost B! minimize & 3R precise clocks ST HHd gl W%I
The principles the new study has explored are also not limited to clocks.

Y AU HAHY gIRT explore fhu Ty principles $ad clocks d® HITHd Tel %I
Any quantum computer will depend on being able to precisely control and measure quantum
states.

ﬁ's‘ aff quantum computer quantum states DI precisely control 3R measure I R AR
AT
Understanding the thermodynamic costs associated with extracting information from a
quantum system is crucial for engineers to design efficient and scalable quantum machines.

Quantum system ¥ information extract ®X- @1 thermodynamic costs CIRICEL engineers
& foTT efficient 3R scalable quantum machines SSIER! P H crucial %I

The authors’ approach feeds into a broader line of work on the energy cost of quantum
measurements, which may eventually inform how engineers design quantum computers.
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qGDH] BT approach energy cost of quantum measurements UR UH FE U IR ol %‘
S ufasg o quantum computers P engineering 3! AYiRa a= Jwar %I

Finally, some physicists interpret such results as suggesting that the clear, unidirectional flow
of time that we experience may not be solely a property of the microscopic world itself.

3{dd:, P physicists Hed & [P GHART clear, unidirectional flow of time XITdq microscopic
world ?ﬁ 30T property Tl %

Instead, it could be a feature that emerges anew from the process of extracting and recording
information on a macroscopic scale.

sfep, g extracting 3R recording information Gl macroscopic process T IR arelt
feature B Toball %I

In the classical proverb, a watched pot never boils.

classical proverb & HJUR, watched pot never boils |

In these quantum clock experiments, the pot certainly boils, but turning its bubbles into a
reliable stopwatch turns out to be costly.

%1 quantum clock experiments ﬁ, pot fAf8d ¥ I boils EﬁFIT % Wfdh- IUH! bubbles I
reliable s topwatch & §GaT costly I1fad gial gl
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Astronomers
spot coronal
mass ejection
on another star

for first time
SN

stronomers have said they have
A detected a powerful storm on a

star other than our sun for the
first time, discovering an explosion so
violent it could have stripped away the
atmosphere of any planets unlucky
enough to be nearby.

Solar storms on the sun sometimes
shoot out huge eruptions known as
coronal mass ejections, which can disrupt
satellites when they arrive at the earth,
and create colourful auroras that dance
across the sky.

In fact, a particularly powerful solar
storm caused auroras as far south as the
U.S. city of Tennessee on November 12,
according to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration. Auroras
were also visible in the skies above New
Zealand, images showed, with more
expected into Wednesday night.

However, observing such a storm on a
distant star had proven difficult for
astronomers.

New research, published in the journal
Nature has now revealed that an
international team of researchers has
finally achieved the feat.

The discovery used data from a
European network of telescopes called
LOFAR.

The team of astronomers has been
using LOFAR since 2016 to detect the
most extreme and violent events in the
universe — such as black holes — which
emit relatively stable radio signals over
time.

"We always have stars in the telescope's
field of view but generally we're not
interested in them," Cyril Tasse, a Paris
Observatory astronomer and the study's
co-author, said.

satellites &I SYd

auroras 3d Hd %I

This field opens up perspectives
on how the magneitic activity of
stars influences the habitability

of planets that surround them

However, the researchers have set up a
data processing system that also records
what is going on with the stars behind the
behemoths they are chasing. In 2022, the
team decided to find out "what had been
caught in this net", Mr. Tasse said.

They found that there was a huge
explosion which only lasted a minute on
May 16, 2016. It came from a red dwarf
star called StKM 1-1262 more than 133 light
years away. The team then determined it
was a coronal mass ejection.

"It's the first time we have detected
one" on a star other than our own, Mr.
Tasse said.

But this coronal mass ejection was "at
least 10,000 times more violent than
known solar storms" on the sun, he
added.

Atmosphere killers

The discovery could have an impact on
the search for planets beyond our solar
system that have the potential to host life.

Red dwarfs, which have a mass of
between 10% and 50% that of our sun,
have proven to be the most likely stars in
the universe to host planets that are
roughly the size of the earth.

"The first radio detection inaugurates a
new era for space weather applied to
other star systems," said Philippe Zarka,
research director at the Paris Observatory
and a study co-author. "This emerging
field opens up major perspectives for how
the magnetic activity of stars influences
the habitability of the planets that
surround them."

Mr. Tasse said that it appears that red
dwarf stars have "much more erratic and
violent" behaviour than the sun.

"The implication is that these stars can
be rather inhospitable when it comes to
life and exoplanets,” because they have
storms so powerful they could destroy the
atmospheres of planets nearby, he added.

Astronomers spot
coronal mass ejection
on another star for
first time

@afagl 3 ugdl IR
fosft SR AR W
DRI AT FoiaRH
1))

Astronomers detect
violent storm on distant
star

Al 7 @R AR R
WHoT T ST TaT T

eAstronomers have said they
have detected a powerful
storm on a star other than our
sun for the first time,
discovering an explosion so
violent it could have stripped
away the atmosphere of any
planets unlucky enough to be
nearby.

Teaet 3 e 8 b 3
Ugall IR 891K sun & 3{cTal
fpdt IR WIS powerful
storm & Udl &Y % 3R
2dHI violent explosion ECI || %
f% a8 U Aieg faseht oft 718
[ atmosphere B gehdl
Tl
eSolar storms on the sun
sometimes shoot out huge
eruptions known as coronal
mass ejections, which can
disrupt satellites when they
arrive at the earth, and create
colourful auroras that dance
across the sky.

Solar storms &-F
coronal mass ejections

T fae fawpie v €,
S gedt 9 Ugad W
Wﬂﬁ%\’:ﬁ?skyﬁ

o In fact, a particularly powerful solar storm caused auroras as far south as the U.S. city of
Tennessee on November 12, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration.

Wﬁ', Th 3hd fFdTelt solar storm = 12 November & Tennessee (U.S.) do auroras
I fpu, S o NOAA A Tl

e Auroras were also visible in the skies above New Zealand, images showed, with more

expected into Wednesday night.
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However, observing such a storm on a distant star
had proven difficult for astronomers.

gTdifep, fddt distant star TR THT storm <@
Tiafael & o Hie- Tifad g Tl

New research, published in the journal Nature has
now revealed that an international team of
researchers has finally achieved the feat.

T MY, ST Nature H UHIRId g3, A Uahe foar foh
SaRgia AF A Sfda: g Sudi gIIe PR ol 5
The discovery used data from a European network of
telescopes called LOFAR.

< Wil # LOFAR A& European telescope
network & ST BT IUANT fovar T |

The team of astronomers has been using LOFAR since 2016 to detect the most extreme and
violent events in the universe — such as black holes — which emit relatively stable radio
signals over time.

| Bt 19 2016 T LOFAR &1 IUUNT extreme 3R violent cosmic events (@ﬁ black
holes) &1 Udl & & faw HR &1 8, o fRRR radio signals Iaffa sa gl

"We always have stars in the telescope's field of view but generally we're not interested in
them," Cyril Tasse, a Paris Observatory astronomer and the study's co-author, said.

E"'JZHB\y telescope ?ﬁ field of view & BﬁTZH stars Eﬁﬁ % ifp BH HHId: ITH S TRl ﬁﬁ
Cyril Tasse (Paris Observatory) = el

However, the researchers have set up a data processing system that also records what is
going on with the stars behind the behemoths they are chasing.

gIaliteh, TMedmarstt 3 Udh data processing system R fopar ot 39 Gl@ cosmic behemoths &
S & stars ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁmﬂﬁ%&‘m%

In 2022, the team decided to find out "what had been caught in this net", Mr. Tasse said.
2022 7, A 3 Fofa foran R < e & o T 2, 9T {6 M. Tasse 3 &gl

They found that there was a huge explosion which only lasted a minute on May 16, 2016.
I8 U fh 16 May 2016 P dad U minute I Ia- aTdl T huge explosion UT|

It came from a red dwarf star called StKM 1-1262 more than 133 light years away.

Tg StKM 1-1262 -TH® red dwarf star I 31T 4T, S 133 light years X 3|

The team then determined it was a coronal mass ejection.

A A ey Py foean g Udh coronal mass ejection YTl

"It's the first time we have detected one" on a star other than our own, Mr. Tasse said.
"W‘E’Eﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁigﬂe[ 30 sun & 3@l fat starWﬁﬂTqTEIT%," Mr. Tasse eTWTI
But this coronal mass ejection was "at least 10,000 times more violent than known solar
storms" on the sun, he added.

difdb T8 coronal mass ejection sun @& known solar storms @1 NSEL o "9 d HH 10,000 RG]
violent" U1, 3814 SIS

Atmosphere killers

qHSE Y B ard

The discovery could have an impact on the search for planets beyond our solar system that
have the potential to host life.

Tg WIS 3 exoplanets & @IS TR YHIT STd Tahdl! & fH life-hosting potential B |

Red dwarfs, which have a mass of between 10% and 50% that of our sun, have proven to be
the most likely stars in the universe to host planets that are roughly the size of the earth.

Red dwarfs, fSHPT mass TsTlﬁ sun & 10%-50% & S Eﬂ?ﬂ% earth-sized planets BT host
P & Y universe & T likely stars gl

"The first radio detection inaugurates a new era for space weather applied to other star
systems," said Philippe Zarka, research director at the Paris Observatory and a study co-
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author.

"8 Ugdll radio detection space weather &4 & oI Teh AU g Edl L2 31d 8" Philippe
Zarka = &gl

"This emerging field opens up major perspectives for how the magnetic activity of stars
influences the habitability of the planets that surround them."

"Yg IHRdI g 3T field a1 8 b stars o magnetic activity 3+ planets ®1 habitability Cal
P gUIId PRt 1"

Mr. Tasse said that it appears that red dwarf stars have "much more erratic and violent"
behaviour than the sun.

Mr. Tasse 7 @8l % red dwarf stars @1 TAER sun &1 @E’Fﬂﬁ "B AP erratic 3R
violent" Tdiid BIdl %I

"The implication is that these stars can be rather inhospitable when it comes to life and
exoplanets," because they have storms so powerful they could destroy the atmospheres of
planets nearby, he added.

"D W% & 3 stars life 3R exoplanets & ﬁﬂ! inhospitable Eﬁ W?T%," Fife W

storms s_clef powerful ?Iﬁ % f& gg o™ & planets ®T atmosphere ¥ HY qohd % B'_Eﬁe[ Dol
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Swing, but do not miss

India’s battle against tuberculosis will
need renewed vigour:

Tuberculosis Report 2025 was a mixed
bag for India. While the tuberculosis (TB)
incidence had the highest decline rate, globally,
by 21% from 237 per lakh population in 2015 to
187 per lakh population in 2024, India remains
among the countries with the highest rates of TB,
bearing 25% of the world’s burden. This also
means that India recorded the maximum num-
ber of cases of TB in 2024. Within the country, Ut-
tar Pradesh has the highest number of cases, fol-
lowed by Maharashtra, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh. Delhi has the highest TB infection pre-
valence rate, though its actual case numbers are
not that high. As far as multidrug-resistant TB
(MDR-TB) is concerned, the scenario seems quite
challenging. India, as per the report, also record-
ed the highest number of drug-resistant TB cases
in 2024 — accounting for 32% of global MDR-TB-
and rifampicin-resistant (RR-TB) cases. With a
treatment success rate for new and treated cases
hovering at 90%, and at 77% for MDR-/RR-TB cas-
es started on second line treatment, the saga of
the mixed bag continues. India’s TB mortality
rate dropped from 28 deaths per one lakh popu-
lation in 2015 to 21 deaths per one lakh popula-
tion in 2024. Despite this improvement, the fi-
gure is still over three times higher than the
government’s elimination target.

India has missed the target it set for itself, hav-
ing advanced for itself the aim to eliminate TB —
by 2025, five years before the global target of
2030. While incremental gains have not shored
up to a dramatic result, this indeed has meant
several million lives saved over the years. In this
then, there is hope for a successful TB control
programme in a country that has been battling
TB for decades. Among the factors that have con-
tributed to the gains include: harnessing ad-
vanced technologies, including Al and newer
tools for molecular diagnosis and rapid detection
of infection and resistance, facilitating better nu-
trition to prevent TB in susceptible populations, a
scheme tailored to address drug-resistant forms
of TB and the introduction of newer therapies
(including BPaLM). The National TB Elimination
Programme has set itself on a progressive path
for the future, but unless crucial issues such as
gaps in diagnosis (particularly in rural areas), tak-
ing care of stark socio-economic disparities and
the high MDR-/RR-TB case burden, frequent drug
shortages and looming malnutrition, are ad-
dressed with vigour, Indian efforts will continue
to stay in the realm of swing and miss.

Swing, but do not miss

a3, dfe g =8

Global Tuberculosis Report 2025 — India
2025 — YRd

e The World Health Organization’s Global Tuberculosis Report
2025 was a mixed bag for India.

T3y W W1 B TAed cgeRGAY KUl 2025 YR &
for ffdya &t

o While the tuberculosis (TB) incidence had the highest decline
rate, globally, by 21% from 237 per lakh population in 2015
to 187 per lakh population in 2024, India remains among the
countries with the highest rates of TB, bearing 25% of the
world’s burden.

S TB &1 g1t 7 affd TR | 21% &1 a9 31 fiRmae
3T — 2015 # 237 ufd AR T 2024 H 187 ufd @@ — YRd
31+t +ff 25% AP ST I31d gU IR A o= H vt B

¢ This also means that India recorded the maximum number
of cases of TB in 2024.

391 31 Tg ot | fb YRA 7 2024 A TB & Ta& 34f¥re Arval
D Gt [T |

o Within the country, Uttar Pradesh has the highest number of

cases, followed by Maharashtra, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh.

R T I IRV TN 31 A 7, I 916 ey, faR
3R A S A 5

¢ Delhi has the highest TB infection prevalence rate, though its
actual case numbers are not that high.

feeeht © TB TohHUr Y ATUH AT T S g, BIetifcs aRdidd
A B ST a1 31fAF el 5

¢ As far as multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-TB) is concerned,
the scenario seems quite challenging.

MDR-TB &1 &d & ot fRUfY STt Tidiguf fowrs et 21

¢ India, as per the report, also recorded the highest number
of drug-resistant TB cases in 2024 — accounting for 32% of
global MDR-TB and RR-TB cases.

RO & SR, YRd = 2024 ® gar-afekidt TB & I Siftrs

HIHA ol [T — St 3% MDR-TB d RR-TB T 32% ¢ |

e With a treatment success rate for new and treated cases hovering at 90%, and at 77% for
MDR-/RR-TB cases started on second line treatment, the saga of the mixed bag continues.
T 3R IR ATl & oIt IR AHAAT &R 90% & U g, IR MDR-/RR-TB A &
<3} ufRT STER & 77%, forat fafda fufd sRa=R 3|

¢ India’s TB mortality rate dropped from 28 deaths per one lakh population in 2015 to 21
deaths per one lakh population in 2024.
YRA 31 TB Jog X 2015 W 28 Uy oG I Tear 2024 H 21 wfd ara 81 7S 31

o Despite this improvement, the figure is still over three times higher than the government’s

elimination target.

T YUR & Sao[g, T8 WAT WRBR & I &g I oI AT | 3R 3|
¢ India has missed the target it set for itself, having advanced for itself the aim to eliminate TB
— by 2025, five years before the global target of 2030.

YRA 3T 9&T 9 1 §, Forem

RECIRCIN

TeT 2030 ¥ UTd I8 UgA 2025 A% TB ST &1 d&d
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While incremental gains have not shored up to a dramatic result, this indeed has meant
several million lives saved over the years.

UG YURI A ATcH g gRomd Ot a1 iGU, TR 399 aul & IRal sia $ia=d 99 ¢ |

In this then, there is hope for a successful TB control programme in a country that has been
battling TB for decades.

T <! I TB | 7S | W A T T8 0 srfey 3 3w e 3t 1

Among the factors that have contributed to the gains include: harnessing advanced
technologies, including Al and newer tools for molecular diagnosis and rapid detection of
infection and resistance, facilitating better nutrition to prevent TB in susceptible populations,
a scheme tailored to address drug-resistant forms of TB and the introduction of newer
therapies (including BPaLM).

T JUATRIT & HRBI U M : IAd db-1dp] BT ITANT S Al, molecular diagnosis,
HhHU qYT YR BT @Rd UgaH, HaaT=iTe Sean H dgcR rguT, ar-ufcrid TB & ferg
a2y I, TR BPaLM SRRt 78 IUdR faftrdt &t el

The National TB Elimination Programme has set itself on a progressive path for the future, but
unless crucial issues such as gaps in diagnosis (particularly in rural areas), taking care of
stark socio-economic disparities and the high MDR-/RR-TB case burden, frequent drug
shortages and looming malnutrition, are addressed with vigour, Indian efforts will continue
to stay in the realm of swing and miss.

RIS TB I PrishH 3 Hid®r & forg wfaiier Arf suAran 8, <ife Sie deb diagnosis
gaps ([aRwe= arftor &t ), IrTfores-snfie SAman, 3 MDR-/RR-TB a3, SR-aR 81
dTel drug shortages, 3R §Gd PUITUT I AoTgd R o HalTId ol fbaT SI1dT, T6 ddb URd
& T 3R BT G|
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How is the global precision
medicine market shaping up?

How can non-communicable diseases be prevented by using precision biotherapeutics?

Shambhavi Naik

The story so far:
everal medical treatments,
particularly for genetic ailments,
rely on symptomatic
management instead of
correcting the causative issue. Precision
biotherapeutics brings together genetic
science, molecular biology, and data
analytics to design therapies that identify
and rectify the cause of illness.

‘What are precision biotherapeutics?
Precision biotherapeutics refers to
medical interventions that are designed
and optimised based on a patient’s
unique genetic, molecular, or cellular
profile. The field draws on multiple
cutting-edge technologies such as
genomic and proteomic analysis —
decoding a person’s genetic and protein
signatures to identify mutations or
dysfunctions causing the disease; gene
editing therapies — directly modifying
genes to correct underlying problems (for
example, CRISPR-based treatments for

blood disorders); mRNA and nucleic acid
therapeutics —using RNA molecules to
instruct cells to produce specific proteins
or suppress harmful ones; monoclonal
antibodies and biologics —
laboratory-engineered molecules that
bind to precise disease targets, such as
cancer cells or viral protein; and Al-driven
drug discovery which involves leveraging
big data and machine learning to predict
how molecules interact within the body.

Why does India need it?
Non-communicable diseases such as
diabetes, cardiovascular illness, and
cancers account for nearly 65% of deaths
in the country. At the same time, the
genetic diversity of India’s population
makes it one of the most complex testing
grounds for new therapies. Sometimes,
pharmaceuticals made and tested in
foreign countries might not work
effectively in the Indian context. By
leveraging India’s growing genomic
research base, such as the IndiGen
programme and Genomelndia,
treatments could be customised for local

genetic profiles. Moreover, precision
biotherapeutics also holds the promise of
shifting care to predictive, preventive, and
personalised models.

Where does India stand today?

The Department of Biotechnology has
identified precision biotherapeutics as
one of the six focus areas under the
Biotechnology for Economy,
Environment, and Employment policy.
Indian research institutions such as the
Institute of Genomics and Integrative
Biology, the National Institute of
Biomedical Genomics, and the
Translational Health Science and
Technology Institute are leading efforts to
map genetic diversity and disease
susceptibility across populations. In the
private sector, several biopharma
companies are exploring precision
therapies. For example, Biocon Biologics
and Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories are
investing in biosimilars and monoclonal
antibodies. Other companies exploring
precision biotherapeutics include
Immuneel Therapeutics, focused on

immuno-oncology; Bugworks Research,
developing novel antibiotics; Akrivia
Biosciences, providing precision
diagnostics for cancer; miBiome
Therapeutics, working on patient-centric
healthcare solutions; 4baseCare, a
precision oncology firm with Al tools; and
ImmunoACT, the first Indian company to
bring CAR-T technology to India.

However, challenges persist. India
lacks a clear regulatory framework for the
different technologies that form the basis
of gene and cell therapies. Most
guidelines limit the use of emerging
technologies for therapeutic purposes,
but the scope of therapy is not defined.
Further, there is limited local
manufacturing capacity for biologics and
advanced therapies. The cost of precision
drugs also remains prohibitive, restricting
access to affluent urban patients.

‘What are India’s opportunities?
India’s own opportunities in precision
biotherapeutics are vast. On the economy
front, the global precision medicine
market is projected to exceed $22 billion
by 2027. India’s skilled workforce, data
analytics strength, and cost advantage
position it as a potential hub for
affordable precision therapies.

Yet ethical and privacy concerns
around genetic data remain unresolved.
Without strict data protection and
consent frameworks, genomic
information could be misused.

Shambhavi Naik is chairperson at
Takshashila Institution’s Health & Life
Sciences Policy.

How is the global precision medicine market shaping up?
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Precision biotherapeutics
refers to medical interventions
that are designed and
optimised based on a patient’s
unique genetic, molecular, or
cellular profile.

A d

0On the economy front, the
global precision medicine
market is projected to exceed
$22 billion by 2027.

A d

Sometimes, pharmaceuticals
made and tested in foreign
countries might not work
effectively in the Indian
context. By leveraging India's
growing genomic research
base, such as the IndiGen
programme and Genomelndia,
treatments could be
customised for local genetic
profiles.

o Several medical treatments, particularly for genetic ailments, rely on symptomatic
management instead of correcting the causative issue.

WW%W,EMW@WW&W%WWW@MW
|

TR, faRiy =u &

o Precision biotherapeutics brings together genetic science, molecular biology, and data
analytics to design theraples that identify and rectify the cause of illness.

fagm, surfae SirafagmE, ik ST TAIffea & T I AdT g

CI0)

What are precision biotherapeutics?

R SR e Fa1 57

RgfeT
3 Nt I SO HA & e S AR F HRO Bt ugaH 3R UR B g

e Precision biotherapeutics refers to medical interventions that are designed and

based on a patient’s unique genetic, molecular, or cellular profile.

optimised
amﬂgqﬁw

3 faferciia gxaal & Yeftia &= 7 S It & sifgda sngafie, smuifaw, o1 Hiflketa
WHTSd & YR IR S8 SR srfgmferd o od §

e The field draws on multiple cutting-edge technologies such as genomic and proteomic
analysis — decoding a person’s genetic and protein signatures to identify mutations or

dysfunctions causing the disease; dg &

3R Mifesnfye fawayor

HRA I TSR 1 Y DI GgdH AT,

o gene editing therapies — directly modifying genes to correct underlying problems (for

example, CRISPR-based treatments for blood disorders); Gﬂ?Q’%ﬁ"T

13T DI B B & g A S FRNTEIT FHAT (SRR o g, mﬁwﬁr%m

CRISPR-3TUTRT SUAR);
¢ mRNA and nucleic acid therapeutics —using RNA molecules to instruct cells to produce

specific proteins or suppress harmful ones; mRNA 3R

o,

s —RNA
T[T BT ITANT HRob HIABTSHT D TARTE W IS T3 A1 GIHRSD DI G BT G

AHB W SR & SN SRS
—w%r%aﬁa&wsﬁ?mﬁqmma%%ﬁgmmﬁa
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monoclonal antibodies and biologics — laboratory-engineered molecules that bind to
precise disease targets, such as cancer cells or viral protein; mﬁt{m 3R
g@%ﬁ;ﬁ—m@ﬂﬁw 3 S G T A&, S HIR BB I7 I/ N

q
and Al-driven drug discovery which involves leveraging big data and machine learning to
predict how molecules interact within the body. 3R Al-HTferd qdl e ooy faer sar 3‘%?
%ﬁwwmwmmwﬁa%ﬁﬁ 31U] TRR & 3R H8 RER fopa

I

Why does India need it?
YRA I gD ATIRIDH T FI 82

Non-communicable diseases such as diabetes, cardiovascular illness, and cancers

account for nearly 65% of deaths in the country. ﬁ? s} [T S nqﬁ's' Tad 3T, 3R HAR

=T AU 65% Hid b fod FoTHER &

At the same time, the genetic diversity of India’s population makes it one of the most

complex testing grounds for new therapies. HIY HR G EIREICIFED] &Hﬂﬂﬁﬁ? fafaear 30

5 N & T @ Sfed e widl # 3 e st 5

Sometimes, pharmaceuticals made and tested in foreign countries might not work effectively

in the Indian context. & -, fac=h < & a7 ok wiiféa wHRgew e URdg e &

YHTAT 71 D T8l P Fobd |

By leveraging India’s growing genomic research base, such as the IndiGen programme

and Genomelndia, treatments could be customised for local genetic profiles. YRA &

SR Rad 99, S $Eto srisw SR SiFwEfEan, &1 ay I3 SUaR ®IFY

TIERIS WHTSd & T SR fbu o gad &1

Moreover, precision biotherapeutics also holds the promlse of shifting care to predictive,

preventive, and personallsed models. SHb SfATaT, RS QQ‘UIEH’H ST Dl
fraR®, 3R dufdaepd Aisa o gean &1 arer off F=ar g1

Where does India stand today?

YR 3Tl Hgl TSl 82

The Department of Biotechnology has identified precision biotherapeutics as one of
the six focus areas under the Biotechnology for Economy, Environment, and
Employment policy. St Wit faunt = afkem srdywfess o1 sidferawr, wafaror
3R ASATR 3 ForT St TR 1 3 ded B8 Piod a1 § 9 0P & & 3 Tgar |

Indian research institutions such as the Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology,
the National Institute of Biomedical Genomics, and the Translational Health Science
and Technology Institute are leading efforts to map genetic diversity and disease

susceptlblllty across populations. W?ﬁﬂwaﬁﬁﬁw &ﬁ'\’ sﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁ
SIHIART TR, 3R TTARFd god TS TS eatarsit
?ﬁﬂﬂ:@ﬂ@ﬁﬁ e fafaera @TWW@W@%W%WWWW

In the private sector, several biopharma companies are exploring precision therapies.
el el & % el Sufanies R 3 I R w5

For example, Biocon Biologics and Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories are investing in biosimilars
and monoclonal antibodies. 3algxUl %%‘Q EIRICIE RGN ER] GﬁTST. Q@W

AR earaifterf ok MHa—a Tdarst & g #r I 7

Other companies exploring precision biotherapeutics include Inmuneel Therapeutics,

focused on immuno-oncology; AR ?R'll]ﬁ?\‘l DI Gl HRA dTelt 3 HUHar M
¥ srgita Regfew, S gRE-Sif-piaren R Hfod 2;
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Bugworks Research, developing novel antibiotics; E‘Tﬂﬁﬁ'\qif, ﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁﬁ famfa
FRIEI

Akrivia Biosciences, providing precision diagnostics for cancer; Srfepfaar E’I’*ﬂﬂ'@\_ﬂ
FER P fory URT ST UeH FR I &;

miBiome Therapeutics, working on patient-centric healthcare solutions; FTIEETCﬁTr
Nogfeas, Af-SiEa w@rea quIHH | HH B T e

4baseCare, a precision oncology firm with Al tools; 43?%&?, Al g qrelt Uh e
JT=praret BH;

and ImmunoACT, the first Indian company to bring CAR-T technology to India. 3R
SHFAITGE, CAR-T THHIP &I HIRA A alell Ugell HIR HU |

However, challenges persist. E-!Tana'T T-ﬁﬁITIT Ll E—ic %I

India lacks a clear regulatory framework for the different technologies that form the basis of

gene and cell therapies. YRA & S 3R I AR & 3R 71 aﬁﬁﬁmaﬁﬁ%ﬁ

Wy e g & HHl g

Most guidelines limit the use of emerging technologies for therapeutic purposes, but the

scope of therapy is not defined. HfYHT AR IURAL dPp-Tepl & fafboiig ITIRT oI

it B 8, AT Weft 1 Ry aRuifda e 31

Further, there is limited local manufacturing capacity for biologics and advanced

therapies. 3% 37QTdT, ITATATERT 3R 39 AT & fore Hiftra wur=irg fafawior argar g1

The cost of precision drugs also remains prohibitive, restnctmg access to affluent urban

%?%%n;ggmweﬁaﬁam ft fFuTeres 51 83 8, S Ugd & 9 Xest Al a%
|

What are India’s opportunities?

YR & 3aH FT 82

India’s own opportunities in precision biotherapeutics are vast. aﬁﬂ?wmﬁ
YRA & 3T AR A g

On the economy front, the global precision medicine market is projected to exceed $22

billion by 2027. SrRfcTaRAT & T TR, afe e ARRI TR % 2027 7 $22 Rk
J 31fF BN HT STAA B

India’s skilled workforce, data analytics strength, and cost advantage position it as a
potential hub for affordable precision therapies. HRd &Il

qTPd, 3R AT 1Y 33 Rewrad SRier AW 3 R Guidd g % w4 & R $¥ar 2|
Yet ethical and privacy concerns around genetic data remain unresolved. fip it
ATIARIF ST DI ABR Afde AR TMU=gar fiang srgers o g5 o |

Without strict data protection and consent frameworks, genomic information could be

misused. T JeT TGO 3 TEaT &7 % f3+1T, SI-HD SIS BT gouaNT &) T 21
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India to spruce up mechanisms
for accessing climate finance

A new ‘country platform’ is expected to help India tap Green Climate Fund resources more easily; the fund has faced

criticism from developing countries for its complex disbursal procedures and lack of technical support to avail it

Jacob Koshy
BELEM, BRAZIL

countries and a re-

gional alliance of Afri-
can countries that an-
nounced plans to set up a
national platform for “cli-
mate and nature finance”
at a ministerial event dur-
ing the COP30 under way
in Belem, Brazil, on Satur-
day. This would be coordi-
nated through the Green
Climate Fund (GCF), an in-
stitutional mechanism that
has been at work since
2015, to fund projects in
developing countries to
adapt to unfolding climate
change and to invest in
clean energy.

Despite  being the
world’s largest institutional
mechanism for disbursing
funds for climate finance,
with commitments worth
$19 billion, only a quarter
of it has been properly allo-
cated as of 2024. The GCF
faces criticism from deve-
loping countries that its
disbursal mechanisms are
often difficult to comply
with and there is limited
technical support to avail
these funds.

A stated goal of the GCF
is to ensure that its funds
are evenly split between
adaptation and mitigation.

The Belem ministerial
event, co-hosted by Brazil’s
Ministry of Finance and

l ndia was among the 13

The ministerial event on climate finance under way in Belem, Brazil, on Saturday. X/@THEGCF

the GCF, brought together
Ministers and other senior
government officials as
well as international, na-
tional, public, and private
climate finance leaders.

New ‘country platform’
While India already engag-
es with the GCF, it is be-
lieved that a new “country
platform” for “climate and
nature finance” would
help the country move
away from a “fragmented
approach” towards access-
ing funds.

This is especially signifi-
cant in a year when calls
from developing countries
for prioritising adaptation
and improving access to
climate finance are particu-

larly resonant, especially
at the ongoing proceedings
of COP30. The Hindu
reached out to the Envi-
ronment Ministry for more
clarity on the country plat-
form but did not receive a
comment until press time.

Halfway through nego-
tiations on Saturday, India
was leading developing
countries’ clamour for a fo-
cused discussion and road
map on a section of the Pa-
ris Agreement called Arti-
cle 9.1, which mandates
that developed countries
provide funds for mitiga-
tion and adaptation.

The announcement of
such a platform also ties in
with expectations that ne-
gotiators may finalise a list

of indicators that can be
used to measure progress
towards the so-called Glo-
bal Goal on Adaptation
(GGA). Progress on pro-
ducing an agreed list of in-
dicators has been difficult,
with nearly 90 experts
working over two years to
narrow down a list of al-
most 10,000 potential indi-
cators to a final set of just
100, which is supposed to
be adopted at COP30, ac-
cording to a report by Mol-
ly Lempriere, an analyst
for Carbon Brief, an agen-
cy that tracks climate
negotiations.

However, with India,
among other countries ex-
pected to announce Na-
tional Adaptation Plans,

there is greater vocal sup-
port and interest in having
a concrete outcome on the
GGA.

Announcing their coun-
try and regional platforms,
representatives from the
African Islands States Cli-
mate Commission (AISCC)
— Cambodia, Colombia, In-
dia, Kazakhstan, Lesotho,
Mongolia, Nigeria, Oman,
Panama, Rwanda, the Do-
minican Republic, Togo,
and South Africa — shared
their vision and strategies
for leveraging country plat-
forms to accelerate climate
action. This brings the
number of platforms to 16,
with the previously esta-
blished Brazil Country
Platform and Caribbean
Regional Platform, accord-
ing to a note from the GCF.

GCF support for India
As of August 2024, India
has received commitment
from the GCF for 11 pro-
jects worth $782 million to
mitigate and adapt to cli-
mate change in sectors, in-
cluding water, clean ener-
gy, coastal, livelihood,
transport, medium and
small enterprises and cli-
mate start-ups. A bulk of
the financing is in the form
of concessional loans.

India’s Environment Mi-
nistry is the primary access
point (or the Nodal Desig-
nated Authority) for GCF-
linked funding.

India to spruce up mechanisms for accessing climate finance

YRA TAdTY B39 9P Uga- & Al Pl e¢ B 18T 8

o A new ‘country platform’ is expected to help India tap Green Climate Fund
resources more easily; the fundhas faced criticism from developing countries for its
complex disbursal procedures and lack of technical support to avail it.

TP 1 ‘el WewiH 3uféd 8 i URa & M Fargie e & Sl o1 3ifiw
T ¥ AT IS H Hag BT, 34 S &l [abraxiid =1 gRT 39d! died fdavur
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u%%wﬁ 3R D! YA & 1T it q0LT B HH! & 1T STaTaT BT [T HAT

Usigl

¢ India was among the 13 countries and a regional alliance of African countries that
announced plans to set up a national platform for “climate and nature finance” at a
ministerial event during the COP30 under way in Belem, Brazil, on Saturday.
13 301 3R SPIH! SN & U &3 ToaeH & g YRd ot o1, ’orgiA IFaR &1
a9, STefta & 90 I8 COP30 & SR Tdh il Wi SR | “Falghe iR AR
BT & oY U AP WehIH RATUT B B1 JroT ST Gy &1

e This would be coordinated through the Green Climate Fund (GCF), an institutional
mechanism that has been at work since 2015, to fund projects in developing
countries to adapt to unfolding climate change and to invest in clean energy.
96T GH-9Y W FATSAC WS (GCF) & H1eaH I fohar Se, Teh SRINTT o7 St 2015
I HRRA 7, dNfp faera=ia < & IWRd Saar] uRad= & G- 3R W Sl 4
3= D= areht uRESHISH 31 faauiivd %m ST HSb |

e Despite being the world’s largest institutional mechanism for disbursing funds for
climate finance, with commitments worth $19 billion, only a quarter of it has been
properly allocated as of 2024.

wieary forel o foT ths fAaRUr 3 Tt fay o Tad § IRINTA 77 B o Savlg
foraa! ufdagant 19 fafers sfer & g &1 8, 2024WWW®3€W€3‘N€[
WRE T srrafed far mr gl

e The GCF faces criticism from developing countries that its disbursal mechanisms are
often difficult to comply with and there is limited technical support to avail these funds.

fapra=iic <=M BT 3R A GCF B T5 STl § fob 3Hb (AR ciall BT T SR
BT BT 8 3R 37 ey &1 AH I8 & o FAT dob-iiert i Iuaisy 3|

e A stated goal of the GCF is to ensure that its funds are evenly split between
adaptation and mitigation.
GCF &1 U% UIiid d&d I8 ¢ fob I B8 Bl Siger 3R LU & site FHH =Y
Y §leT S|

o The Belem ministerial event, co-hosted by Brazil’s Ministry of Finance and the

GCF, brought together Ministers and other senior government officials as well as
intemational, national, public, and private climate finance leaders.

SAH HA TR BRI H, ST Tg-3e sreitd @ fa<t #3mer 3R GeF A far, 3
TR IR 3y aRE BN SRIBTRA F TI-TTY SR, TP, Wiy 31k Fish
SToarg fa Aarsit &t e fosar|

o While India already engages with the GCF, it is believed that a new “country
platform” for “climate and nature finance” would help the country move away from a
“fragmented approach” towards accessing funds.

e HIRd Ugal 9 81 GCF & WY &1 7, T I § o “aelfeiie iR AR B &
fIQ a7 “ohet Wkl I H e % Ugdn WS eI § ® A 9H A e
AT

e This is especially significant in a year when calls from developing countries for
prioritising adaptation and improving access to climate finance are particularly
resonant, especially at the ongoing proceedings of COP30.

7% faRIY ¥U ¥ Heayu & 39 aY § oid famra=iia 327 @t oiR & srggHad H
T ¢ SR Jarg fad % Ugd S8Rk B &I Al [aRY =0 J THTERIT €,
faRIYaR Id X§T COP30 &1 HRiaiedl H|

e The Hindu reached out to the Environment Ministry for more clarity on the country
platform but did not receive a comment until press time.

g fomg 1 ¢ WewH WR 3R Wyar & foe yatawor wamerd ¥ Wuss foan afe o
T qF PIS fwoh U TeT g8

e Halfway through negotiations on Saturday, India was leading developing countries’
clamour for a focused discussion and road map on a section of the Paris Agreement
called Article 9.1, which mandates that developed countries provide funds for
mitigation and adaptation.

AR & arafefl & §a §, URd s S &1 39 A &7 Aqd H 8T 4T Sl
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R IHNd & Article 9.1 AT SFHFT R TH dhigd g1 3R ASHY BT BT HRT g,
S fae Ry 321 Y YAIHRUT 3R 3BT & U Hg UaH o3 &1 e HRal g

e The announcement of such a platform also ties in with expectations that negotiators
may finalise a list of indicators that can be used to measure progress towards the so-
called Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA).

T WewiH 31 gy 31 Iufie & Ty i It fr arafeRr Svad: 39 Jbasd! & Th
wﬁaﬁnw%m%mmaw Global Goal on Adaptation
(GGA) I 3R T &I HIU & forg fobam ST Hah |

e Progress on producing an agreed list of indicators has been difficult, with nearly 90
experts working over two years to narrow down a list of almost 10,000 potential
indicators to a final set of just 100, which is supposed to be adopted at COP30,
according to a report by Molly Lempriere, an analyst for Carbon Brief, an agency
that tracks climate negotiations.

Thdd! Bt Terd I TR H3A H W B3 81 ], aTHT 90 fa=iwsit 4 < auf o
TRTHT 10,000 HUTFAG Hhdd! &1 YT BT TTHR Rith 100 & 3ifqd e b Hd d=
%1 &1 fooar, i coP30 & 39T ST T1feT, T Molly Lempriere &1 RUIE &
SR FE1 741 8, Sl Carbon Brief &1 T IS0 2, 78 Tokd) Sierarg ardian &1 ¥
G gl

o However, with India, among other countries expected to announce National
Adaptation Plans, there is greater vocal support and interest in having a concrete
outcome on the GGA.

gTdifer, YR Ifgd 31 o= & 3IHT TSI "I HRA 1 SHIG & 1Y,
GGA | U& 319 URUMH & 3R TR T 3R 3T g

¢ Announcing their country and regional platforms, representatives from the African
Islands States Climate Commission (AISCC) — Cambodia, Colombia, India,
Kazakhstan, Lesotho, Mongolia, Nigeria, Oman, Panama, Rwanda, the Dominican
Republic, Togo, and South Africa — shared their vision and strategies for leveraging
country platforms to accelerate climate action.
3T - 3R WW@@WWE’Q African Islands States Climate
Commission (AISCC) & U — dalfedr, Hiciiad], R, HorEwd, Tardl,
Tiniferan, e, SH, T, XaieT, S Rufses, A 3R T18Y SHieT —
ﬁé&ﬁ@?mwwuwmmﬁaaw%r%mﬁ%@ﬁm 3R
ool |rem S|

e This brings the number of platforms to 16, with the previously established Brazil

Country Platform and Caribbean Regional Platform, according to a note from the
GCF.
T WehTH B1 TJAT 16 B S 3, 8 ugd | RAfd sofid del Wethid sk
Ife d9d wewiH M §, T GCF & T e & 38R 3

o As of August 2024, India has received commitment from the GCF for 11 projects
worth $782 million to mitigate and adapt to climate change in sectors, including
water, clean energy, coastal, livelihood, transport, medium and small enterprises and
climate start-ups.
ST 2024 TH, HRA A Saidy L||<qd-1 T o1l TR IR SFH T b [o oI, WD
Sofl, aeta, SefifdeT, URagH, Herm iR Y S9N IR JeTEie wi-org d a4 A
11 gfeEerSH & U GeF ¥ 782 faferaa steR &t ufdesd U &1 5|

e A bulk of the financing is in the form of concessional loans.

faaayor &1 EEl fewan feamadt won (concessional loans) RSk %I

www.patrioticias.in

¢ India’s Environment Ministry is the primary access point (or the Nodal Designated
Authority) for GCF-linked funding.

%WWWWGCFWWQSWWHW@ﬁgmmWW
|
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An uncertain
solar-powered future

In the wake of Indias rapid towards
clean A solar
the West Jharkhand border
have stirred thousands in both States.
Som on those who believe

itll lead to an erasure of their livelihoods and

access 10 their primary source of nutrition — fishing

friends, Renuka and Achinta, would

meet at the Panchet Dam to graze their

cattle along the banks of the reservoir. From being

longtime neighbours, they evolved into close

friends after marrying fisherfolk in the same village

in the Kaliasole block in Jharkhand's Dhanbad dis-
trict, near the State’s border with West Bengal.

“Where will we graze our cattle if the floating

solar project goes through? The village doesn’t

have enough greenery to feed so many cattle. And

il

wice a day every day for the last 20
T years, 31-year-old Rita Roy and her two

most i where will our go fish-
ing if the dam [reservoir] is out of bounds for us?
‘We will simply not survive,” Rita says, seated on
the dam and gazing into the sun setting over the
reservoir.

Their anxieties around losing access to the re-
servoir stem from the news of upcoming solar
energy projects across the Panchet Dam site.

Panchet Dam is the last of the four multi-pur-

pose dams built under the first phase of the Damo-
dar Valley Corporation (DVC). Inaugurated in 1959,
the Panchet Dam was built mainly to control floods
in the Damodar river, earlier known as the ‘sorrow
of Bengal’ for its frequent and devastating floods
since the 18th century. Jharkhand’s Dhanbad dis-
trict (that was previously in Bihar) lies on the
northern side of the Panchet Dam, whereas West
Bengal's Purulia district lies on its southern bank.

As the women talk, Rita’s husband and other
fisherfolk have become specks on the reservoir wa-
ter as they cast their fishing nets from their boats.
This is the livelihood of nearly 2,500 fisherfolk
from Jharkhand and West Bengal.

“The next morning, we revisit our nets in the re-
servoir, collect the fish caught overnight, and sell
those in the market. On a good day, we catch
enough to earn ¥500 to 00 in a day. On a bad
day, we come back empty-handed. It’s a hunter’s
job after all; there is never any certainty,” says 62-
year-old Zahir Ansari of Rangamatia village in
Jharkhand’s Kaliasole, on his way to the reservoir
with his nets. He has been fishing since he was 11
years old, he says. That is all he knows how to do.

On October 15 this year, around 3,000 villagers
from Jharkhand and West Bengal carried out a
protest march on the dam from Mahishnadi check
post in Bengal to the Panchet Dam Zero Point in
Jharkhand to collectively protest against losing
their livelihoods in the upcoming renewable ener-
£y projects.

‘Displaced already”

The website of the DVC says that a ground-mount-
ed solar photovoltaic (PV) plant with a capacity of
8 megawatts (MW) of alternating current (AC) is
currently in the works in lands adjoining the dam,
in West Bengal's Purulia district.

Additionally, a I55SMWAC solar project is being
planned on the dam’s Jharkhand side by Green Val-
ley Renewable Energy Limited (GVREL). GVREL is
a joint venture between NTPC Green Energy Ltd.
(NGEL) that owns 51% and DVC that owns 49%.
This project will have floating solar panels installed
on the surface area of water in the reservoir and a
ground-mounted solar PV.

Zahir says there is no work in these areas and
many in both West Bengal and Jharkhand are in
danger of losing their livelihoods if solar panels are
installed on the reservoir. “Most of the male mem-
bers in our villages fish, and sometimes we do odd
jobs to keep our households running, he adds,
worried that families will go hungry.

Standing in a circle around him, the other fish-
erfolk of Rangamatia village cheer in unison. One
of them points out that they have seen officials
painting numbers on the barks of trees in the ad-
Jjoining forests. “Will they clear out the forests as
well? What will happen to our jol, jongol, jomi (wa-
ter, forests, land) after the solar project is done?”

Where will
we graze
our cattle if
the floating
solar project
goes
through?...
Where will
our
husbands go
fishing if the
dam
[reservoir] is
outof
bounds for
us?

RITA mv
Resident

l_dnnule blockin
Jharkhand

he says.
Mukhtar Ansari, 40, the president of the Damo-
dar Valley Bastuhara Sangram Samity and a resi-
dent of the same village, calls himself “displaced”.
He recalls how his predecessors and his fellow vil-
lagers lived in a village that was submerged by the
Teservoir.

“When the dam was built in the 1950s, our
grandparents and great-grandparents were all liv-
ing on much larger areas of land. Many of them
could not make an informed decision and trusted
the compensation benefits that were promised by
the DVC then,” Mukhtar alleges.

He adds that the officials of the Jawaharlal Neh-
ru-led Central government had explained to their
forefathers that the Panchet dam is necessary to
help prevent catastrophic floods downstream in
West Bengal and that they would be giving their
lands for “their brothers and sisters in Bengal”.

According to DVC’s archival annual reports, bet-
ween the years 1957 and 1976, at least around
33,898.73 acres of land was acquired by the DVC in
the lower valley, and 10,339 families were affected
by the Panchet project. The reports further say
that during this time period, field surveys of dam-
ages caused to the standing crops in the Panchet
Dam area were completed; so was the rehabilita-
tion of the displaced who had opted for land-for-
land, or house-for-house, or ccmpensanon in
cash. According to the reports, irrigation wells had
also been sunk in some of the rehabilitated vill
es. Mukhtar claims the compensation was unfair
for some. He clarifies that the protest is not just
against the floating solar power project, but also
against every new project being initiated by the
DVC that requires land.

India’s push for decarbonisation

The DVC was born as independent India’s first
multipurpose river valley project in 1948 with the
aim to control floods in the Damodar valley, gener-
ate hydel power, and for irrigation and navigation.
Currently, they operate four dams: Tilaiya on the
Barakar river, Konar on the Konar river, Maithon
on the Barakar river, and Panchet on the Damodar
river. Panchet hydel station generates SOMW of hy-
del power, according to DVC's 202324 annual re-
port. DVC also owns multiple thermal power sta-
tions across both States.

In 20232024, under Phase 1, GVREL awarded
contracts for 155 MW solar PV projects in and
around Panchet Dam reservoir to Larsen & Toubro
(75 MW FSPV at Panchet) and NGSL (80 MW). This
is aside from the 8 MWAC ground-mounted solar

PV system already installed in the Panchet Dam

sion of our voters’ lists,” Tudu says. For many, the

area, by the DVC alone. Power d from
these solar PV systems will get transmitted to the
national grid.

‘These are some of the first ventures by DVC into
solar energy, originally a river management and
hydel power body. This shift comes amid a global
attempt to depart from fossil-fuel-based energy,
and a few years after India presented five ‘Pan-
chamrit goals” at the Conference of the Parties
(COP26) to the United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held in Glasgow,
United Kingdom in 2021.

These targets include achieving 500 GW power
from non-fossil sources by 2030, and meeting 50%
of the country’s energy requirements from renew-
able energy by 2030. As a result, the Central go-
vernment is now aiming to rapidly decarbonise
through energy generation from sources like solar,
hydel, green hydrogen, and battery energy storage
systems, and is trying to incentivise investments in
these sectors.

Lost land and documents

The demands being collectively put forth by dis-
senters of both States include “returning” of un-
used land from the DVC to the locals, scrapping of
the solar power project, fulfilment of promises
‘made to locals during the initiation of the Panchet
hydel power projects, and a bridge from Bathanba-
i village to the Mahishnadi check point in Neturia
block to help locals cross the reservoir.

Rajen Tudu, who is in his 50s and heads the
Prakriti Bachao O Adivasi Bachao Mancha (tran-
slates to organisation to save nature and the tribal
peaple) in Neturia block of West Bengal's Purulia,
asks who the solar power project will serve and if it
will lead to any development for those who live in
the project areas.

“My grandfather used to tell me that in the
1950s, when government officials visited them to
explain how the Panchet dam would work, they
couldn't believe that a river like the Damodar
could be broken. Many of them signed over their
lands to the DVC thinking nothing would happen,”
‘Tudu says. He remembers stories from then: villag-
ers said the water started gushed into their lands,
swallowing it forever.

“We lost our homes at that time and settled on
wasteland. Today, most of the displaced families
still do not have land-holding documents for their
current settlements. It has led to issues in getting
Aadhar cards and caste certificates, it could also
create problems during the Special Intensive Revi-

Every afternoon, fisherfolk from West Bengal and Jharkhand sail to the middile ofl the Panchet reservoir to cast their nets. Fishing is the
primary livelihood in the villages near the Panchet Dam. MOYURIE SOM

S 1o pi hey given land were lost
in the relocation.

‘Tudu stands near a stage built on a vast meadow
in Neturia. Behind him is the Panchet Hill, consi-
dered sacred to the Santal tribals of the area. He is
surrounded by innumerable tribal folks from hun-
dreds of villages in Dhanbad and Purulia, who have
gathered there in their finest Santali attire for the
Marang Buru festival. He says that the hill, the jun-
gles, rivers, and soil are worshipped as deities in
the festival, and that these industrial projects se-
verely affect tribal cultural practices by destroying
their connection to nature. “We use the reservoir
water for everything, from fishing, to cooking,
bathing, cleaning, and washing our clothes. Our
sacred burning ghats are also on the banks. Not be-
ing able to access the water would be a death sen-
tence if the floating solar project goes through,” 30-
something Bibhuti Gorai of Shalchura village
chimes in, a baby on her shoulder.

The paradox of development

Arup Chakraborty, the Trinamool MP of Bankura
constituency, where the affected parts of Purulia
district are located, asserted that a solar project
cannot move forward without an accurate assess-
ment of how it would affect locals.

“I understand that a solar project will be good
for the nation’s development and that it would
help produce clean electricity. However, it cannot
threaten people’s livelihoods. Local villagers can-
not be harmed over it,” Chakraborty says.

On the other side of the State border, the MLA of
Jharkhand’s Nirsa, Arup Chatterjee, of the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) Liberation,
stated that the floating solar PV systems cannot be
installed without the consent of all fisherfolk
affected

He adds that the work on the substation for the
solar projects on the Jharkhand side started in Oc-
tober, and that around 25% of the work on the land
is complete. He claims that the Tailpool Dam Pro-
Ject, reportedly shelved in the 1990s, is being re-
vived. People continue to protest against it.

Areport by the data-research firm Land Conflict
Watch on land-use conflicts in India’s renewable
energy (RE) projects says that in 45% of cases there
is a lack of consultation with affected communities
before land was awarded to projects, resulting in
legal proceedings. In 29% cases, the projects were
completed but protests continued. In another 29%
cases, upcoming projects were facing protests. At
least five projects across the country have been
stalled due to protests. In one case, the RE project
was scrapped due to protests, the report s

“RE projects, especially solar, are land inten-
sive. The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
estimates that a solar plant requires a minimum of
4 acres of land to generate one megawatt energy.
India is a land-scarce country. Considering the
scale and speed required by most RE projects,
these industries are exempted from mandatory
statutory requirements to assess social and envi-
ronmental impact,” Kumar Sambhav Shrivastava,
founder of Land Conflict Watch and one of the
authors of the report, says.

He adds that 48% of RE project conflicts in the
study are situated wholly on ‘common lands’,
which are not privately owned, but have historical-
ly been used and mznaged by indigenous com-
mumlles, Dalits, Advis:

e way forward is to consult the local com-
munities and address their issues at the planning
stage itself. Otherwise, investments get stalled, and
eventually, the land conflict issues that we saw in
the fossil fuel era will follow us into the renewable
energy era,” Sambhav says.

As of going to press, the DVC and GVREL did not
respond to a request for a comment.
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An uncertain solar-powered future

T ifAf3a R-Sert smutfva Hfas

¢ |n the wake of India’s rapid push towards clean energy, upcoming solar power
projects along the West Bengal-Jharkhand border have stirred up protests by
thousands in both States.
YR & W@ Holl B 3R A9 3@ & g, T FI-IRES T & U 3 ard AR
Sel wierge! = T I & goR! Al & Ry 3 o e B

o  Moyurie Som reports on those who believe it'll lead to an erasure of their livelihoods
and access to their primary source of nutrition — fishing

Wmmmmwm%ﬁ%ﬁw%ﬁ;mmmmm
T U0l A — ASEN Uhs- — dP Ggd GHI g1 oigi |

¢ Twice a day every day for the last 20 years, 31-year-old Rita Roy and her two friends
met at the Panchet Dam to graze their cattle. ]
fiel 20 Iuf A IS & SR, 31 IuTT Telr I SR IThT & Yo lordl v e TR S(U=t
Y- TR e o

e Their friendship grew after marrying fisherfolk in the same village in Jharkhand’s
Kaliasole block, near the West Bengal border.

nﬁ;@;ﬂéﬂﬁﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁn@méﬁmmﬁ%mmaﬁsﬁ?
|

o “Where will we graze our cattle if the floating solar project goes through? And
where will our husbands fish if the reservoir becomes out of bounds?” Rita s&%/;

a1 Hedl 7, SR WA WeR Wolde 5 701 dl 89 30 U] gl TRIG?
i Al TS Pel ogi?”
e Their anxieties stem from news of upcoming solar energy projects across the
Panchet Dam site.
! A U e RId W 3 ard YR aRASHTSH & @R 9 |
e Panchet Dam, the last of four multi-purpose dams under Damodar Valley
Corporation (DVC), was inaugurated in 1959 mainly to control floods in the
Damodar river.
1959 # IguIfed Udd siY gHIGR U1t fATH (DVC) & IR dg3exia uRareHst &
3ife o1 SR T U T gHieR d) § a1¢ FRifd SR & T s T o
e Jharkhand’s Dhanbad lies on the northern side of the dam, and West Bengal's
Purulia district on the southern side.
YRTS HT YaIG d1e & I AR Ul ST o1 goierar famoh B & fRua g1
o Nearly 2,500 fisherfolk from both States depend on the reservoir for their livelihood.
G X1 o T 2,500 WZSMR HTT 3MTsiifaesT & forg 39 S R MR Bl
e “On a good day, we earn ¥500-3800; on a bad day, nothing,” says Zahir Ansari, 62,
who has fished since age 11.
62 afg SIER MY ed 8, “3r a7 7 2500-2800 fireid &, R o oo T
e  On October 15, around 3,000 villagers from both States marched from Bengal's
Mahishnadi check post to Panchet Dam Zero Point to protest.
15 3FCER DI a1 oAl &b AHAT 3,000 ATHION 2 Ty A< fpam
e DVC’s website says an 8 MWAC ground-mounted solar plant is coming up in
Purulia district.
DVC %! J5H18e Beal 7 [ Toferr # 8 MWAC TESS-A18S HITR Wiie - 361 8
e A 155 MWAC solar project is also being planned on the Jharkhand side by Green
Valley Renewable Energy Ltd. (GVREL), a JV of NGEL (51%) and DVC (49%).
IRWES H 155 MWAC HIeiR Wsiae GVREL §RT ST ST 38T §, ST NGEL (51%) 3R
DVC (49%) T Jgad 3UHH g |
. Th|s mcludes floating solar panels on the reservoir and a ground- mounted system.
Wﬁ%‘ﬂ 3R THH W IR Rey 2nfera g1
o Zahlr says most families depend only on fishing and have no altematwe livelihood;
solar installations will destroy this.
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TER H8d 8 fb WIEIR URIR ATl Uhs WR g Ak & 3R IR ulkaie 4 ug
FHT gl S|

Villagers have seen officials marking trees, sparking fears of losing their jol, jongol,
jomi (water, forest, land).

ST, §HIA) T@H PSR 9¢ T B

Mukhtar Ansari, president of a local organisation, says he is already “displaced” due
to the dam constructed in the 1950s.

é_{@ﬂmaﬁﬁﬁ?a@mé’r1950$Mﬁaﬁmu$wﬁwﬁa”€rgﬁ
|

He alleges their forefathers were misinformed and forced to give land without
understanding the consequences.

1T 3R B {5 37 Yduil & Tad SHeRY &t 18 3R 3= 1 g0 sl & ush
DVC archival reports (1957-1976) say 33,898 acres were acquired and 10,339
families affected.

DvC RO (1957-1976) & 3FUR 33,898 THs YN 3ifAvfed g8 3R 10,339 URAR
guyTfad gul

Some compensation was unfair and many documents were lost in relocation, causing
problems with Aadhar, caste certificates and voter lists.

g {3 ST Y SR fIRIo # axefrde @ 1, forrd SR, Srfer yamoras ofik
HAGT it § R g5 |

Tribals worship Panchet Hill, rivers, forests, and say projects will destroy their
cultural practices. ) ]
ST derd UTSY, e, SivTet gefdl § 3R Hed § foh aRaeHIE St Hiepla
TRORTY 79 R it

“Reservoir water sustains our entire life — fishing, cooking, bathing, washing,” says
Bibhuti Gorai.

fayfer TRTE et §, “STem=r &7 gt 89 IR vRekd I} el § — Aol e,
G §H1, T8, HUS Y11

Blocking access to water would be a “death sentence,” villagers say.

Irfior Hed © fb Tt &1 Ugd AT “Hid BT BRAF 1T

Local MP Arup Chakraborty says solar projects cannot threaten people’s
livelihoods.

R TG 3R Tehad] Had g b TR IRATSHIS AT Bt STSAdw! Taf B Fdbd |
Jharkhand MLA Arup Chatterjee says floating solar cannot be installed without
consent of all fisherfolk.

IRTS & [AUTID =Y geulf had o (o Fallie T Hrer fom1 gt IgeiRl & ggafd &
g1 &1 Fehll|

Work on the Jharkhand side has started, and 25% of land work is complete.

IRES Ual § B [ ol g1 § 3R 25% YH S 51 W15
A shelved Tailpool Dam project is allegedly being revived, triggering more protests.
fare o ¥E oo mar Saqe sy vietae R 3 Y& far S @ 5

Land Conflict Watch reports that 45% of renewable energy projects lacked
community congultation, leading to legal issues.

HIUGE drd & JATod 45% TAIDHRONT 3ol RIS § TG B! Tgafd Ta!
IRIEY
At least 5 projects nationwide were stalled due to protests; one was scrapped
entirely. ]
3 A HH Y FHH 5 TR fR1Y & HROT IS 3R Uh TR a6 IE g3
Solar projects are land intensive, needing at least 4 acres per megawatt, making
land issues inevitable in land-scarce India.
IR aRASHTE YfHr-Te § 3R Ufay ATare 4 Uhs a1feu — Yff ) ot arat R o
g a1 9Tl 5
48% of renewable energy project conflicts involve common lands, historically used
by tribes, Dalits and indigenous groups.
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|

fepa 8

e Experts say conflicts will keep stalling projects unless communities are included
during planning.

HEd & [P oId dP JHGR P! AreTT | M 1 foan Sra, T uRarerrsit

AR RGN
e As of going to press, DVC and GVREL did not respond to requests for comment.

U9 do oM do DVC 3R GVREL A Ufafshar =gl <t
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Army sets up three new garrisons

near the strategic Siliguri Corridor
IGS IlI: Internal Security |

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

" Amid shifting regional dy-
namics following the

change of regime in Ban-
gladesh and concerns over
China’s growing presence
near the vulnerable Siliguri
Corridor, the Indian Army
has reinforced its eastern
frontier by establishing
three new  garrison
locations.

The new establishments
comprise the Lachit Bor-
phukan Military Station in
Assam’s Dhubri district
and forward bases at Kish-
anganj in Bihar and Cho-
pra in West Bengal, all sit-
ed close to the
India-Bangladesh border.

A senior defence official
said the move was essen-
tial given the evolving se-
curity environment. The
Siliguri Corridor, a narrow
land link to India’s eight
northeastern States, is stra-
tegically crucial, and the
additional garrisons will
enhance surveillance in
the region, the official
added.

The newly operational
stations are expected to
strengthen the Army’s op-
erational readiness and im-

- —

. - : -

Indian Army troops, alongside Special Forces, MARCOS, Garud and
Arunachal Scouts, participate in Exercise Poorvi Prachand Prahar in
Arunachal Pradesh. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

prove coordination with
the Border Security Force,
which guards the Bangla-
desh frontier.

Lieutenant-General R.
C. Tiwari, GOC-in-C, East-
ern Command, recently vi-
sited the new garrisons, in-
teracting with troops and
praising their professional-
ism and rapid efforts in op-
erationalising the bases.
He urged them to remain
vigilant and maintain high
preparedness levels.

Wing Commander Hi-
manshu Tiwari, Chief PRO,
MoD Kolkata, said Lt.-Gen.
Tiwari also laid the founda-
tion stone of the Lachit
Borphukan Military Sta-
tion at Bamunigaon,

named after the Ahom
commander noted for his
leadership.

The Army acknow-
ledged the Assam govern-
ment and local administra-
tion for their support in
enabling the rapid esta-
blishment of the station,
Mr. Tiwari added.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah has repeatedly
expressed concern over
demographic changes in
border districts, which he
has attributed to illegal im-
migration from
Bangladesh.

Rampant development
of border infrastructure by
China along the Line of Ac-
tual Control in Arunachal

Pradesh remains a signifi-
cant concern. In June, Chi-
na hosted a trilateral fo-
reign office consultation
with Pakistani and Bangla-
deshi counterparts in
Kunming, an event viewed
by some observers as an at-
tempt to build regional lin-
kages without India’s
participation.

The Tri-Shakti Corps,
charged with guarding Sik-
kim and the corridor, al-
ready fields robust defen-
sive assets, including
Rafale jets deployed at
Hashimara, BrahMos mis-
siles, and advanced air-de-
fence systems.

The establishment of
the new garrisons comes
as India steps up military
activity in the Northeast,
including a major Indian
Air Force flying display in
Assam and the Army exer-
cise Poorvi Prachand Pra-
har near the LAC in Aruna-
chal Pradesh.

Separately, on Novem-
ber 8, a Pakistan Navy ship
visited Chattogram port in
Bangladesh, the first such
visit since 1971, followed by
meetings between Pakis-
tan’s Navy chief and Ban-
gladesh’s Army chief to dis-
cuss defence cooperation.
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Army sets up three new garrisons near the strategic Siliguri Corridor

T A e RIARSt FIveR & ur diF e WA wuifuq fee

Army sets up three new garrisons

CEIEiEE Y

near the strategic Siliguri Corridor

aR® RSt PIiveR & U™

Amid shifting regional dynamics following the change of regime in Bangladesh and
concerns over China’s growing presence near the vulnerable Siliguri Corridor, the
Indian Army has reinforced its eastern frontier by establishing three new garrison
locations.

AT 7 I URac & §1G dadd &g FHBRuN 3R Hda=ia Rieist
PINSIR & U I &I Fgdl SRR DI AP fidmedl & dd, YR FA1 A o 4
R =ifd X oot gdf e &) weted e 2

The new establishments comprise the Lachit Borphukan Military Station in
Assam’s Dhubri district and forward bases at Kishanganj in Bihar and Chopra in
West Bengal, all sited close to the India-Bangladesh border.

T UfasH & 3H & a3 fora o @i drpe- faferdt R3M, SR & fesrmrie
3R ufEy §a & usT & 4P f3pm =nfira 8, St gt yRd-sivemes T & Fde
fRd gl
A senior defence official said the move was essential given the evolving security
environment.
TS AR &M HRBRY A HeT o Jaad YR&m Ieid & SWd gU I8 HeH AR ATl
The Siliguri Corridor, a narrow land link to India’s eight northeastern States, is
strategically crucial, and the additional garrisons will enhance surveillance in the
region, the official added.

PINSIY, Sl YRA & 311 AR ATl Bl Siie arat Jhdt Y Hal g,
RD S Y 3iedia Ty 2, R T NG &1 A PR S, e 3 ol
The newly operational stations are expected to strengthen the Army’s operational
readiness and improve coordination with the Border Security Force, which guards
the Bangladesh frontier.

U FaTierd R T B} HaATATHS qeaRdl Bl Aolgd B 3R e (S
TSR T BT & BT §) P T GGG Bl dgaR §H DI NG ¢
Lieutenant-General R. C. Tiwari, GOC-in-C, Eastern Command, recently visited the
new garrisons, interacting with troops and praising their professionalism and rapid
efforts in operationalising the bases.

Aftere SR . . faardt, Steidl-37-0, gdf Ha, A 8@ & | ¢ IR &1
SR faa, ! O STadid 31 SfR 39 B dolt & Tfoh A T 370! URaR & 3R
TR Bt IR B

He urged them to remain vigilant and maintain high preparedness levels.

I 3% qdd 67 3R I TR B AR} ST I8 BT S b

Wing Commander Himanshu Tiwari, Chief PRO, MoD Kolkata, said Lt.-Gen. Tiwari
also laid the foundation stone of the Lachit Borphukan Military Station at
Bamunigaon, named after the Ahom commander noted for his leadership.

a1 puis fRuigy foarst, 9o dlemsh, v dae Siaean, = el & dfteric
SR foaRt = argfeETia | arfrd Siged I F1 A o fasa, forrer
1Y A o o TS 3gTHT HHISY W W /15

The Army acknowledged the Assam government and local administration for their
support in enabling the rapid establishment of the station, Mr. Tiwari added.

oft farY 3 el fob 1 A WY Pt IR RITTT H 51T & T 3H TRPR 3R
R U= &1 y=uare e

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has repeatedly expressed concern over
demographic changes in border districts, which he has attributed to illegal
immigration from Bangladesh.
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Fg 78 v Siftra wme A A Rl # Swiferea aeanal &l Aok IR-aR i
ST ®, oI SR Sidey ¥ Sy aTH & HRU S 2|

¢ Rampant development of border infrastructure by China along the Line of Actual
Control in Arunachal Pradesh remains a significant concem.
3BUMA Uexl H aRafd® fF=ror @ o 91y 919 gR1 441 g &1 af fadbry U
Heayul fRiar & g3 8|

¢ In June, China hosted a trilateral foreign office consultation with Pakistani and
Bangladeshi counterparts in Kunming, an event viewed by some observers as an
attempt to build regional linkages without India’s participation.

oA ®, 1 A AT B Uifha SR sarey & sifieiial & Iy Hruefig fadar
Py WRIR! i far, S oo fazdve! 3 URd @t urfieRt & famr &g

TYH S & T & =0 H G|

o The Tri-Shakti Corps, charged with guarding Sikkim and the corridor, already fields
robust defensive assets, including Rafale jets deployed at Hashimara, BrahMos
missiles, and advanced air-defence systems.

Prafaa eir, o fafewa ik FIRSR 31 36T HA 8, U5 © &1 Hoted & Garei 9
o9 g, o gRIMRT # d91d IwTd e, Jeii farsd, SR 39d arg-ved women
M €|

e The establishment of the new garrisons comes as India steps up military activity in
the Northeast, including a major Indian Air Force flying display in Assam and the
Army exercise Poorvi Prachand Prahar near the LAC in Arunachal Pradesh.

Tq [ 1 RITOHT 39 THY §3 & ofd YR gaiR & 9= nfafafiray 91381 3, o
3R H YR arga=T &1 FaTsT fETd SR SRUed UeR # AUl & Ui I1 &1
3T gdf wes WeR a5

e Separately, on November 8, a Pakistan Navy ship visited Chattogram port in Bangladesh,
the first such visit since 1971, followed by meetings between Pakistan’s Navy chief and
Bangladesh’s Army chief to discuss defence cooperation.
31T 9, 8 TIR B! BT AT BT TH TGTo SARY F TSI SGTE Ugal, S 1971
& d1E Ugaht O aE Y| $9d 91 U A1 U 3R SRS RT S U & sird X&d
e R 99 & o dod g5l
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